
SEATTLE ART PERFORMANCE 
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"I haven't seen 
a show this good 
in Seattle in a long 
time." 

—Jen Graves, The Stranger 


YOUNG BLOOD 

NOAH DAVIS, KAHLIL JOSEPH, THE UNDERGROUND MUSEUM 
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Open seven days a week. 

TURGEON^RAINE 


1407 FIFTH AVENUE | FIFTH & UNION | SEATTLE, WA 98101 | 206.447.9488 

turgeonraine.com 



Suehyrtay 

PhiceA 


Pot Shop 


-s* r '%jkv f ■v'fib ' r. ve* 


10 - 11 . 


GIRL SCOUT MASTER/ 
STAR 47/SN0WCAP/ 

TRIANGLE KUSH/ 

GRANDADDY PURPLE/ 

GOLDEN TICKET/ 

MYSTERY MACHINE/ 

DOG FATHER OG/ 

SOURGRAPE/KRISS 

KROSS/JACKHERER/ 

CHERRIES JUBILEE 


CRITICAL SENSI STAR/ 

DAYBREAK/CHERRY 
SHERBERT/4 WAY/ 
PINEAPPLE CHUNK/ 

PINK COOKIES/OG 
KUSH/DARKSTAR/ 

HARLEQUIN/PURPLE 
COLES/GRAND BLUE/ 

SOUR TSUNAMI/ 

CANNAL0PE KUSH 


EDIBLES 


RASPBERRY, GRAPE & 
WATERMELON PEBBLES 

PEACH MANGO, SEA SALT CARAMEL, 
& CHOCOLATE CARAMEL CHEWEES 

MILK CHOCOLATE, WHITE 
CHOCOLATE, & PEANUT 
BUTTER KOKO GEMS 

OATMEAL CHOCOLATE CHIP, TRIPLE 
CHOCOLATE, & WHITE CHOCOLATE 
MACADAMIA NUT COOKIES 


^toAe cvUi yxiuh, budtmd&i! < UfhU&AU{ifLli^ Imt. 


(TIOUP 


ARTIZEN CANNABIS 

$ 13 25 gram 

$4025 EIGHTH 

$ 92 5 ° QUARTER 


/rtnllif DABSTRACT CONCENTRATES 

PREMIUM CANNABIS OILS 

iQpJWr'V UGHT HYDROCARBON EXTRACTION 

$ 26 5 °- $ 41 25 5GRAM 

$ 39 75 - $ 69 25 GRAM 


WiiAcL 'UfedrieAdcity <5uehty ^TlJanUi 


OLE TINDER JUNE 15 6-8PM 


DURING 

BACK 

FIRE 


Local Musicians, Food Trucks, 
Exclusive Specials & more! 


WfatOX+S* LAKE CITY 

00©0®® NOW OPEN! 


This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair 
concentration, coordination, and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the 
influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this 
product. For use only by adults 21 and older. Keep out of reach of children. WAC 314-55-155 


COMMUNITY. CULTURE. CANNABIS. 

4912 17TH AVENUE NW 

BALLARD SEATTLE LAKE CITY 

10333 LAKE CITY WAYNE 

STASHPOTSHOP.COM ■ @STASHP0TSH0P 

Free Parking I Open 7 Days I Dog Friendly I Centrally Located, 
Close to Downtown I No Medical Card Needed I 21+ 



$4 EDIBLES 
$5 PRE ROLLS 
$6 GRAMS 
$25 1G WAX 
$25 OIL 

$42 for 7 GRAMS 
$75 for 14 GRAMS 
$99 for 28 GRAMS 

Open: 8am-11:30pm, 7 days a week 


OCEANGREENS420.COM 


DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, 
and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with 
consumption of this product. For use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children. 
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warn? 


3 5A 0 Stone Way N. 5ca Etic | (J061 946 B157 | seattleha shtag.com 


#TreatYourself 


choose bliss 


Facebook.com/PLAYIiveAtThorntonPlace 


rioi“bhc^cibcz 

Thornton Place 
309 NE 103rd St. 
Ph. (206) 268-0021 
Next to Regal Cinemas 


♦ eiu s urges i 


mm u jistiwl ♦ 


JUNE 17 - 19.2016 


VAUDEVILLE ETIQUETTE LULUC 

CATALOG SEATTLE ROCK ORCHESTRA 

TESS HENLEY COUNTRY UPS TAISTEN 

RUST ON THE RAILS LOCOMOTIVE DQLLARGIRL 
JP KENNESSY UNCLE Ml LONGSTRIDE 


PARIS ALEXA II flIRSfS TOD MANY OJ MULLET 


HUM AN LADDER 


&5UA 1*1 


rHfMfPIl Cii.LhMIB H ST CDVkil IE 


APPEARING DN HEDHOBK MAIN STAGE &. CENTER STAGE 

ENJOY THE FESTIVAL IN OUR LARGEST BEER GARDENS EVER! 

FREMONTSOLSTICE.COM 


TOLJrRM/\fS/l=rSITS AMO 
COMTSSTS MONTHLY! 


1“ C3AIV1_ 

_ J 

^ ITTcidden 

> FIFR 

> □□□m 

^ Ifloi-tcil Fombcit 
^ □<v>ei~ujcibch 
>...cind DDZEn5 more!!! 
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COVER ART 


Campaign in Contrast by NATE GOWDY 

Exhibition at Retail Therapy through July 1, 
mugs available at nategowdy.com. 


WE SAWYOU 

Stranger staffers saw you stopping traffic in 
Ballard, talking about chakras in Phinney, and 
showing off a whale’s tooth ... page 7 

NEWS 

Hillary Clinton’s big win; stopping slumlord rent 
hikes; and more ... page 9 

WEED 

What’s it really like to work in Seattle’s pot 
industry? ... page 13 

FEATURE 

Real World isn’t coming back to Seattle. It never 
left... page 15 

FEATURE 

Six women say a man posed as a female porn 
recruiter in order to lure them to his apartment 
for sex. What can the law do about it? ... page 18 

SAVAGE LOVE 

Dicks deluxe ... page 23 

THINGS TO DO: 

ARTS & CULTURE 

The Stranger suggests NW New Works at On 
the Boards, Our Circle of Breath at Elliott Bay 
Book Company, Volunteer Park Pride Festival, 
Negroni Week, and more ... page 25 

THINGS TO DO: MUSIC 

The Stranger suggests At the Drive-In at Show- 
box Sodo, Sam Mickens at Barboza, YG at Neu- 
mos, Adia Victoria at Sunset, and more ... page 31 
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David Bazan fights to keep fighting; review of 
Paul Simon’s Stranger to Stranger ... page 39 

VISUAL ART 

Tariqa Waters returns to the South in 100% 
Kanekalon Hair ... page 46 

THEATER 

A review of Stick Fly at the Intiman Theatre 
Festival... page 47 

BOOKS 

Taylor Dow’s Apocalypse Dad ... page 48 

FILM 

Reviews of Viktoria and Now You See Me 2... 
page 49 

CHOW 

Four cafes where the food is much better than it 
needs to be ... page 51 

FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

Amorous adventures could invite you to explore 
the frontiers of liberated love ... page 53 
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Meet 2016 Genius Award nominee Noelani 
Pantastico ... page 54 
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3-MY5 OF VJGGO MQFHEH5EN 

Pastern Promts 

JUNE 10 ■ 9:30 PM ■ SlFF CINEMA UP1QIW 

ThtiL! te to Viggo Mortsnsen 

JUNE 11 ■ 1:30 PM SlFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN 

The Lord of the fi^ngs. 


I he j^org of tne Kings. 

1 The R e turn of the long 

JUNE 11-11:30 PM ■ SlFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN 1 

A WBfoun ids Moon 

JUNE 12 ■ 11:00 AM SIFT CINEMA UPTOWN 

Cepfs/n Fan teste 

JUNE 12 - 2:30 PM ■ SlFF CINEMA UPTOWN • On Sltotdhy 


Southside with You 


JUNE Tt 7:00 PM SlFF CINEMA UPTOWN 
JUNE 12 - 7:00 PM ■ SlFF CINEMA EGYPTIAN 

$p®<¥l adiSBrnnngty mm,nil-r: 1989 summer 
tifienroon tvilh ihe Mure pr&skleno trf ite United 
■Slates, Hath* Obama, as he wmb Ins luture Fust 
Lady dii on epic Jirsi dale across Chicago's South 
Side n a red-life verson of Setore Sunrise 

DIRECTOR fllCHABD TAHNE 
SCHEDULE D TO ATTEND 


SATURN FLMfi PARTY 

F ranh & Lola 


|[ ,.UNE 1 1 ■ 7:00 PM ■ PACIFIC PLACE 
ff PARTY: HOTEL MONACO 

JUNE 12 li:00 PM KIHKLANU PC 

Mmhael Sha mon (ANdfoftM S,pmal) nnfl imoD^i 
Pnffls \Gi Jftwrrfl. sh?re a frizzling diRmifrlrf \ti this 
mErtantic inir ihulk ■ abotri :i Us Vt: s as dull wltotw 
ifiCrt-nJmfl seftil*. him Art art imijiopy! 

dul'tL *m revenrps, unCflv^rmjj surphSiliJ abaul 
hi§ lower's past, 

DIRECTOR AMmiEWBOSS SCHEDULED TO ffFIENP 


OjOSWG'NIGHTMLA 

The DressmaHer 

June i2'6 M m Cinerama • on standby 

JUNE 12 600 PM ■ AMC PACIFIC PLACE 

PAOTY to follow the screenings at mokai 

Kii'fi WirtelfiL Ltairi Hjirtaitvlh. a Ml Jtnly Dims Stir In Uiis hyilflifcslly , 

Piatk^pateiitH&ofiiillhu beknudnpralribiHAatfK 1950s drcssitiiihtf 
who returns Iron Paris tn her kr^I! Australian town Id right Uk wongs 1 
of IN! past Alid rL’TOlrikiriiru Hid kjiV-J CMi.ih.iuj, 

DIR ECIOfl JOCE LYN MOON HOUSE SCHEDULED M 
TO ATTEND CINERAMA SC RIENIfl G 


LIGHTthe 
S lFF UP 

MA Y13 TO JUNE IS 


I BUY TICKETS 

1 AT SIFKNET 

CALL SQ&3S4,3396 OR 
VISIT ANY SlFF BOX OFFICE 
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Internet freedom to be yourself 

When you want ro suff, slrecm, gome, and 
work even foster than eve*, you need lo 
experience the Gig life. 

Wove G connects you with Gigobii 
internet speed or a flat monthly rote so you 
can do more of line stuff you love. 

It's all delivered wiih no contract, no 
cap, and no catch. Now iltai's living 
the Gig Life. 


Gigabit, internet Speed. 



Available in apartment 
and condo buildings in: 

Bollard, Bo I [town, Capitol 
Hilt, Ctn fro I District, Eo si lake. 
First Hill, Fremont, Downtown, 
International District, 

Queen Anne, South lake Union, 
University District, West Seattle 
Bellevue, Redmond, and Everett 


No Contract. No Cap. No Catch. gowave.com/ G 

Order today or request Wave G Gigabit internet for your building. 


ELi 


TOWN-HALL 


TOWN HALL CIVICS SCIENCE ARTS & CULTURE COMMUNITY 


(6/8) Protecting Yourself and 
Your Privacy in the Digital Age 

A Call to Action 


(6/8) J.Kael Weston with 
Rajiv Chandrasekaran 

A Veteran's 'Mirror Test' 

(6/9) Seattle Music Partners 

All-SMP Concert and Celebration 

(6/10) Ari Rabin-Havt 

Navigating America's 
‘Post-Truth Politics' 

(6/11) Columbia Choirs 

SpringSong 

(6/12) Kevin Kelly 

'The Inevitable' 

(6/13) Jay Newton-Small 

Leveraging Female 
Political Power 

(6/15) Ideas Ignited presents: 

Regaining a Culture of Learning 

(6/15) University Book Store 
presents: 

An Evening with Mary Roach 

(6/16) Terry Tempest Williams 

Celebrating America's 
National Parks 

(6/18) American Red Cross 

Refugees on the Rise 

An International Crisis 

(6/20) Wenonah Hauter 

'Frackopoly' 

(6/21 Town Hall, The Common 
Acre, and WSU present: 

Gary Paul Nabhan 

Biodiversity in the City 

(6/21) Nathanael Johnson 

The Hidden Nature of the City 

(6/22) Fred Hutch presents: 

Rock Star Women in Science 

Inspiring the Next Generation 

(6/22) Saru Jayaraman 

The Secret Truths of the 
Restaurant Industry 

(6/23) Rinker Buck 

21st Century Adventures 
on the Old Oregon Trail 

(6/23) ACLU of Washington: 

Racial Justice, Accountability, 
and the Flint Water Crisis 

(6/23) Scottie Jeanette 
& Marcy Madden 
with Status Causey 

'Getting Back to Me' 


TOWN HALL CIVICS SCIENCE ARTS & CULTURE COMMUNITY 


WWW.TOWNHALLSEATTLE.ORG 


TOWN HALL CIVICS SCIENCE ARTS & CULTURE COMMUNITY 
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WE SAW YOU 

STRANGER STAFFERS WERE THERE AS IT HAPPENED 



HEY, CLOUD What’s up? 

BLUE SKIES ABOVE BEACON HILL 

We saw you, a very pretty and partly puffy 
cloud, hanging out in the blue skies above 
Beacon Hill. It was Saturday It was getting 
hot. You did not move much and had almost 
the whole sky to yourself. We thought: This 
cloud must be the happiest thing in Seattle. 

DUCK CROSSING IN BALLARD 

Last Thursday evening at 5:30 p.m., you, 
a handsome duck with tan, caramel, shiny 
black, and iridescent purple feathers, were 


THE STRANGER 


To submit an unsigned confession or accusation, send an 
e-mail to ianonymous@thestranger.com. Please remember 
to change the names of the innocent and guilty. 


Vs-ia t 



DEAD DUCK CHRONICLES 

This morning, I was driving my daugh¬ 
ter to school, and on one of the surface 
streets was a family of around 10 duck¬ 
lings and their mommy cruising down 
the road. I slowed, put my hand out to 
let other people know, and a bunch of us 
fucked off our morning commute until 
there was enough room to pass without 
hurting them. On my way home, I went 
down the same road—and some horrible 
fucking scumbag asshole had flattened 
the mother and at least one of the duck¬ 
lings. So fuck you—fuck you, fuck you, 
fuck you—you miserable human being. I 
wish I'd done more to get those poor ani¬ 
mals out of the road. But whoever didn't 
care enough to pay attention deserves 
to get kicked in the head until they die. 
Fuck you, humanity. 

—Anonymous 


wandering alone through Ballard. You saun¬ 
tered (your walk is more dignified than a 
waddle) into the middle of 52nd Street, caus¬ 
ing traffic to stop. Pedestrians and small chil¬ 
dren oohed and ahhed over you while making 
quacking noises, while adult drivers threw up 
their hands and laughed. You made your way 
out of the street and kept on going, a duck out 
of water, as cool as ever. 

ASKING FOR WATER AT EZELL’S 
FAMOUS CHICKEN 

It must have been at least 85 degrees at the 4 
bus stop outside Ezell’s Famous Chicken in the 
Central District. When you rolled your wheel¬ 
chair onto the bus, you mentioned how thirsty 
you were. You said you had asked for water at 
Ezell’s, but the person behind the counter had 
wanted to charge you. An old woman asking 
for water?! Not 10 seconds after sharing this 
story, a young Ezell’s employee came running 
onto the bus with an ice-cold bottled water for 
you, free of charge. “Jesus asked for water,” 
he said and hopped back off the bus. “Jesus 
asked for water,” you said, looking somewhat 
shocked. “I like that.” 

WE WANT TO BELIEVE 

We heard you chatting excitedly with a friend 
about her chakra work before an herbal medi¬ 
cine class at the Phinney Neighborhood As¬ 
sociation. Your friend had gone very deep into 
herself, you explained. So deep, in fact, that 
maybe she didn’t feel it necessary to complete 
the chakra rounds. That was okay, you told 
her; that was her journey. We wanted to make 
fun of you and your friend so, so badly, but 
then we remembered that we were clutching 
a green amazonite crystal for dear life just two 
chairs away at the same herbal medicine class. 
Sometimes people who spend their whole lives 
radiating light and love get very, very sick and 
there’s nothing we can do about it. Sometimes 
people we trust turn out to be predators. Some¬ 
times people we love can’t see their own value, 
no matter how hard we try to make them see it. 
And sometimes the world seems overwhelm¬ 
ingly twisted and gray and irredeemable and 
all we have is a stupid green crystal we paid 50 
cents for at the crystal store because we felt it 
connect with our heart chakra, and sometimes 
the beliefs we can’t justify rationally are the 
only things that are keeping us alive. So fuck it. 



The Stranger’s 

CAPTION CARTOON CONTEST 

Below, we have provided a caption in need of a cartoon. You, the 
reader, submit your drawing in the space provided, and we will select 
a winner and publish it at thestranger.com at our discretion. 



NOTE: The Stranger’s Caption Cartoon Contest is in no way affiliated with or inspired by any contest related to cartoons, 
captions, or cartoon captions in any other publication that exists now or has ever existed or shall ever exist. Territory shall 
include the entire universe. Contest entries become the property of The Stranger for eternity and can never be returned or 
discussed. Again, if you were thinking we got this idea from some other magazine, you should really stop being completely 
absurd because, frankly, and I didn’t want to say this while your friends were here, but you’re starting to embarrass your¬ 
self. Please send cartoon entries to: The Stranger’s Caption Cartoon Contest, 153511th Ave, Seattle, WA, 98122, ore-mail a 
reasonably good scan to onlycontestofitskind@thestranger.com. 


HANDSOME GUY WITH GROCERY LIST 
ON HIS HAND 

You—a frighteningly handsome twentysome¬ 
thing guy with shaggy blond hair—sat at the 
bar at Bimbo’s around 10 p.m. on a Satur¬ 
day night. “What does your tattoo say,” the 
stranger next to you asked, as we observed 
from across the bar. It wasn’t a tattoo, you 
replied, “just Sharpie.” It was a grocery list 
written on your hand: tortillas, sour cream, 
avocado. “Nothing fancy,” you said. We won¬ 
dered, had you’d given up on buying taco in¬ 
gredients and just come to have tacos at the 
bar instead? Or were you going to hang out at 
this bar that serves tacos and then go make 
tacos yourself later? And, if so, did you need 
any company? 

WHALE’S TOOTH AT NACHO 
BORRACHO 

You—a local DJ and promoter—approached 
us at Nacho Borracho during the first anni¬ 
versary party for the techno monthly Weird 
Room in the back of the bar and said a friend 
had given you a whale tooth. We had never 
seen one before. You held it before us—the 
dull white object was almost as long as your 
hand and tapered to a not very sharp crest. 
Somehow we were slightly underwhelmed, 
but we did appreciate you showing us this 
esoteric artifact from the wild. 

ARE THOSE THE ONLY OPTIONS? 

You, a young woman in colorful leggings 
walking on East Olive Way, were wearing a 
T-shirt emblazoned with the words VAPE 
OR DIE. Seeing this triggered a depressing 


chain of thoughts: Some individual or com¬ 
pany actually thought that this slogan would 
look good on a T-shirt, some people think 
that this T-shirt would be pleasing to own, 
and some people think that vaping is cool and 
worth hyping on clothing and not, you know, 
the worst, next to cigarette smoking. 

SWINGING FOR THE TREES AT 
VOLUNTEER PARK 

On the first truly blistering Saturday of the 
year, Volunteer Park was filled with magazine¬ 
reading couples, happy dogs, and shirtless 
dudes tossing Frisbees. We saw you, a group 
of adults, swinging the handle of a cheap 
broom at a red pinata. We think the pinata was 
shaped like a strawberry, though it was hard 
to tell through our own sun-drunk haze. You 
swung and swung as the feeble tree branch 
supporting the pinata bounced around in the 
air. The whole thing seemed to last forever: 
swing, swing, swing. We never saw any of you 
actually break the pinata open, but we hope 
whatever was inside was worth it. 

SPEAKING OF VOLUNTEER PARK 

On a jog through the park at dusk a few 
weeks ago, we saw your limbs sticking out 
of a hammock strung between trees. On 
second glance, we saw two sets of limbs. We 
wondered, vaguely, if you two were having 
sex—lewd conduct in public is against the 
law, but it’s not unheard of in Volunteer Park. 
As we passed the hammock, it became clear 
you were a straight couple, you were fully 
clothed, and you each had a book in your lap. 
You were reading. ■ 
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Music ■ Games * Prizes 
Food Specials * Beer ■ Wine * Cocktails 


THURSDAY JUNE 16 

SEATTLE CENTER ARMDRY 

5pm - 8pm 




PARTY 


seattl ecenter, com 


©> seatlletenter 


foundation 


L irm da ra.i'l<131 ■ id ^i tii cl 


<§) 

seatt : ■? center 


.. 


i: .*^j cr a 

a. wviAfl r 0 ledm 


CiCI 

GARRETT LEIGHT CALIFORNIA OPTICAL 



TRUNK SHOW 


SalunJa^ June 11th: l-4pm 


50% off Rk lo ns os 
when purchasing a 
Garralt Lai g hi fra mo 
during show only 


OCULUS 

740 Denny Wgy 
{204) 508-124 3 



THIEVERY CORPORATION 

BONOBOiDism lettuce 
CLAUDE VONSTROKE {lATCWtHrj 

LIDO ; MR. CARMACK : JAI WOLF 

TOURIST : FKi : HIPPIE SABOTAGE 
CLAPTONS : HERMITUDE : G JONES 
LUNlCE: DJEM BA DIEM BA : LOUIS THE CHILD 
RANDOM RAB : J.PHLIP : PHUTUREPRIMITIVE 
DARIUS I LE YOUTH : MQTEZ : DIMOND SAINTS 
POMO : SHADES iepiwm l jujk mru) : BUKU 
JOSH PAN : TCA5BQ : EKALJ : JERRY FOLK 
JACKLNON : ALIX PEREZ : SAM BING A 
TENNYSON ; ARDALAN ; MA5EGO 
STELLAMARA : LYNX A SERVANTS Of SOwfi 
FI LAST NE lu,;.■ &D0ZPENTHDU5E PENTHOUSE 
HUMANS: CHAMPAGNE «IP: MIKQS DA GAWD 
5 UG ARP ILL - XM ; tCi-MYTH : MINT 
MUHKAL HAANA : DJ ANJAJU : JP RlGAUD 
CHANT! DARUNG : WORLD'S HNE5T 
DANNY CORN : B ARSONS ; PRSN : G ANGSIGWS 
BQGL : SOQHAN : BENNYROX 1 EASTGH05T 
EVAN ALEXANDER: EL PAPACHANGO 
SOLOVOX : OCTABAN 
AND MANY MORE! I 


COIME RUN WITH YOUR PACK! 


WWVr.WWHTWEFfSTIV^LCM 
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NEWS 


Stopping 
Slumlord 
Rent Hikes 

A New City Law Helps 
You Avoid a Rent Hike 
If Your Apartment Is 
in Unsafe Condition 



BVE-BVE BERNIE Get with her. 

Never Trump 

What Hillary Clinton’s Win Brings into Focus 

BY ELI SANDERS 


ell, this is weird. But hey, it’s 
a weird election year. Due 
to a deadline that didn’t co¬ 
operate with this week’s big political news, 
I’m writing to you from the day before the 
Democratic contests in California, Montana, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, North Dakota, and 
South Dakota. By the time you read this, the 
voting will be over in those states and Hillary 
Clinton will have the delegates needed to be¬ 
come the first woman to win the presidential 
nomination of any major United States politi¬ 
cal party in—to borrow Ru Paul’s preferred 
term—herstory. 

Before anyone accuses me of having rigged 
time itself in order to declare Clinton the victor 
of this year’s left-dividing Democratic contest, 
let me just point out that even as I type this, the 
Associated Press, based on its own canvassing 
of delegates and superdelegates, has already 
declared Clinton the winner of the Democratic 
nomination battle. According to the AF, as of 
the day before this week’s primaries, Clinton 
had already reached the magic number: 2,383 
delegates pledging to vote for her at the Demo¬ 
cratic convention in Philadelphia in late July. 
Barring the collapse of math as we know it, it’s 
over. 

Sorry, Bernie Sanders fans (and fanatics). 
He ran a strong and righteous campaign, but 
Clinton has beaten Sanders fair and square 
in the popular vote—she was more than 
three million votes ahead of Sanders before 
Tuesday’s primaries—and no matter what 
you think of the role that superdelegates 


play in the Democratic nominating process, 
under the terms of that process, she’s beat¬ 
en him fair and square in the race to cobble 
together 2,383 pledged delegates and super¬ 
delegates—just as Barack Obama cobbled 
together enough pledged delegates and su¬ 
perdelegates to defeat Clinton at roughly this 
stage in 2008. 

Sure, you can say it’s not final until July 25 
when the superdelegates actually vote. May¬ 
be Sanders himself will keep on saying that 
until the convention, who knows. But there’s 


This year’s contest is 
about something much 
more fundamental than 
American liberalism versus 
American conservatism. 


an urgency in seeing reality now. 

The Republican nominee for president 
is a bullying, sexist, and baldly racist re¬ 
ality television star who places the rule 
of law far beneath his own astoundingly 
narcissistic needs and his frightening pro¬ 
to-fascist demands. Aside from being a 
terrifying development, this means that this 
year’s presidential contest is about something 
much more fundamental than American liber¬ 
alism versus American conservatism. 

It’s about whether we will elect a presi¬ 
dent who believes in American democracy. 


After four decades in politics, there is of 
course a lot one can say about Clinton, and 
sure, a fair bit of it is negative. Even so, one 
can’t seriously doubt that Clinton under¬ 
stands the Constitution, believes in the 14th 
Amendment, and respects the rule of law. 
When it comes to Donald Trump, one can’t 
seriously argue that he understands, be¬ 
lieves in, or respects any of those things—or 
anything at all, save for his own egotism and 
will to power. 

Most recently, Trump has been on a tear 
against a federal judge who is presiding over 
a case against the now-defunct and highly 
questionable “Trump University.” Trump 
claims the judge—who was born in the Unit¬ 
ed States—is Mexican and therefore out to 
get him. Trump has also suggested that a 
Muslim judge couldn’t impartially oversee a 
case involving him, either. Republican senator 
Lindsey Graham described these blatantly 
bigoted claims from Trump as “the most un- 
American thing from a politician since Joe 
McCarthy.” Graham continued: “There’ll 
come a time when the love of country will 
trump hatred of Hillary.” 

Graham was speaking to members of his 
own party with that last line, but this idea 
should also be heard by any Bernie-or-Bust 
dead-enders. You don’t have to love every¬ 
thing—or even most things—about this 
deeply troubled country in order to know 
that in a fight for the American presidency 
between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump, 
it’s essential to fight for Clinton. ■ 


BY HEIDI GROOVER 

F or the tenants of one run-down South 
Seattle apartment building, living 
alongside rats, roaches, and broken heaters 
had been bearable while they were paying 
$550 a month in rent. That changed when 
they got a notice that their rent would soon 
be double that—$1,150 or more. 

“People need a new location,” said Sahro 
Farah, who lived with her five children in 
the building on Rainier Avenue South, dur¬ 
ing a press conference called by Seattle City 
Council member Kshama Sawant. “This lo¬ 
cation—[there is] no safety.” 

Sawant had gathered Farah and other 
tenants at City Hall last fall to draw atten¬ 
tion to the conditions in their apartments, 
rent increases demanded by their landlord, 
and Sawant’s proposed solution. She named 
it the “Carl Haglund law” after Farah’s now- 
infamous landlord. 

The law, passed unanimously by the city 
council on June 
6 and supported 
by the mayor, will 
temporarily halt 
rent increases at 
any building with 
severe housing- 
code violations 
until those viola¬ 
tions are fixed. 
The law takes effect in about a month. 

Here’s how the law will work: If you’re a 
renter and you receive a notice of a rent in¬ 
crease while living in an apartment or house 
with serious housing-code violations, you no¬ 
tify your landlord in writing of the problems 
with the property. If your landlord fails to fix 
the problems, you can then complain to the 
city’s Department of Construction and In¬ 
spections, which will send an inspector to the 
property. If that inspector finds a violation, 
they’ll notify your landlord that the rent 
can’t be raised until that’s fixed. (If you owe 
the higher rent before the city can get an in¬ 
spector to your door, you may be eligible for 
a refund later.) 

Not all housing-code violations will trig¬ 
ger the new rule, but the most serious 
safety-related ones will. Among them: leaky 
roofs, crumbling or broken foundations or 
stairs, broken windows, broken heaters, ex¬ 
posed wiring, missing smoke detectors, lack 
of hot water, rodents, insects, or broken toi¬ 
lets, sinks, or showers. (The full list is on the 
city’s website. Google “Seattle RRIO check¬ 
list” and look for the things with an asterisk 
next to them.) For help, call the city at 615- 
0808 or the Tenants Union of Washington 
State hotline at 723-0500. 

“It’s absolutely appalling that that’s ► 
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◄ what’s left for the lowest income people in 
the city,” says Liz Etta, executive director of 
the Tenants Union. If you have trouble get¬ 
ting a speedy inspection from the city, Etta 
recommends organizing with your neighbors. 
“They really do respond when multiple ten¬ 
ants have the same issues,” she says. 

The Tenants Union knows Haglund well. 
They say they’ve heard from tenants of his in 
the past complaining about code violations at 
buildings he owns. 

Haglund says he thought the building 
where Sahro Farah lives was in acceptable 
shape because it passed a city inspection in 
July, shortly before he bought the building. 
After tenants planned to protest outside his 
office, Haglund promised them free rent for 
a month. The next day, a second city inspec¬ 
tion found more than 200 code violations at 
the building. 

Unsurprisingly, Haglund opposes the law 
nicknamed after him. He says the city should 
focus on fixing its inspection system instead. 
“This law isn’t going to accomplish what most 
people think it should accomplish,” he says. 
Developer lobbyist (and sometimes Haglund 
spokesperson) Roger Valdez goes even further. 
Valdez claims landlords should be allowed to 
raise rents at substandard buildings because 
that’s the only way they can pay for improve¬ 
ments. Council members and advocates reject 
that logic. They say anticipating maintenance 
costs is a necessary part of running a business. 


The fight could end up in court. The Rent¬ 
al Housing Association of Washington, which 
represents landlords and claims Sawant’s law 
is a form of rent control, has hinted at a pos¬ 
sible lawsuit. On the day of the council vote, 
RHA director Melany Brown said only, “We 
are having a meeting later this week to dis¬ 
cuss options.” 

The “Carl Haglund law” may be only the 
beginning. The Tenants Union is advocat¬ 
ing for improvements to the inspection law. 
Members of Sawant’s party, Socialist Al¬ 
ternative, continue to call for rent control. 
And Sawant herself is already working on 
her next tenant protection: caps on move-in 
fees. In a city where rents have been rising 
for years—rents rose between 7 and 9.5 per¬ 
cent over the last year, depending on how you 
measure—but where state law prohibits rent 
control, these sorts of protections will be the 
ongoing focus of the city’s populist left. 

It’s unclear how many renters will ben¬ 
efit from this new law. Etta says the Tenants 
Union hotline, which takes more than 4,000 
calls a year, regularly hears from people fac¬ 
ing rent increases and code violations. Until 
now, they’ve recommended those renters file 
a complaint about the code violations and get 
started finding a new place to live. 

“Landlords can increase rents to what¬ 
ever they want,” Etta says. “This protection 
says, ‘No. You cannot do it if you operate a 
slum.’” ■ 



Protect Our Parks Initiative 
Fails to Make the Ballot 
on Mercer Island 

Mercer Island Center for the Arts Won 
the Battle Against Park Purists—but 
They Still Need to Raise $20 Million 

BY RICH SMITH 


B ack in March, a group called Con¬ 
cerned Citizens for Mercer Island 
Parks created a petition designed to preserve 
Mercer Island’s parks and open spaces for 
“park use” only. For the Concerned Citizens, 
“park use” included the construction of base¬ 
ball fields and artificial turf (i.e., permanent 
sports stuff) but not performance arts cen¬ 
ters (i.e., permanent arts stuff). 

If the group could collect 3,000 signatures by 
June 3, then the matter of whether to build the 
proposed Mercer Island Center for the Arts 
(MICA) in Mercerdale Park would go on the 
November ballot, which would have delayed 
the construction of MICA and effectively killed 
Youth Theatre Northwest, the only youth the¬ 
ater on the island and an important institution 
that has fed Seattle’s and the country’s theater 
scenes for more than three decades. 

MICA would replace a defunct recycling 
center that has been languishing in Mercer¬ 
dale Park for years, its innovative design 
would complement the park’s beauty, and its 


arts programming would draw more commu¬ 
nity members into the park. Mercer Island 
residents wouldn’t have to drive over the 
bridge to see art, parents could take advan¬ 
tage of arts education opportunities, weirdos 
and queer kids would have a place to escape, 
and a youth theater would be saved. 

But Ira Appelman, the leader of Concerned 
Citizens, told me back in April that the plan 
to build MICA was just one more instance of 
Mercer Island City Council overreach. He and 
his volunteers took to the streets with clip¬ 
boards in hand and wrapped their anti-arts 
initiative in a pro-parks and pro-democracy 
rhetoric. The organization went so far as to 
produce a commercial that depicted their op¬ 
position and the city council as multicolored 
cartoon bullies who were trying to kick white- 
colored cartoon children and a cane-wielding 
granny out of the park. At the end of the video, 
the granny transforms into giant and beats 
the bullies with her cane. 

A group called Support Mercer Island Parks 
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and Arts sprang up in response. SMIPA listed 
a number of counterarguments on its website 
and launched a campaign to raise awareness 
about how to “un-sign” the Protect Our Parks 
petition aimed at those who felt duped by 
Concerned Citizens. SMIPAs efforts proved 
successful. Last Friday, the deadline for filing 
the petitions to put the anti-arts initiative on 
the ballot passed with no petitions filed. 

“The defeat of this petition clearly demon¬ 
strates that islanders believe parks in different 
locations can add value to our community in 
different ways,” SMIPA said in a statement. 
“Mercer Island voters sent a clear message 
that our parks should be for all and that arts 
and parks can successfully work together.” 

Robynne Parkinson, a lawyer who vol¬ 
unteers for SMIPA, said via e-mail that a 
number of people un-signed the petition af¬ 
ter learning more about the potential fallout 
of the petition and of MICAs plans. “At last 
count, there were over a hundred ‘un-sign’ 


letters, which is unprecedented,” she said. 

On Friday, I left a message with Appelman, 
asking for comment. He hasn’t responded as 
of press time. 

Manuel Cawaling, executive director of 
Youth Theatre Northwest, told me by phone 
that he feels relieved. For him, the fact that 
the Concerned Citizens group was unable to 
gather 3,000 signatures is a heartening sign. 
“The people of Mercer Island support the 
arts,” Cawaling said. 

Next on the agenda: MICA is currently 
in the middle of an environmental impact 
review. After that, the organization will try 
to secure a lease from the city, and, liber¬ 
ated from the threat of cane-wielding granny 
monsters, continue on with their $20 million 
capital campaign. 

“We’re a lot more attractive to funders 
now that there’s more certainty,” Cawaling 
said. “Sure makes the summer look much 
more exciting.” ■ 


View-Obsessed Seattleites 
Have Been Illegally 
Cutting Trees for Decades 

BY ANA SOFIA KNAUF 


I n March, a team of city investigators dis¬ 
covered 153 big-leaf maple trees that had 
been hacked down in the West Duwamish 
Greenbelt on a West Seattle hillside. The 
story, first reported by the Seattle Times , 
sparked public outrage. One anonymous 
commenter suggested the city “chop the [cul¬ 
prits] to pieces and see how it feels.” 

The hillside is recognized by the Seattle 
Department of Construction and Inspections 
as an environmentally critical area because it 
is prone to landslides. Now, with fewer trees 
to stabilize the soil, more soil will slough off 
the hillside, said Bryan Stevens, a media rep¬ 
resentative for SDCI. 

When the city attorney’s office launched 
an investigation into the clear-cutting inci¬ 
dent later in the month, four homeowners, 
backed with a lawyer, admitted to cutting 
the trees. In a letter from their attorney, one 
homeowner claimed the group had hired con¬ 
tractors to prune their trees while they were 
out of town and came back to the felled trees. 

While the West Seattle homeowners have 
apologized—and shifted the blame—they 
also have restored their coveted, property- 
value-boosting views of Puget Sound and 
downtown Seattle. 

Cass Turnbull doesn’t buy the explanation 
offered by the West Seattle homeowners. 
Turnbull works as a professional gardener 
and horticulturalist. She founded Plant Am¬ 
nesty in 1987, “to end the senseless torture 
and mutilation of trees and shrubs,” and 
Tree PAC, the legal arm of the advocacy 
organization. 

“When people talk about ‘my view,’ they 
don’t own a view,” said Turnbull. “They own a 
window that has a view. They didn’t pay any¬ 
body for the air rights above their home. If a 
building came up between you and the water, 
you wouldn’t have any rights to tell them to 
tear off the top floor they just put on.” 

While incidents like the one in West Se¬ 
attle get headlines, it isn’t the only way trees 
are damaged across the city. More often, 
homeowners hire tree-trimming crews to re¬ 
move large branches from the tops of their 
trees, a practice called “tree topping.” 

People have been illegally “topping” trees 
for decades, said Turnbull. Poor pruning 
practices threaten urban forests and dra¬ 
matically shorten trees’ lives. When trees are 
topped, the structural integrity of the tree 


becomes compromised and—pay attention, 
homeowners—the cut branches sprout back 
quickly and much thicker. 

Nolan Rundquist, Seattle’s city arborist, 
has seen topped trees all over the city. “It’s 
absolutely the worst thing you can do if you 
wanted to do something to improve your 
view,” said Rundquist. “You’re going to end 
up with a more blocked view than you started 
off with.” 

The obsession with uninterrupted views— 
of the water, of the mountains, of Mount 
Rainier—has led some homeowners to bully 
their neighbors into topping their trees. 
Turnbull encourages residents being pres¬ 
sured by view-mongering neighbors to ignore 
them. “If you cut down one tree to appease 
your neighbors’ desire for a view, they’ll be 
back next week for another one,” she said. 

Alan Kohn has been dealing with com¬ 
plaints from his neighbors for the last 30 
years. Kohn lives in Innis Arden, a commu¬ 
nity near Shoreline with strict requirements 
about tree heights. In the mid-1980s, the In¬ 
nis Arden Club’s board of directors passed a 
view covenant that mandated that trees on 
private property could not stand taller than 
the average house, or about 22 feet. 

Kohn and his late wife had two Douglas fir 
trees in their yard, which stood about 135 feet 
tall. The Kohns were able to appease their 
view-obsessed neighbors at first by cutting 
tree branches to create openings in the tree 
line. But newer neighbors were more ada¬ 
mant about their view rights. 

“At that time, and until very recently, the 
board was dominated by people who were ad¬ 
vocating for views rather than trees,” Kohn 
said. 

After his family’s Douglas firs were cut 
down, the board passed a motion that floored 
the Kohns. The board decided to cut down 
around 63 mature Douglas firs trees in Bear 
Reserve, a previously protected nature re¬ 
serve near the Kohns’s home. 

“It was pretty much clear-cut... which 
destroyed the shade and gave neighbors on 
higher ground more of a view,” he said. 

“We lose trees incrementally—one at a 
time,” said Turnbull. “People think that this 
one doesn’t count, but it’s the cumulative 
value that matters. The good that trees do 
are for the whole neighborhood, not the one 
person that owns it.” ■ 
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WEED 


What’s It Really Like 
to Work in Seattle’s 
Pot Industry? 

Cannabusiness Owners and Employees 
Discuss the Economic Reality—and Limits— 

of Working in the So-Called “Green Rush” 

BY TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE 


O ne of the major benefits touted by pro¬ 
ponents of cannabis legalization is job 
creation. Currently in Seattle, there are 46 
licensed retailers, 19 producer/processors, 
20 processors, and numerous ancillary busi¬ 
nesses. But as my column last week about 
Uncle Ike’s violating the minimum wage 
shows, there are concerns about the quality 
of these jobs. 

Curious about whether the “green rush” is 
living up to its economic promise, I chatted with 
cannabusiness owners and employees to get a 
clearer picture of what pot jobs are like. What 
I found is that, while the industry isn’t exactly 
a wet dream of worker empowerment, it’s not 
exactly a smoldering garbage fire either. 

For starters, after the recent flap, Ian 
Eisenberg raised Uncle Ike’s starting wage 
to $11 an hour, 50 cents over minimum wage. 
Sam Burke, who owns Ruckus on Capitol 
Hill, said his budtenders 
start at $12 an hour, plus 
tips, and move up to $13 
to $15 an hour after 90 
days. Ryan Kunkel, who 
owns the Have a Heart 
chain, said he pays his 
employees $13 an hour 
plus tips for the first 60 
days, bumping them up 
to $15 after. Store manag¬ 
ers make anywhere from 
$40,000 to $100,000 a year. 

Dockside Cannabis, in Sodo and Shoreline, 
starts budtenders at $15 an hour and shift 
leads at $16. They don’t do tips, instead col¬ 
lecting donations for various environmental 
causes, but they do offer regular bonuses when 
the shop meets certain sales goals. They also 
promote from within, according to Maria Mo¬ 
ses, a co-owner. 

At Stash in Ballard, employees start at $13 
an hour plus tips, and after a 90-day proba¬ 
tionary period are bumped up to $15 an hour, 
according to buying manager Shea Hynes. 

A recently hired budtender named Tarn- 
sen Fuhs said working at Stash was a step 
up from her previous job as a barista at Star- 
bucks, where she made the same base wage 
but only about $1 to $2 an hour in tips, as op¬ 
posed to $5 to $6 an hour at Stash. 

Josh Glasgall, Stash’s managing editor, 
said he’d actually taken a significant pay cut 
to work in cannabis. He left his financial ser¬ 
vices job in New York, thinking he’d work at 
a craft brewery out West. Instead, he ended 
up at Stash as a night manager, eventually 
moving up to his current job producing the 
company’s content. 

While he declined to share his salary, he 
said he is able to live comfortably enough in 
Seattle. Perhaps most importantly, he said he 
was far more fulfilled by his current job than 
his work in financial services. 

Trey Reckling, sales manager for Kush 


Tours and one of the developers of Seattle 
Central’s medical marijuana consultant class, 
said the primary benefit of working in canna¬ 
bis is not monetary. “It’s funny, a lot of people 
assume that everyone went into the cannabis 
industry for the money,” he said. “Others as¬ 
sume those who have are rolling in the piles of 
cash [from] the so-called ‘green rush.’ On the 
ground, you see many people working hard, 
working long hours, and not driving sports 
cars. The people I see are motivated more by 
what they can do to help other people.” 

Still, that doesn’t mean people aren’t en¬ 
titled to a living wage—or benefits. “[The 
recreational market] is coming out of an 
unregulated marketplace and kind of an un¬ 
derground economy,” said Nathe Lawver, 
communications director for UFCW Local 
367, the first union in Washington to organize 
cannabis retail workers. Now that it’s legal, he 
said, it’s high time to start 
thinking about improving 
working conditions. 

A budtender working 
in the recreational mar¬ 
ket who asked to remain 
anonymous said his main 
complaint is the “total lack 
of benefits or paid time off 
that seems to be status quo 
in the industry at large.” 

Of all the pot shops I 
informally surveyed— 

Uncle Ike’s, Stash, Have a Heart, Dockside, 
and Ruckus—only Uncle Ike’s offers health 
benefits and paid time off to its employees. 

Cannabusiness owners say health insur¬ 
ance just isn’t within their budget, and they 
blame taxes for their limited profit margins. 
Under section 280E of the federal tax code, 
legal pot businesses must pay federal taxes 
on the sale of their federally illegal drugs, yet 
they can’t deduct any business expenses be¬ 
sides the cost of goods. Until the issuing of 
a recent IRS memo, retailers couldn’t even 
write off state taxes. 

Kunkel suggested that easing up the tax 
burden would do the most to improve pay in 
the industry. “There’s 35 percent right there 
that would be tacked on back to the employ¬ 
ees,” he said. 

Hynes, of Stash, said that members of the 
Seattle industry association Cannabis Orga¬ 
nization of Retail Establishments (CORE) 
have floated the idea of buying health care 
cooperatively to bring the price within reach 
but a firm plan had yet to materialize. 

In the meantime, ganjapreneurs are just 
trying to do right by their employees. “When 
I opened this company, I made myself a 
promise to do the opposite of all the crappy 
jobs I ever had,” said Kunkel. “At the top of 
that was to pay people what they were worth 
and stay the hell away from minimum wage.” 
Sounds like a good plan to me. ■ 
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Real World Isn’t Coming Back to Seattle. It Never Left. 

by Sean Nelson 



COURTESY OF MTV 


QUESTIONS 

Q: Is it true that Real World is coming to Seattle? 

A: It appears so. Though Bunim/Murray Productions has 
yet to officially confirm, I have an e-mail from a member of the 
art department soliciting crew members. They were seeking 
a shopper and an art department PA, and the pay is $150 per 
day with a guaranteed five weeks of work—not bad by Seattle 
independent film standards. The start date for both jobs was 
May 16. So they’re not coming. They’re already here. 

Q: Will the cast really be living on Capitol Hill? 

A: They will, at 1517 12th Avenue, between Pike and Pike, 
right next door to Northwest Film Forum, upstairs from 
Juicebox, down the block from the police station, and one 
block from Stranger HQ. 

Q: Real World is still on the air? 

A: It is. This will be season 32 and the only major change to 
the formula—gaggle of moderately unalike youths share living 
space—came two years ago, in season 29 (San Francisco, for 
the second time), when producers dropped The from the show’s 
title. Since its premiere in 1992, Real World has never not been 
on the air. 

Q: How can this be happening? 

A: Because we asked for it. I don’t mean we literally asked 
for it, although that’s not out of the question. The produc¬ 
tion will mean a handful of jobs for talented local film/video 
production crew members, and it bangs the drum for more 
out-of-town productions, so it’s possible local arts bureaucrats 
begged Real World to come back. 

But out here in the rest of the world, the grim reality (par¬ 
don the expression) is that Seattle in 2016, specifically Capitol 
Hill, and even more specifically the neighborhood where they’ll 
be living, is the PERFECT place to shoot another season of 
Real World: Seattle. Walking around Pike/Pine on a weekend 
night is already like shouldering your way through a cattle call 
audition for a Bunim/Murray production: conventionally at¬ 
tractive normals who occupy the spectrum between bad taste 
and no taste and share a penchant for flaunting their drunken¬ 
ness in shaky handheld videos. 

This isn’t a new observation. It’s just how Seattle is now. 
Complaining about it, even noticing it, has become a cliche. 
The same can be said of the phenomenon of reality TV Plenty 
of smart, well-meaning people have noted the way the format 
preys on our lowest impulses, makes us voyeurs, devalues 
artistry, cheapens the essential nature of love, friendship, and 
humanity, isn’t even real. But it has stuck around long enough 
for its more grotesque elements—which have always been the 
core of its appeal—to seem completely normal, like talking on 
the phone in a movie theater or Prince and David Bowie being 
dead. 

“FUCK THE REAL WORLD” 

The last time Real World came to Seattle, the only excitement 
I remember happening locally was at the prospect of sabotaging 
the production any way possible. Back when cameras were rare 
and money was a rumor, The Stranger sponsored a Real World 
Paparazzi Contest with a $1,000 first prize and started a gossip 
column (TTS, which stood for This Town Sucks) with the express 
purpose of humiliating anyone involved with the show. But before 
you make that sound you make when you talk about this paper’s 
relationship to negativity, we were merely giving voice to a feel¬ 
ing that was being expressed all over town. A lot of people made 
T-shirts that said things like “Fuck the Real World” or “The Real 
World Sucks” and vowed to make an obscene, culture-jammy 
spectacle if they even glimpsed a TV camera. 

What cultural event has more thoroughly united the city 
since? The Seahawks winning the Super Bowl? Obama’s 


election night? The WTO? Nobody wanted The Real World: 
Seattle —nobody who didn’t work for Viacom or Entercom or 
Bunim/Murray or wanted one of the show’s insanely scarce 
production jobs, that is. It was 1998. The first tech bubble was 
furtzing around the room like a punctured balloon. A small 
population of 26-year-old beta-bros who had briefly been on- 
paper millionaires had to go find honest work. The Seattle 
music boom was over and a less hysterical, more interesting 
music scene was gaining momentum. It even looked like we 
might get a citywide monorail (sheeeeeeeeeeeeeeit). In short: 
This was no time for a bunch of TV dipshits to start strip¬ 
mining Seattle’s cool ore again. 


Seattle. Did. Not. Want. The. Real. World. 

But we got it. There were a few minor disruptions. Cast 
members were greeted with boos at public appearances, like 
radio DJs introducing bands at a rock show—which was only 
appropriate, since they were given jobs at The End. 

“The citizens in Seattle hated us,” cast member Irene Mc¬ 
Gee recalled in 2013. “One night, a guy jumped into the booth 
at a bar when we were taping, landed on my head, and said, 
‘Fuck The Real World .’” 

McGee, you will definitely recall, was the one with Lyme 
disease, also the one who got slapped by her male castmate 
on camera. ^ 
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◄ I have a dim memory of an attempted 
protest at Sit & Spin, a (fantastic) rock club/ 
laundromat in Belltown where the cast was 
planning to take in a show Six or seven people 
donned their “Fuck the Real World” T-shirts 
and headed to the club, determined to ruin as 
many shots as possible. But the camera op¬ 
erators had become adept at shooting around 
such disturbances, and the righteous mis¬ 
chief played out like harassment to the tech 
crew members who were just trying to do 
their job, and an annoyance to the rest of the 
room, who were just trying to see a band. The 
would-be culture jammers wound up looking 
like hopeful actors desperately trying to get 
the indifferent TV eye to notice them. 

The Stranger’s Real World Paparazzi Con¬ 
test didn’t fare much better. Though video 
cameras weren’t quite rare, they were a luxu¬ 
ry item, and they were the size of a briefcase, 
and the technology to transfer and edit video 
footage was still the province of pros. Digi¬ 
tal still cameras were also brand-new and 
scarce, which meant shooting on film, taking 
it to the shop, waiting to get it developed, and 
zzzzzzz. We received a few entries, but no one 
remembers them being any good. 

INFINITELY MORE CYNICAL 

The case against The Real World was cul¬ 
tural, but it was aesthetic, too. 

The basic idea was that Seattle, the real 
Seattle, our Seattle, was not about to let some 
fake-ass television show (not that anyone ad¬ 
mitted to watching television) come into our 
little paradise (which we complained about 
constantly) and shoplift the essence we’d 
worked so hard to cultivate (though “we” had 
only borrowed or inherited it, and most peo¬ 
ple would agree that the best of it had ended 
long before any of us had gotten here). Espe¬ 
cially not for the benefit of M fucking TV 

MTV which had, only a few years earlier, el¬ 
evated a small handful of Seattle musicians to 
international fame, turned the word “Seattle” 
into a brand and set off a chain of events that 
left a lot of people feeling burned, a lot of other 
people feeling burned out, and a handful of be¬ 
loved and talented people dead. (I mean, you 
can’t blame a cable TV channel, but people did.) 

The Real World made a big splash, but 
the idea that MTV made original, non-music- 
related programming (. Beavis and Butthead 
notwithstanding, obviously) was still widely 
scoffed at by the generation of people who 
had grown up identifying with the network. 
You could still complain then that MTV didn’t 
show enough music videos anymore. The Real 
World , and its Wacky Races-style spin-off, 
Road Rules , were exercises in the conflation 
of music with a certain kind of lifestyle brand 
consumption, a certain kind of self. Which is 
exactly what MTV had always been. It’s just 
that now they had figured out a way to elimi¬ 
nate musicians from the equation. 

It’s quaint to recall a time when this felt 
like a violation. 

The show was garbage, but it was worse 
than that, too, because it came shrouded in 
youthful sincerity. It was posited as a diverse 
group of young people finding themselves 
and learning to work through their differ¬ 
ences. Together. It sold self-discovery. It sold 
friendship. It sold diversity (it had been a big 
deal when one of the cast members was gay). 
It sold community. How much more cynical 
could you get? (Spoiler alert: Infinitely more 
cynical.) 

Worst of all, in its early years, like most 
shows that have followed its lead, The Real 
World was really entertaining and addictive. 

Way, way back when, back in the first few 
seasons, back before the repetition and micro¬ 
suspense building techniques of reality show 
editing had become fully codified, The Real 
World had the power to dupe us into being 
fascinated by people we would cross a room 


to avoid speaking to in real life. And we re¬ 
sented it. Reality TV wasn’t really a thing yet. 
(Neither was “a thing.”) People still objected 
to the artificial food processing of blatantly 
stage-managed footage to create dramatic 
tension and character conflict without the pro¬ 
tective distance of fiction. The name of the 
show was an affront. It wasn’t MTV It wasn’t 
real. It wasn’t the world. Everything about it 
was a joke. And if there was one thing this city 
didn’t have in 1998, it was a sense of humor— 
about itself, or anything else. 

A lot has changed since then, but not that. 

MEANWHILE, BACK IN 2016 

There’s a way to view the Real World Se¬ 
attle 2.0 as a nonevent. MTV—which came 
clean and officially dropped the words “Music 
Television” from its name six years ago—is 
scorched earth, one of a zillion cable channels 
showing nearly identical reality program¬ 
ming on a loop. In the race for cultural 
relevancy, the show itself has been lapped 
by the many shows that share its DNA. The 
youth culture it was bred to feed doesn’t use 
television the same way anymore. Real World 
isn’t competing with Game of Thrones or 
Netflix; it’s competing with cell phone videos 
from Sasquatch. There are Instagram posts 
with larger audiences. 

David Meinert, owner of Lost Lake, Com¬ 
et Tavern, and Big Mario’s, among other local 
businesses, told KIRO radio that he won’t al¬ 
low the show to shoot in his establishments. 
“I think the show encourages these kids to 
act like idiots for the cameras and do drunk¬ 
en, stupid antics,” he said. “I don’t want any 
of that in my businesses.” 

I’m not the first—or the 100th—to point 
out that Real Worlders would have to jostle 
for space with the drunken idiot antics that are 
already swarming those businesses on week¬ 
ends, but I still think the principle Meinert’s 
asserting is admirable. The Real World 2016 is 
just another dude talking too loud while waiting 
for a slice of pizza that he vomits up on the side¬ 
walk five minutes later while his friends laugh 
and stream the scene on Periscope. No need to 
give them keys to the city. 

But it’s unlikely that the cast and crew of 
this new Real World will meet any resistance. 
Why would they? Even the ineffectual kind 
that met the 1998 season would be absurd 
in 2016. Does anyone regard the presence of 
cameras as an affront anymore? Does anyone 
feel betrayed by MTV anymore? Are there 
bands out there that worry about being com¬ 
promised by overexposure? Isn’t the internet 
basically a giant paparazzi contest already? 

ONE LAST QUESTION 

Q: Why do all these old people keep talk¬ 
ing about some show I’ve never even 
heard of? GOD. 

A: Hang on there, junior. Writing about 
Real World in GQ , John Jeremiah Sullivan 
dismissed all the standard criticisms people 
like to level at it because they all miss “the 
single most interesting thing about reality 
TV which is the way it has successfully ap¬ 
propriated reality.” A generation of people 
whose consciousness was formed by watch¬ 
ing these shows has moved collectively 
“toward a greater self-consciousness, greater 
self-reflexivity, more uniform complicity in 
the falseness of it all.” 

Look no further than Donald Trump for 
evidence of how powerful and malignant our 
complicity can be. Compared to that—com¬ 
pared to a reality TV star who is one election 
away from the White House despite having 
no charisma, no convictions, and no compunc¬ 
tion about appealing to America’s lowest 
prejudices to keep his numbers up—the Real 
World coming back to Seattle doesn’t seem 
like the end of the world at all. ■ 
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Six Women Say a Man Posed as a Female Porn Recruiter 
in Order to Lure Them to His Apartment for Sex. 
What Can the Law Do About It? 

by Sydney Brownstone 


irst the women received a friend request. 
Then a message. 

“heya!” 

“ahoy!” 

“oh hi!” 

“hi hi hi!” 

They didn’t know the person adding them on Face- 
book. According to her Facebook profile, she was 
“Deja Stwalley,” and her photo showed a youngish 
blonde woman in a blue romper. Stwalley claimed she 
was a recruiter for indie porn studios. 

“i was just scoping your pics 
they’re hot!” 

“Sorry for the blind add but you’re super cute so 
I had to 3 ” 

Stwalley joked that she loved cocks and money. 
That’s why she got into the porn business. Stwal¬ 
ley told one woman she could make $450 an hour on 


a six- to eight-hour shoot. She told another that she 
could make between $2,000 and $3,000 a scene. 

Stwalley’s webcam was always broken, and she 
could never speak by phone. But she could always 
type. If the person Stwalley was chatting with seemed 
skeptical of the porn recruiter’s legitimacy, Stwalley 
added that she got into this business to protect women 
from getting lured into sketchy situations. 

“basically I try to help girls get into the porn indus¬ 
try without getting screwed over” 

“there are scammers out there, but that’s why I DO 
this.lol 

one of my bestest friends got scammed and it was 
a shitty scene” 

“I knew a few other girls with stories like that so 
me and my ex started doing this, the studios love it cuz 
now they don’t have to 
ha ha” 


Liz Shearer was 20 years old when she met Stwal¬ 
ley online. Shearer’s best friend had been approached 
by Stwalley and turned her offer down, but she recom¬ 
mended Shearer as someone who might be interested. 
“I’m really sex-positive, and I’ve always been really 
sex-positive, and I’ve always been really comfortable 
in my body expressing my sexuality,” Shearer tells 
me. We’re sitting on a piece of driftwood on a beach 
near Shearer’s father’s house more than a year after 
Shearer first made contact with Stwalley. Shearer, who 
recently moved back in with her family, pries open a 
pack of blue American Spirits. I can’t read her expres¬ 
sion behind her sunglasses, but she tells me she feels 
numb. 

It was Shearer who first reached out to Stwalley 
in January of 2015. Shearer was working as a nanny 
in Bellingham. She needed the money. Stwalley told 
Shearer that she was a recruiter and it was her job 
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to ferry women into the porn industry safely 
“I decided it was an opportunity I would 
be interested in,” Shearer says. She stares 
straight ahead, watching a golden retriever 
romp in the salt water nearby “And I asked 
her how I would go about getting an audition.” 

According to Shearer, Stwalley told her 
that she could audition with her ex-boyfriend, 
a photographer named Matt. Stwalley told 
Shearer that she would also have to have sex 
with Matt. 

“To prove to production companies that 
having sex with someone I didn’t know was 
something that I could handle,” Shearer tells 
me. 

Shearer had never done porn before. “And 
at the time, I agreed to it,” she says. She had 
Matt come to her apartment in Bellingham, 
and later, after Stwalley told Shearer that she 
needed to reshoot, she says she met Matt at a 
hotel in Seattle. 

“Obviously, if I had known what was going 
on,” Shearer says now, “I wouldn’t have.” 

T wo years before Shearer met Matt, 
another woman had a similar experi¬ 
ence. In 2013, Deja Stwalley friended 
19-year-old Allysia Bishop on Facebook. St¬ 
walley sold Bishop the same pitch she gave 
Shearer, and Bishop agreed to a shoot with 
Matt. Bishop says that after working out the 
details of the audition shoot with Stwalley, 
she took a cab to Matt’s apartment on Capitol 
Hill. 

“He had a little checklist of things I was 
comfortable doing in the future, like are you 
fine with bondage, are you fine with what¬ 
ever,” she tells me over the phone. Bishop 
also remembers Matt making vodka 
screwdrivers. “He checked a 
little checklist off and said 
fine, all right we’ll take 
some pictures. All the 
while, I was drink¬ 
ing. He was just 
making me more 
drinks and more 
drinks.” 

Bishop says 
she drank so 
much that she 
nearly blacked 
out. And that’s 
when she claims 
that Matt said they 
had to have sex. “He 
was like, ‘Well, we have 
to have sex, because if we 
don’t then how am I going to 
know you’re for real and you’ll actually 
be able to do this in the industry? So you have 
to prove to me you’re not going to bail out.’” 

Bishop says that she never would have had 
sex with Matt if she didn’t think it was for the 
audition. She wasn’t attracted to him. Bishop 
left Matt’s apartment upset but didn’t quite 
understand why. All she knew was that she 
felt violated. 

That same day, Bishop slit her wrists in a 
bathtub. 

The cuts weren’t lethally deep, and Bishop 
says she tried to move on after that. “I kept 
in contact with the Deja profile because I was 
promised that people were seeing my port¬ 
folio and I was bound to get coverage or get 
a career eventually,” Bishop says. Stwalley 
kept trying to get Bishop to another shoot 
with Matt. “And eventually, you know, I was 
like, T don’t really know if I want to do photo¬ 
graphs with Matt anymore.’” 

Bishop never heard from any porn 
producers. 

B ishop and Shearer are two of at least 
six women who say they’ve been solic¬ 
ited via Facebook by someone calling 
themselves Deja Stwalley. All six met online 
after one woman’s account of her experience 


with Stwalley went viral on Facebook. Now, 
after sharing their stories with one another, 
they believe that the Deja Stwalley profile 
was fake. 

Shearer and two others say they had sex 
with Stwalley’s photographer because they 
thought they had to for a porn audition. In 
hindsight, they consider what happened 
to them sexual assault or fraud. But the 
justice system has a limited ability—or will¬ 
ingness—to prosecute cases where consent 
was obtained under false pretenses. Three of 
the women have gone to local police, but they 
don’t feel they’re being taken seriously. 

“It makes me feel like they don’t really 
care if he does it again,” Shearer says. 

T hree months ago, Bishop shared her 
experience with Deja Stwalley and her 
photographer in a private Facebook 
group for Seattle’s feminist community. The 
post caught the attention of Maisie (she asked 
that I not print her real name, saying she 
was concerned about an abusive ex), another 
member of the Facebook group. Something 
about the story struck Maisie as off. “I went 
to this Deja profile and I thought, ‘This is 
bullshit,”’ she says. “It really, really rubbed 
me the wrong way.” 

Maisie decided to do some sleuthing of her 
own. She befriended Deja Stwalley online 
and posed as someone who might be inter¬ 
ested in shooting porn. Stwalley accepted 
Maisie’s friend request and told her about the 
setup with her photographer. She gave Maisie 
a link to Matt’s website as well as a photo of 
Matt. Stwalley told Maisie that she worked 
for a number of indie porn studios, including 
the production company Burning Angel. 

Maisie asked for a talent re¬ 
lease waiver to be e-mailed 
to her. Stwalley com¬ 
plied and e-mailed 
Maisie a waiver 
from the address 
Seattle.talent@ 
gmail.com. The 
release cited a 
talent agency: 
West Coast 
Talent, Inc., 
located at 233 
South Sixth 
Street, Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 

According to Jace 
Radke, senior public 
information officer for the 
City of Las Vegas, no business 
is licensed at that address and there 
are no businesses licensed in Las Vegas as 
West Coast Talent, Inc. A Google Maps photo 
of the address shows nothing but a decrepit 
former hotel. 

The Stranger contacted Joanna Angel, the 
founder of Burning Angel, and she said that 
she had never heard of Stwalley. “For the re¬ 
cord, we do not use any ‘scouts,’” she added 
in an e-mail. “We have a model application 
on the website, occasionally we get referrals 
from friends of models we work with, or we 
deal with licensed talent agents. We do not 
hire/associate with any scouts anywhere.” 

Still in contact with Stwalley, Maisie asked 
if Matt could e-mail her about the shoot di¬ 
rectly. He did. 

When Maisie pulled up the source code 
from the two e-mail addresses—Stwalley’s e- 
mail that had supposedly been sent from Las 
Vegas and Matt’s e-mail sent from Seattle— 
she found that they used the same IP address 
near the University District. 

Shearer, Bishop, and Maisie now believe 
that Stwalley doesn’t exist and that the entire 
porn recruiter setup was a hoax orchestrat¬ 
ed by Matt, the photographer women were 
asked to “audition” with in Seattle. 

That photographer is local freelance tech 



4t*dk 'p fWijrto**, 

^ RfritsnMtS- 


ITtWV 

*■ 1 . i . W 




ujo MftnvHW 

iPtr^CiCC-if 

ft hay tMix* 


fppafajfm Ijr bfirtgi-ul4 wtWh if# 
yrxi Aixa matflv nkn-j nwra 
Idraii iL'* u*> krny. 

JJiJ I YfWHJ 3UC fTKHV uilh 
ntr* t4p tta 

© « 



{ RsiCPrtf m 


Daji Stinilvy 


iifcf 


hnilp O-r i j la MriiR^r.' 

SG hew |hg 


RretweNwgsKwfrw 
OUtislionG folia 
as* you vt-lhs-racord 


ifruuil history, ftiaftc sura 
yoirtti legal, -e-’c 

wha1 y<w're willing to ^ 

rxH wflurg Id do, Dtc 

i ten Yttu do * liite shaoi 

With ffiy pfMtog 

M iicwdi *5 lh*y My 

I ten you hang Down wrth 
vie Df DtFgiw so wo- 
know do it VId 

TCK kook Dal 




easywwugfr Id 


Easy is iheguy 

or rateo 

taped 


nope 

just to inafc© sure y*ou 
wGotsee a dtek md 
sc*eam your tead on Id 

i rrtFnn ypy arc good pq 
hanging, I hgpo 


ID 


journalist Matt Hickey. 

Hickey, who has done freelance work for 
The Stranger , did not respond to multiple re¬ 
quests for comment on the specific allegations 
in this story. He said his lawyer advised him 
not to. 

“I agree it’s weird and also ridiculous, but 
I’m sorry to say that at this point I can’t talk 
about anything specific, though I may in the 
future,” Hickey wrote in an e-mail. 

Stwalley’s profile was deactivated shortly 
after the women began discussing it on Face- 
book, but they provided The Stranger with 


screenshots of their messages. 

Shearer says she’s not going to stay si¬ 
lent. “My goals here are justice for me and 
everyone else who has been victimized, and 
education so that women know the dangers 
of what’s out there,” Shearer says. “I want to 
make sure that this kind of thing doesn’t hap¬ 
pen to anyone else again.” 

M aisie later connected with three 
more women who said they had 
been contacted by Stwalley: Anna 
Bronk, another woman who says she had 
sex with Matt Hickey in order to audition 
for Stwalley in early 2016; Jessica Jacobson, 
a woman who was solicited by Stwalley but 
didn’t bite; and Lyric Weiss, another woman 
who didn’t accept Stwalley’s offer to shoot 
photographs. 

All three have screenshots of their chats 
with Stwalley, and all three believe Hickey 
posed as Stwalley online. Shearer, Bishop, 
and Bronk have also positively identified pho¬ 
tos of Hickey as the person who allegedly had 
sex with them. 

Two more pieces of evidence lend support 
to this theory. 

In 2010, Hickey sent an e-mail to a friend 
using the seattle.talent@gmail.com address. 
When the friend asked what was up with the 
strange address, Hickey replied: “Something 
I use for a client’s website.” This was the 
same e-mail address Stwalley used to mes¬ 
sage Maisie. 

There is also at least one Deja Stwalley 
who does exist as a real person. She no lon¬ 
ger goes by Stwalley—her last name is now 
Cook—but she went to middle school with 
Matt Hickey in Olympia. When The Stranger 
contacted her to ask if she knew anything 
about a Deja Stwalley who was a porn scout 
and worked with Hickey as a photographer, 
she said she knew nothing of the profile that 
contacted women online. 

But Cook remembers Hickey clearly from 
her grade-school days: “He had a weirdo 
crush on me.” 

Cook later identified a photograph of 
Hickey. “Yes that is Matt,” she wrote in an 
e-mail. About the profile, she said: “No that 
is not Deja - me. And no I don’t think I recog¬ 
nize her. Kinda pissed she is using my name 
for this...” 

S hearer, the young woman who “audi¬ 
tioned” for Hickey in Bellingham, filed 
a report with the Bellingham Police 
Department on May 18. Shearer says that the 
male officer she spoke to said her case would 
be difficult to prosecute as sexual assault, and 
Bellingham police also told her she’d have to 
wait six weeks for a copy of her own police 
report. 

The Bellingham Police Department told 
The Stranger that detectives reviewed Shear¬ 
er’s case and the next step is a review with 
their prosecuting attorney. 

Bishop, too, has now gone to the Seattle 
Police Department. I met her at a downtown 
bar on June 3, the day she filed the report. 
Two friends had joined her for moral support, 
and she sipped on a PBR as she recounted 
how it went. “[The detective] said everything 
that I’m telling him is really fucked up, but 
that there are no grounds for a sexual assault 
case,” she said. 

Bishop still has the vertical scars from the 
day she met Matt Hickey, but now they’re 
less noticeable than the tattoo ink that sur¬ 
rounds them. On her thigh, she’s inked a pair 
of lungs. “I’m upset about it,” she told me. 

Lyric Weiss contacted the Seattle Police 
Department about being solicited by Stwalley, 
but said she was turned away with a business 
card. Maisie has started corresponding with 
police to give them what information she 
can. The SPD told The Stranger that they’ve 
opened up multiple investigations into the ► 
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◄ matter, but have not arrested anyone. 

Regardless of what police told them, both 
Bishop and Shearer say they consider what 
allegedly happened to them sexual assault. 

“I think the worst part about it for me is 
that, if you look at a really cut-and-dried copy 
of the law, it could seem consensual,” Shearer 
says. “But I had no background information 
about what was going on at the time.” 

It doesn’t seem like Hickey considers the 
unmasking of Deja Stwalley to be a major le¬ 
gal threat. After getting hold of Hickey’s cell 
phone number, I texted him to ask what he 
meant by calling the story “ridiculous.” 

“I mean how it’s taken on a life of its own 
online, like a terrible game of telephone with 
no operator,” Hickey wrote. “Like there are 
things people have sent me, things that oth¬ 
ers have written that are clearly, completely 
and ridiculously just plain made up. At some 
point it no longer matters what’s true and 
what’s not. Of course, I can’t give you details, 
sorry.” 

I offered to meet with him in person in case 
he changed his mind about speaking before 
the story was published. “I appreciate that, 
but on the off-chance that this does become a 
legal problem i really can’t, my lawyer is good 
so I’m heeding his advice. Thanks, though.” 

“You’re not concerned that Shearer’s filed 
a police report?” I asked. 

“oh i am. I just can’t talk about it.” 

S cammers frequently target sex work¬ 
ers. It happens so often, in fact, that 
Seattle-based sex worker, writer, and 
activist Maggie McNeill has a regular feature 
on her website documenting these sorts of 
scams. 

I meet McNeill in her apartment, a space 
draped in rich, dark fabrics and large tapes¬ 
tries. It’s very much a One Thousand and 
One Nights theme, but instead of Schehe¬ 
razade telling a sociopathic Persian king 
a thousand stories to save herself and her 
sisters, McNeill taps away at a laptop with 
posts that reach sex workers across the 
world. McNeill scans her archives and pulls 
up a post from November 2010. According to 
the website Expose a Bro, one man allegedly 
created and maintained a blog supposedly 
written a female sex worker. This man alleg¬ 
edly had three separate online personalities: 
twentysomething escort and sex work blog¬ 
ger “Alexa di Carlo,” a sex blogger named 
“Caitlain” operating a sex education message 
board for teens, and “Matt,” an escort client. 
“Alexa” vouched for “Matt” and encouraged 
other sex workers to see him and have rough 
sex with him. “Matt,” in this case, was the 
creator of all three online personas. 

In 2012, British newspaper the Inde¬ 
pendent outed military contractor and 
computer consultant Mark Lancaster for 
running a fake sugar-daddy website. His site, 
“Sponsorascholar.co.uk,” required an under¬ 
cover reporter to do a sex-based “practical 
assessment” with Lancaster in order to serve 
the website’s fake clients. Lancaster was lat¬ 
er convicted of “voyeurism” and “trafficking,” 
but not of rape. He was jailed for 16 months. 

Lancaster’s scam was a good gamble, 
McNeill says. “It’s tricking young girls who 
want to do sex work to whatever level—they 
may not want to do sex work in the sense that 
it’s their dream career, but it’s the best fit for 
them at the moment—and these men tricked 
them to get sex out of them. And they figure 
nobody’s going to talk about it. So this Mark 
Lancaster dude, no doubt he figured nobody’s 
going to go to the cops. These girls are going 
to feel too ashamed.” 

Sex-work scammers are rarely prosecuted 
for rape, and McNeill feels that they should 
be. “Consent obtained under false pretenses 
is not consent, and sex without consent is 
rape,” McNeill says. “Because sex work is 
in the shadows, even when women do report, 
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there’s a tendency among the ‘good people,’ 
and that includes good women, to shame 
them—to say, ‘You had it coming’ or ‘Sex 
work is rape anyway.’” 

McNeill gives a classic example: clients 
who hand sex workers envelopes full of pa¬ 
per instead of cash. A sex worker’s consent is 
contingent on one thing: getting paid. When 
that condition of consent is violated, the sex 
is nonconsensual. 

There’s at least one example of a scam¬ 
mer-rapist getting charged for rape in a place 
where sex work is decriminalized. In Austra¬ 
lia’s Australian Capital Territory state, where 
legislators have decriminalized sex work and 
sex workers register with the local govern¬ 
ment, Akis Emmanouel Livas pleaded guilty 
to his rape charge after handing a sex worker 
a sealed envelope with nothing but a folded 
paper bag inside. His victim gave a statement 
to the court about how violated she felt. Livas 
was imprisoned for eight months. 

I n Washington State, a charge of rape in 
the first degree requires “forcible com¬ 
pulsion,” meaning that the rapist uses or 
threatens use of a deadly weapon, kidnaps his 
victim, breaks in, or inflicts serious physical 
injury. Lack of consent, which the state de¬ 
fines as “actual words or conduct indicating 
freely given agreement,” enters the equation 
for rape only in the third degree. 

Some states—including California, 
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Tennessee, Alabama, and Michigan—actu¬ 
ally have rape laws that criminalize consent 
obtained by trickery In 2013, California 
closed a loophole in its rape-by-fraud law 
to add the condition of impersonation. The 
change was motivated by one case in which 
a man climbed into a woman’s bed in the 
middle of the night, and the woman, thinking 
he was her boyfriend, had sex with him, only 
to discover when the lights went on that the 
man she had sex with wasn’t her boyfriend. 

But many people feel that some rape-by- 
fraud laws are a slippery slope. When a New 
Jersey state assemblyman introduced a bill 
that would have made it illegal to misrepre¬ 
sent oneself for the purpose of having sex, 
the bill met serious resistance. 

“[This] law is so vague and wide-reaching 
that it’s easy to see how pretty much every¬ 
one could be considered a rapist, because, as 
any quick perusing of OkCupid can tell you, 
representing yourself as someone you are 
not is a universal behavior,” Amanda Mar- 
cotte wrote for Slate in 2014. “All of us are 
claiming we woke up like this, and we are all 
lying.” 

But a lie means something completely 
different in the context of sex work, says Las 
Vegas defense attorney and former munici¬ 
pal court judge Dayvid Figler. 

“There’s a difference between a lie and 
something material someone would rely on 
to give consent or not,” Figler said. He gives 
an example: In an interpersonal relation¬ 
ship, a person might say, “You should sleep 
with me because I am the world’s greatest 
lover and I guarantee you’ll be satisfied.” 
That may be relevant in the decision to have 
sex. But if the same person approaches a 
sex worker, that fact is likely irrelevant. 
“The sex worker gives consent only if there 
are reasonable representations that can be 
relied upon that this isn’t anything but a 
business opportunity,” he said. 

In the case of Hickey’s alleged deception, 
the women had sex with him only because 
they thought it was part of an audition pro¬ 
cess that would lead them to a porn career. 
Shearer, Bishop, and Bronk all followed up 
with the Deja Stwalley Facebook profile to 
see if they were getting any work as a result 
of their “auditions,” and were all rattled to 
find out they were getting nothing. Now that 
the memories of her time with Hickey have 
resurfaced, Shearer has been getting panic 
attacks. 

But Figler says that if a prosecutor 
wanted to seek justice for these women, that 
prosecutor could try the case as third-degree 
rape for violating consent. A prosecutor could 
try to convince a jury that misrepresentation 
of the material facts didn’t allow for “freely” 
given consent. That same prosecutor could 
also look at Washington’s laws on fraudulent 
misrepresentation of a business opportunity. 

“I think that you would probably have on 
some level a tough case because there is this 
stigma attached: ‘Oh, those stupid girls, they 
got what they deserved trying to get into a 
sleazy world,’“ Figler says. “You’re dealing 
with public opinion about this sort of thing. 
But [allegedly], they were essentially raped. 
Their consent was based on a false premise.” 

For Shearer, the idea that what happened 
to her wouldn’t be considered sexual assault 
may be the most devastating part. She feels 
like the police aren’t on her side, that they 
insinuated “my rape wasn’t really a rape.” 
She doesn’t want to go through that expe¬ 
rience again by reporting what happened to 
the Seattle police. 

But that’s not stopping her from speak¬ 
ing openly about it. Shearer and Bishop are 
also defying most journalistic conventions 
on alleged rape by allowing The Stranger to 
print their full names. 

“I’m going to push this as far as I can,” 
Shearer says. ■ 
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SAVAGE LOVE 

Dicks Deluxe by dan savage 


I’m a 33-year-old straight guy with a small dick. 
I have a girlfriend of seven years. When we met, 
I was really insecure and she had to spend a lot 
of time reassuring me that it didn’t matter—she 
loved my dick, sex with me was great, it was 
big enough for her, etc. I broke up with her once 
because I didn’t think she should settle for some¬ 
one so small. After some hugely painful nights 
and another near breakup, we are in a good 
place now. We have lots of great vanilla sex, we 
love being together, and we recently got 
engaged. After everything I put 
her through—and I put her 
through hell—how do I tell 
her that being mocked (and 
worse) for having a small 
dick is the only thing I ever 
think about when I mas¬ 
turbate? I want a woman 
to punish me emotionally 
and physically for having 
such a small and inadequate 
dick. There’s porn about my kink, but 
I didn’t discover it until long after I was aware 
of my interest. (I grew up in a weird family that 
lived “off the grid,” and I didn’t get online until 
I got into college at age 23.) I’ve never been able 
to bring myself to tell anyone about my kink. 
How do I tell this woman? I basically bullied her 
into telling me that my dick was big enough — 
and now I want her to tell me it isn’t big enough. 
But do I really want her to? I’ve never actually 
experienced the kind of insulting comments and 
physical punishments that I fantasize about. 
What if the reality is shattering? 

Tense In New York 

“I was in a similar situation years ago with my 
then-girlfriend, now-wife,” said TP. “I was too 
chicken to tell her about my fetish and worried 
she wasn’t satisfied with my size, so I didn’t 
want to bring more attention to it. I eventu¬ 
ally went to a pro Domme and felt guilty about 
doing it behind my girlfriend’s back.” 

TP, which stands for Tiny Prick, is a 
prominent member of the SPH (small penis 
humiliation) fetish scene. TP is active on Twit¬ 
ter (@deliveryboy4m) and maintains a blog 
devoted to the subjects of SPH (his passion) and 
animal rights (a subject his Domme is passion¬ 
ate about) at fatandtiny.blogspot.com. 

“I got really lucky because I found the 
Domme I’ve been serving for more than 10 
years,” said TP. “It was my Domme who 
encouraged me to bring up my kinks with my 
wife. I only wish I had told my wife earlier. She 
hasn’t turned into a stereotypical dominatrix, 
but she was open to incorporating some SPH 
play into our sex life.” 

According to TP, TINY, you’ve already laid 
the groundwork for the successful incorpora¬ 
tion of SPH into your sex life: You’re having 
good, regular, and satisfying vanilla sex with 
your partner. 

“TINY’s partner is happy with their sex 
life, so he knows he can satisfy a woman,” said 
TP. “That will help to separate the fantasy of 
the humiliation from the reality of their strong 
relationship. I know if I wasn’t having good 
vanilla sex, it would be much harder to enjoy 
the humiliation aspect of SPH.” 

When you’re ready to broach the subject 
with the fiancee, TINY, I would recommend 
starting with both an apology (“I’m sorry 
again for what I put you through”) and a warn¬ 
ing (“What I’m about to say is probably going 
to come as a bit of a shock”). Then tell her you 
have a major kink you haven’t disclosed, tell 
her she has a right to know about it before 
you marry, tell her that most people’s kinks 
are wrapped up with their biggest fears and 
anxieties... and she’ll probably be able to guess 
what you have to tell her before you can get the 
words out. 

“He should explain to her that he doesn’t 
want to be emotionally hurt as much as he 
wants to feel exposed and vulnerable, and that 
can be a thrill,” said TP. “It can be hard for peo¬ 


ple to understand how humiliation can be fun. 
But humiliation play is one way to add a new 
dynamic to their sexual relationship.” 

I was traveling and forgot to pack lube, so I 
amused myself with some old conditioner I’d 
brought. It had some men¬ 
thol in it or something 
and it tingled a bit, but it 
did the job. When I woke 
up, my dick had shriveled into 
a leathery red sheath of pain. I 
looked at the bottle again, and it 
wasn’t conditioner, it was actu¬ 
ally a 10 percent benzoyl peroxide 
cleanser. After a few days, my leath¬ 
ery foreskin flaked off and the pain 
went away. Should I be concerned 
about my dick? 

Onanism Until 
Cock Hurts 

No, OUCH, your dick should be concerned 
about you. You’re the one who, despite having a 
foreskin to work/jerk with, grabbed the nearest 
bottle of whatever was handy instead of using 
the masturbation sleeve the good Lord gave ya. 
And you’re the one who didn’t read the label on 
the nearest bottle of whatever before pouring its 
contents all over your cock. Caveat masterbator! 

I have a health question I problem. About a 
week and a half ago, the wife and I had sex. 
Being the genius that I am, I got the idea to 
put two condoms on because I thought it would 
help me last longer. (Spoiler alert: It didn’t.) 
The problem is, I guess the double condoms 
were too tight, and climaxing hurt quite a bit. 
For all intents and purposes, it’s like I duct- 
taped the tip of my penis shut and tried to blow 
a load. Even days after, the left side of my 
penis head was really sensitive and it hurt. It’s 
gotten better, but it’s too sensitive to touch from 
time to time. I have a doctor’s appointment to 
make sure I’m okay, but it’s two weeks away. 
I’m a little worried I may have hurt my pros¬ 
tate or urethra or something. From my basic 
googling, there doesn’t seem to be any medical 
advice about this. Help please? 

Penile Problem Possessor 

“The application of an external constriction to 
the penis did potentially cause the pressure in 
the urethra to rise, possibly traumatically, dur¬ 
ing ejaculation,” said Dr. Keith D. Newman, a 
urologist, a fellow of the American College of 
Surgeons, and a regular guest expert in Savage 
Love (his most prestigious professional accom¬ 
plishment). 

In other words, PPP, somehow those two 
condoms conspired to dam up your piss slit— 
aka your urethral meatus—and the force of 
your impeded ejaculation damn near blew off 
your cock. 

“We sometimes see a similar phenomenon 
occur with people who wear constriction bands 
or cock rings that are too tight and try to either 
urinate or ejaculate with the ring on,” said Dr. 
Newman. “The result is a traumatic stretch of 
the urethra and microscopic tears in the lining 
of the urethra (mucosa). This disruption in the 
lining allows for electrolytes in the urine (par¬ 
ticularly potassium) to stimulate the nerves 
in the layer beneath the lining (submucosa), 
thereby creating a chronic dull ache, such as 
PPP describes.” 

Your urethra should heal just fine in time— 
within a couple of weeks—but there are meds 
and other interventions if you’re still in pain a 
few weeks from now. “The bottom line is never 
impede urination or ejaculation by obstructing 
the urethra,” said Dr. Newman. ■ 

On the Lovecast, sex blogger Ella Dawson on 
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All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week 


Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
at strangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD j Stranger Things To Do 


PERFORMANCE 


NW New Works 
Festival 2016 


DON'T MISS 


| Mandatory. NW New Works 
gives you a snapshot of all the performance/ 
theater/dance you're going to be talking 
about a year from now. Some stuff is in¬ 
progress. Some stuff is close to done. Some 
stuff is the best. Some stuff is ???. But part 
of the joy is figuring out which performance 
has the most potential to become the next 
mind-melting, genre-altering thing that will 
emerge from this region and conquer the 
rest of the country. An early version of the 
2016 Stranger Genius Award-nominated 
production That'swhatshesaid started here, 
as have several other award-winning shows 
by artists such as zoe I juniper, Pat Graney, 
and Amy O'Neal. This year, there are lots of 
new faces, and lots of vets trying out new 
things. Britt Karhoff has got a solo dance 
piece about #shoutyourabortion and the 
wage gap. Queer/woman/POC-centered 
dance group Au Collective plans to col¬ 
lapse the personal and the mythological in 
Bayanihan: A Collection of Physical Tales. 
Mallery Avidon and Jeff Aaron are unveiling 
a new opera thing that should be hilarious 
and wild. Gary Hill is going to fill the studio 
space with flashes of 3,000-watt light, which 
is enough to turn audience members into 
afterimages. The Three Yells will present 
their interpretation of Giselle through butoh 
and "athletic contemporary dance." I see no 
other choice but to block off both weekends. 
(On the Boards; Fri-Sun, $14, through June 
19) RICH SMITH 


We also recommend... 

9 Circles: Strawberry Theatre Workshop at 
12th Avenue Arts, Thurs-Sat & Mon, $36, 
through June 25 

Caught: Bathhouse Theater, June 9-12, 
$17-$34 

Cherdonna Shinatra: Clock that Mug or 
Dusted: Founders Theater, June 10-12, 7:30 
pm, $20 

The Mystery of Love & Sex: ACT Theatre, 
Tues-Sun, $20-$68, through June 26 
Paint Your Wagon: 5th Avenue Theatre, 
Tues-Sun, $36-$141, through Jun 25 
PNB: American Stories: McCaw Hall, June 
9-12, $30-$187 

PNB: Season Encore Performance: McCaw 
Hall, Sun Jun 12, 6:30 pm, $30-$180 
Stick Fly: Langston Hughes Performing Arts 
Institute, Wed-Sun, $20-$0, through June 19 
Whim W'Him: OUT-SPOKEN: Cornish 
Playhouse at Seattle Center, Thurs-Sat, 8 pm, 
$25/$30 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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ART 


ART EVENTS 


Graphic Masters: 
Free Opening Night 


DON'T MISS 


| This is your chance to get in 
for free to see everything in the museum, 
including the big new show called Graphic 
Masters, which includes the following big- 
stuff stuff: R. Crumb's version of the Book 
of Genesis, Goya's entire Los caprichos, 
Hogarth's dissolute 18th century dotted with 
syphilis, Rembrandt being Rembrandt, Durer 
being Durer, and Picasso. And the opening 
party includes extras including a zine fair 
(zair?), a print fair, live jazz, a workshop in 
printmaking, and a mini-festival of anima¬ 
tion. (Seattle Art Museum, ThursJune 9, 5-9 
pm, free) JEN GRAVES 


We also recommend... 


Capitol Hill Art Walk: Queer Edition: 

Capitol Hill, Thurs June 9, 5-8 pm, free 
Georgetown Carnival: Georgetown, Sat 
June 11, noon-10 pm, free 
Melanie Noel: INCA, Sat June 11, 7 pm, free 
Strange Coupling 2016: King Street Sta¬ 
tion, Fri June 10, 6-8:30 pm, free 


MUSEUMS 

100% Kanekalon: The Untold Story of 
the Marginalized Matriarch: Northwest 
African American Museum, June 4-Oct 16, $7 
Atoms + Bytes: Redefining Craft in the 
Digital Age: Bellevue Arts Museum, Tues- 
Sun, $12, through June 26 
Beyond Aztlan: Mexican and Chicana/o 
Artists in the Pacific Northwest: Museum 
of Northwest Art, La Conner, daily, free, 
through June 12 

The Brink: Jason Hirata: Henry Art Gallery, 

Wed-Sun, $10, through June 26 

The Duchamp Effect: Seattle Art Museum, 


Wed-Sun, $20, through Aug 14 

Graphic Masters: Durer, Rembrandt, 
Hogarth, Goya, Picasso, R. Crumb: Seattle 
Art Museum, Wed-Mon, $20, June 9-Aug 28 
Inspiring Beauty: 50 Years of Ebony 
Fashion Fair: Bellevue Arts Museum, Tues- 
Sun, $12, through Aug 14 
Journey to Dunhuang: Buddhist Art of 
the Silk Road Caves: Asian Art Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $9, through June 12 
Martha Rosier: Below the Surface: Seattle 
Art Museum, Wed-Sun, $20, through July 4 
Mood Indigo: Textiles From Around the 
World: Asian Art Museum, Wed-Sun, $9, 
through Oct 9 

Posing Beauty in African American Cul¬ 
ture: Northwest African American Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $7, through Sept 4 
Young Blood: Frye Art Museum, Tues-Sun, 
free, through June 19 


GALLERIES 

17th Century Dutch and Flemish Old 

Masters: Gallery Voblikov, Tues-Sat, free, 
through Oct 1 

Christine Marie Larsen: Writers: Essentia 
Natural Memory Foam, artist reception Fri 
June 10, 6-9 pm, free, through July 31 
Chuck Close: Prints, Process and Collabo¬ 
ration: Schack Art Center, Everett, daily, $10, 
through Sept 5 

Confluence: The Duwamish River Proj¬ 
ect: Columbia City Gallery, Wed-Sun, free, 
through June 26 

Cover Reveals: The Alice, Sat, free, through 
July 2 

Ellen Ziegler: Vermillion/Vermilion: 

Vermillion Art Gallery and Bar, opening 
reception Thurs June 9, 6-9 pm, free 
Gala Bent: G. Gibson Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, 
through June 11 

GIANT APPETITES: BONFIRE, Wed-Sat, free, 
through July 29 

Imagined Futures: Science Fiction, Art, 

and Artifacts from the Paul G. Allen 

Family Collection: Pivot Art + Culture, 

Tues-Sun, $5, through July 10 

James Hayward: James Harris Gallery, Wed- 

Sat, free, through July 2 

Kathleen Skeels: Gallery IMA, Tues-Sat, 

free, through July 2 

Krista Svalbonas: Bridge Productions, 

opening reception Sat June 11, 6-9 pm, Wed- 

Sat, free, through July 2 

Mark Mitchell: Casket Pall Residency: 

Seattle Presents Gallery, Thurs-Fri, 10 am-4 

pm, free, through July 15 

Matika Wilbur: Project 562: The Hibulb 

Cultural Center and Natural History Preserve, 

Tulalip, Tues-Sun, $10, through June 11 

Now It's Time to Lose It Now: SEASON, by 

appointment, through Jun 26, free 

Pat De Caro: Foreign Shores: Gallery4Cul- 

ture, Mon-Fri, free, through June 30 

Path with Art: We Are All Here: Seattle 

City Hall, Mon-Fri, free, through July 5 

Patte Loper: From There to Here: Platform 

Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, through June 18 

Rafael Soldi: Life Stand Still Here: Glass 

Box Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, through June 30 

Continued ► 
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THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTURE 

Riffs: Photographic Center Northwest, Sat- 
Thurs, free, through June 15 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


READINGS & TALKS 


Our Circle of 
Breath 


DON'T MISS 


| Alan Chong Lau has been host¬ 
ing interdisciplinary arts events forever, mostly 
at KOBOSeattle. He's been the arts editor at 
the International Examiner for more than 
three decades, he held the mayor-appointed 
title of cultural ambassador in 2014, and he's 
also one hell of a grocer—so he knows every¬ 
body. At his events, the ideas and gestures 
contained in music, visual art, and literature 
bounce off of each other and create an intel¬ 
lectually stimulating and generally easygoing 
environment, one that challenges your expec¬ 
tations of readings, art shows, and concerts. 
This time, he's got Don Mee Choi reading from 
her powerful new book of poetry. Hardly War, 
which is a collage of her father's war photog¬ 
raphy, her own prose poems and poem-poems, 
postcards, untranslated Korean, theory from 
writers like Deleuze and Barthes, musical 
scores, and opera. With any luck, as she reads, 
she'll project photos her father took during 
the wars in Korea and Vietnam. UW prof 
Stuart Dempster will work in some improvised 
trombone/didgeridoo, and John Levy will read 
poems accompanied by projected drawings 
from Donald Cole. (Elliott Bay Book Company 
Sun June 12, 3 pm, free) RICH SMITH 


We also recommend... 

Beacon Bards Poetry Reading Series: The 

Station, Wed June 8, 7 pm, free 

Jay Newton-Small: Leveraging Female 
Political Power: Town Hall, Mon Jun 13, 
7:30 pm, $5 

Jonathan Evison: University Book Store, 
Mon Jun 13, 7 pm, free 

Lydia Millett with Stacey Levine: Elliott 
Bay Book Company, Tues Jun 14, 7 pm, free 
Panel Discussion: The Role of the Arts in 
Civic Problem Solving: V2, Thurs June 9, 
6:30-8 pm, free 

Paul Pierson: Folio: The Seattle Athenaeum, 
Tues Jun 14, 7 pm, $5 
Seattle Fiction Federation #7: Hugo 
House First Hill, Fri Jun 10, 7 pm, free 
Yaa Gyasi: Elliott Bay Book Company, Wed 
Jun 8, 7 pm, free 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FOOD & DRINK 


Negroni Week 


DON'T MISS 


| The Negroni is one of the 
world's simplest, most perfect cocktails: Equal 
parts gin, Campari, and vermouth, stirred 
and garnished with an orange peel. It glows 
a gorgeous shade of purpley red, and tastes 
bitter, sweet, and floral all at once. During 
Negroni Week, which runs until June 12, bars 
across the world craft variations of the cocktail 
and donate one dollar from every drink sold 
directly to a charity of their choice. In Seattle, 
bars including Artusi, Rob Roy, Single Shot, 
Herb & Bitter Public House (and many more) 
are mixing Negronis and pouring cash into 
organizations such Solid Ground, FareStart, 
Bailey-Boushay House, On the Boards, and 
Doctors Without Borders. Started in 2013 by 
Campari and Imbibe magazine, Negroni Week 
is most definitely a marketing ploy benefit- 
ting a global corporation. Feel free to plot the 
overthrow of our corporate power regime 


Marzia, My Friend 

Wed June 8 at SIFF Cinema Uptown 


as you throw back another Negroni. (Various 
locations, through June 12) ANGELA GARBES 

We also recommend... 

Beer Camp Across America: Lake Union 
Park, Sat Jun 11, 1-5 pm, $50/$70, 21 + 

Guest Chef Night with Matt Janke of 
Lecosho: FareStart, Thurs Jun 9, 5:30-8 pm, 
$30 

Le Gourmand June Cooking Class: Ur- 

banata, Fri-Sun, $95, through June 26 
Yalla Pop-Up: Marjorie, Mon June 13, $50, 
ongoing 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FILM 


Marzia t My Friend 


DON'T MISS 


_| This is a different kind of 

edge-of-your-seat movie. It's a tragedy in 
slow, inexorable motion. You lean forward, 
hold your head in your hands, mutter, "No." 
And so does the director. But intervention is 
impossible, a feeling embodied by the director, 
Kirsi Mattila, the Finnish documentarian who 
follows four years in the life of Marzia, the 
hopeful Afghan TV journalist. Incremental step 
by incremental step, Marzia falls deeper and 
deeper. Her choices narrow. She is threatened 
with death and acid. She goes from feisty, 
educated, 19-year-old working woman with 
a fiance who supports her drive to work, to 
unemployed married shut-in with a husband 
who sometimes hits her (it's only when he 
can't figure out how to express himself, she 
explains) and a daughter that Marzia knows 
she won't be able to do any better for. She 
may as well be an illiterate woman, she tells 
Kirsi, because she never leaves home anymore. 
Every night on TV, she watches her husband. 
He's the journalist she wanted to be. Kirsi's 
documentary is a love letter to Marzia, with 
a voice-over script full of sorrow and a rising 
acknowledgement of outsider naivete. "I don't 
understand," Marzia, a free, working woman, 
tells Kirsi at one point. It's an embarrassing 
admission. There's nothing to understand, only 
to mourn. (SIFF Cinema Uptown, Wed June 8, 

4 pm, $11) JEN GRAVES 


We also recommend... 


Amama: When a Tree Falls: SIFF Cinema 
Uptown, June 10-11, $13 
Awaiting: SIFF Cinema Uptown, Fri June 10, 
8:30 pm, $13; Pacific Place, Sat June 11, 1:30 
pm, $13 

Ceviche's DNA: Pacific Place, Wed June 8, 
4:30 pm, $11 

Chicken People: SIFF Cinema Egyptian, Fri 
June 10, 7 pm, $13; SIFF Cinema Uptown, Sat 
June 11, 3:30 pm, $13 

Dawn: Pacific Place, Fri June 10, 11 am, $11 

Discussion of Sonita, Marzia, My Friend, 
and Presenting Princess Shaw with 
Charles Mudede: Vermillion, Wed Jun 8, 
6:30-8 pm, free 

Family Film: Ark Lodge Cinemas, Thurs 
June 9, 9:15 pm, $13; SIFF Cinema Uptown, 
Sat June 11, 12 pm, $13 
The General: SIFF Cinema Uptown, Sat June 
11, 11 am, $8 

Lamb: Ark Lodge Cinemas, Wed June 8, 8:30 
pm, $13 

The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the 
King: SIFF Cinema Egyptian, Sat June 11, 
11:30 pm, $13 

Maya Angelou and Still I Rise: Ark Lodge 
Cinemas, Thurs June 9, 6:30 pm, $13; Pacific 
Place, Sat June 11, 4 pm, $13 
Red Gringo: Pacific Place, Thurs June 9, 7 
pm, $13; Kirkland Performance Center, Sat 
June 11, 6 pm, $13 

Popstar: Never Stop Never Stopping: 

Various locations 

Southside with You: SIFF Cinema Uptown, 
Sat June 11, 7 pm, $13; SIFF Cinema Egyp¬ 
tian, Sun June 12, 7 pm, $13 
T-Rex: Grand Illusion, June 8-9, 7 pm, $9 

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of 
the Shadows: Various locations 
Weiner: Guild 45th 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


QUEER 


Divas Take the Hill 


DON'T MISS 


| Capitol Hill will never slip 
away from its queer roots as long as the 
Divas are around to take it every year! Clear 
your calendar for Divas Take the Hill, an 
annual unofficial kickoff for Pride hosted 


by legends DonnaTella Howe and Miss Kitty, 
with the backing of Team Diva Real Estate. 
The burlesque and cabaret performances are 
bolstered this year with the inclusion of a 
drag-king boy band called Infinite Directions. 
Proceeds benefit homeless youth services, 
so you can have a great time and feel great 
about having it. Everyone's going to be 
talking about this show for the rest of Pride 
month, and possibly until it rolls around 
again in 2017. {Velocity Dance Center, Thurs 
June 9, 6 pm, $15) MATT BAUME 

We also recommend... 

Capitol Hill Art Walk: Queer Edition: 

Capitol Hill, Thurs June 9, 5-8 pm, free 
Mimosas with Mama: Narwhal, Sat-Sun, 
$25, through Aug 28 

Welcome to the Taradome: Pony, Thurs 
Jun 9, 5-11 pm, free 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FESTIVALS 


Volunteer Park 
Pride Festival 


DON'T MISS 


| This year's Volunteer Park 
Pride Festival boasts a strong, diverse musical 
lineup, thanks to former Chop Suey talent 
buyer Jodi Ecklund's curation. Among the 
sonic treats: the newest project by badass 
ex-Seven Year Bitch vocalist Selene Vigil 
(Selene Vigil et Amicis), whose slashing punk 
bravado keeps her old band's torch blazing; 
all-female AC/DC tribute band Hell's Belles' 
metallic KOs; Boyfriends' gently delirious and 
twisted Wedding Present-esque pop; and 
Aeon Fux's eccentric and electronic "doom- 
soul" songcraft. Local LGBTQIA folks get all 
of this, plus a vintage and local crafts bazaar 
overseen by Indian Summer proprietor Adria 
Garcia, artist booths, food trucks, and more. 
(Volunteer Park, Sat June 11, 12-7 pm, free) 
DAVE SEGAL 


We also recommend... 

Seattle International Film Festival: Vari¬ 
ous locations, through June 12 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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WEDNESDAY 6/8 


At the Drive-In, Le Butcherettes 

(Showbox Sodo, all ages) This would be the 
second time Texan post-hardcore superstars 
At the Drive-In have reunited, following 
a brief festival tour in 2012. It's also their 
first run without guitarist Jim Ward—guess 
they won't be playing "Hourglass." Original 
lineup or no, anytime At the Drive-In play, 
it's a cause for celebration. Their final studio 
album, 2000's Relationship of Command, has 
become a seminal record in their genre the 
same way that London Calling has come to 
exemplify classic punk, iconography and all. 
Those songs, in all their skittering, dissonant 
harmonic glory, were the product of a time 
when, for a minute, it looked like the cur¬ 
tain between commercial and experimental 
rock could drop. JOSEPH SCHAFER 

Train perform Led Zeppelin II 

(Neumos, all ages) Confession: Before 
writing this blurb. I'd never intentionally lis¬ 
tened to Train. Confession II: Led Zeppelin II 
is ingrained in my DNA and I love it, because 
I'm a fiftysomething male from the Ameri¬ 
can Midwest, where radio stations aired 


songs from it with OCD monomania. One of 
life's certainties: Nobody really can improve 
on that album's vertiginous, psychedelic 
blues rock. Scanning through Train's best- 
known songs, I find them to be nondescript 
radio rock. The hubris required to tackle a 
classic of this magnitude is impressive. Not 
only are Train performing these immortal 
songs live, they've recorded LZII in its en¬ 
tirety. Injury, meet insult. Oh, wait. Train are 
donating all proceeds from album sales to 
San Francisco Family House, an organization 
that offers temporary housing to families 
of ill children. GGBB (good guys, bad band) 
rule in effect. Whole lotta love to you, 
gents. DAVE SEGAL 


THURSDAY 6/9 


Sam Mickens, Ziemba 

(Barboza) You may remember former Seattle 
singer/guitarist Sam Mickens from his days 
fronting peculiar art rockers the Dead Sci¬ 
ence. He moved to New York City in 2008 
and ever since has been on his solo-career 
grind, first in America's toughest metropo¬ 
lis and more recently in Los Angeles. His 
high-pitched, vibrato-heavy vocal style has 
drawn comparisons to sainted jazz crooner 


Jimmy Scott and Shudder to Think's Craig 
Wedren, and as a composer, Mickens finds a 
happy medium between electronic pop- 
soul accessibility and byzantine orch-rock 
flourishes, while traversing other eccentric 
ground in between. Mickens aims high, and 
if he doesn't always smash it, he's keeping 
it interesting in unorthodox ways. Ziemba's 
2016 debut album, Hope Is Never, show¬ 
cases her gorgeous, multilayered vocals in 
various modes: vaporous choral splendor, 
new-wave chanteuse, Nico-esque brooder 
circa Desertshore, bravura Judy Henske-like 
crooner a la Farewell Aldebaran, wrenching 
Dusty Springfield-ian balladeer. She sounds 
authoritative in every one of them. A star is 
busy being born. DAVE SEGAL 

AI Di Meola 

(Jazz Alley, all ages, June 9-12) 'Twas 1983, 
first year of high school, and Tom had the 
tape. Scenario, that is, featuring "Sequenc¬ 
er." And "Sequencer" demonstrated that 
we no longer needed the physical world; 
synths and AI Di Meola's not-quite-outdated 
guitar would point the way to an elec¬ 
tronic existence. Hardly the stuff of cool, of 
course—fusion got stamped "you must be 
kidding" cool-wise—hell, some of us had 


Mannheim Steamroller tapes! But white and 
nerdy was an insular thing back then. We 
hid inside the mother oven. Then in college, 
Achmed, cool evinced—loud, fighter, drink¬ 
er, smoker, ladies' man—had the Elegant 
Gypsy CD, one of the first CDs I ever saw 
or held. And, actually cool. (And now live.) 
Tom went into the army. Achmed became a 
preacher. (Ole.) ANDREW HAMLIN 

YG 

(Neumos, all ages) When first we met YG 
in 2010, he was wearing a Coogi sweater 
and boasting about his "magic stick" on the 
radio-friendly single "Toot It and Boot It." 
With his 2014 debut full-length, My Krazy 
Life f the Compton rapper (with lots of help 
from producer DJ Mustard) delivered a solid 
album faithful to the sounds and themes of 
'90s gangsta rap. "I can't die," YG declared 
a year before getting shot outside of an LA 
recording studio, "I got too much to live 
for." In advance of the delayed release of his 
follow-up. Still Krazy YG has stayed busy— 
and admirably political. He lent legitimacy 
to Macklemore's best attempt at hardness 
(a track called, urn, "Bolo Tie"), dropping 
a verse indicting the media for ignoring 

Continued ► 
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rappers' positive cultural contributions. 

Most recently, with rapper Nipsey Hussle, he 
released a song we can all get down with: 
"Fuck Donald Trump." Its message—and YG 
himself—becomes more nuanced the longer 
you listen. ANGELA GARBES 

Here Comes the Kraken, Gorod, 
Seeker, Lack of Romance, 
the Devils of Loudun 

(Studio Seven, all ages) It's a bill akin to a 
United Nations of death metal, with sounds 
almost as quarrelsome as a gathering of the 
international governing body in question. 
Steel yourself for some pan-global guttural¬ 
ness when Mexico's Here Comes the Kraken 
lead an intercontinental lineup that demon¬ 
strates that vomitous vocals and a gut-roiling 
bottom end know no borders. The headliners 
come heavy with the seismic riffs and sense 
of humor alike (one of their more popular 
jams is "The Legend of the Rent Is Way Hard¬ 
core," true that). They're joined by France's 
technically accomplished extremists Gorod, 
Texas's meat-and-potato brutalists Seeker, 
Seattle's equally symphonic and caustic Devils 
of Loudon, and south-of-the-border "bacon 
metal" pioneers Lack of Remorse. Mmm- 
mmm, evil. JASON BRACELIN 


FRIDAY 6/10 


David Bazan, Lemolo 

(Neptune, all ages) David Bazan's down¬ 
fall is also his greatest virtue: a deeply 
misanthropic consistency that makes you 
groan with impatience as much as you nod 
your head in agreement. His latest album, 
Blanco, incorporates a mirrored synth effect 


that is a new aesthetic for his solo work, 
but somehow easily folds itself into this 
weathered canvas, as its referential palette 
of Pac-Man bleep-bloops serves to give an 
almost earnestly youthful and truly rather 
tender feel to what otherwise would be 
deeply depressing bowling-alley poetry. This 
noted production change from his work 
of 2011 to now (while still maintaining his 
staunchly linear emotional context) is really 
just a manifestation of relief: that of all the 
David Bazans in the world, he continues to 
be the David Bazaniest. KIM SELLING 

Metal Church, Armored Saint, 
Substratum, Slamshifter, Sin Circus 

(Studio Seven, all ages) There's a tendency 
among metal enthusiasts to treat the genre 
kind of like an education. The more historic 
and obscure a band is, and the better you 
know them, the higher your standardized 
test score, or something. It's dumb, but 
seeing Metal Church and Armored Saint is 
kind of like taking AP calculus. This is some 
deep, advanced shit. Locals Metal Church just 
reunited with fan-favorite singer Mike Howe. 
Meanwhile, Armored Saint vocalist John 
Bush is back in his original group after a long 
stint as the only good member in Anthrax. 
Openers Substratum are honors students. 
They're keeping the sound of vintage heavy 
music alive and doing it better than most of 
their inspirations. JOSEPH SCHAFER 

Superheaven, Creepoid, the Spirit 
of the Beehive, Hiding Place 

(Vera, all ages) Over the past five years, a 
handful of bands have sprung from the 
basements of the East Coast underground 


hardcore scene that sound more like Third 
Eye Blind than, say, Madball or Hatebreed. At 
the top of the heap is the shoe-gazing and 
super popular Title Fight, but just a couple 
steps under them is Pennsylvania based band 
Superheaven (formerly known as Daylight). 
Listen to their latest release and first LP under 
their new name, 2015's incredibly catchy Ours 
Is Chrome, and try not to reminisce about the 
days before the word "emo" was an insult. It's 
damn near impossible. KEVIN DIERS 

Luke Fitzpatrick 

(Chapel Performance Space, all ages) I wish 
I knew more about Luke Fitzpatrick! Heck, 

I wish I knew Luke Fitzpatrick. He's got a 
violin. He's got a looper. He's got all kinds 
of stuff in his arsenal. He studies at the 
UW. He's played Steve Reich (check him out 
on YouTube doing Reich's "Violin Phase"). 
He's participated in a live performance of 
Lou Reed's "Metal Machine Music" down 
in California, and no, I have no idea how 
anyone who does that might preserve sanity 
or, simply, hearing. Here it'll be just him, his 
violin, and his electric ordnance. According 
to the website: "Works include 'Anthemes 
2' by Pierre Boulez and 'Fuses' by Kaija Saa- 
riaho. The concert will also feature newly 
commissioned works by Doug Niemela, 

Jacob Sundstrom, Ania Stachurska, and Jeff 
Bowen." ANDREW HAMLIN 


SATURDAY 6/1 1 


Voivod, King Parrot, Child Bite, 
Heiress, Sanction VIII, Eye of Nix 

(El Corazon, all ages) It may be fightin' 
words to a LOT of heads, BUT I'd reckon 


Voivod are one of the most important metal 
bands of the 1980s. For me, having first 
heard them in the mid-'80s, they've always 
been something of a proper crossover band, 
like what the punters would now con¬ 
sider "next level." Shit, in 1986, they were 
literally post-hardcore. Voivod's dissonant, 
atmospheric, and THICK guitar sound. 
Snake's throaty holler, and their proggy 
progressions gave focus to many of the 
burned-out first-wave hardcore bands like, 
say, Die Kreuzen, which were feeling out of 
place in the underground. As for tonight's 
show, it's my understanding they'll be rag¬ 
ing on both their new and old jams!! Oh, 

I should mention that Child Bite, who are 
on tonight's bill, are a fucking entertaining 
bunch'a weirdos!! MIKE NIPPER 

Adia Victoria, Sam Russell & 
the Harborrats, Abraham 

(Sunset) "I don't know nothin' 'bout Southern 
belles, but I can tell ya 'bout Southern hell," 
Adia Victoria sings lightly and melodically 
over a hazy, menacing blues guitar line on 
"Stuck in the South" from her debut album. 
Beyond the Bloodhounds. It's the sort of 
album that seeps into your tissue and fascia 
and then shakes you from the inside out. 
Comparisons to other artists are lame and 
reductive, I know, but Victoria's vocals take 
me back to early Cat Power records, and her 
screaming guitar makes me want to drag my 
body across a dirt floor the way PJ Harvey's 
does. The similarities go beyond sound, to 
the spell-like manner in which these women 
entirely transport you to their singular worlds. 
Victoria's interior Southern soundscape has 
range, drawing from country and pop, but it 


HIGHLIT 

Wednesday, June 8 

MONSTERWATCH 
Coyote Bred 
Sitting and Waiting 
Botherations 

9:30PM, $7 

Thursday, June 9 

HAIL 
Acid Enema 
Microscopic Suffering 
Masturbatory Dysfunction 

9PM, $9 

Saturday, June 11 

SNAKEBITES 
Garlic Man & Chikn 
The Second Hand Suits 

9:30PM, $7 

Sunday, June 12 

DAIKAIJU 
The Slacks 

Geist and the Sacred Ensemble 

9PM, $10-$ 12 

Monday, June 13 

FUCK YEAH BINGO! 

7PM,FREE 

Wednesday, June 15 

SILK TEASE BURLESQUE 
PRESENTS: WICKED 
WEDNESDAY 

7 PM, $12-$ 15 

www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 21+ 

Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 



COMING UP 


IHURSCAY, JUNE 9 


JOE PURDY 

GARRISON STARR 


FRIDAY, JUNf 10 


JASMINE JORDAN 

CURRENT PERSQNAE ■ HA|IT BICX 


SATURDAY, JUNE 11 


PROHIBITION EXHIBITION 

BURLESQUE REVUE 


SUNDAY, JUNE 12 


WAY DOWN WANDERERS 

JOSH MUNDELL 


WEDNESDAY. JUNE 15 


STG PRESENTS 

LLOYD COLE 


THyRSDAY. JUNE 16 
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Thu 

6/9 

9pm 


BOG, Grey Wavesm, 
Zen Mother and Kblanq, | 
DJ Jermaine and DJ 
Chocolate Chuck - $7 


FIGGS, 

.^ji Black Nite Crash, 
9 pm Power Cowards, 

The Pop Cycle - $10 


Sat 

6/11 

9pm 


EMERALD CITY 
SOUL CLUB-$10 


Wed ALMOST FAITHFUL, 
6/15 Sunshine Factory, 
spm Jake Nannery - $7 


Thu SACRI MONTE, 
6/16 Coyote, Michael Wohl 

9pm -$7 


MAMMA’S BIRTHDAY 
Fri EXXXTRAVAGANZA 
6/17 w/PURPLE MANE 
9 P m (Prince tribute), 

Cascadia 10, The Ringers 


thelofi.net 

206-254-2824 
429 E a stl a ke Ave. East 
Ayes 21+ 
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also reaches back, deep and far, through dark¬ 
ness—to muddy Mississippi Delta blues, yes, 
but also the dusty groans of the genre's West 
African roots. Go to this show and you'll prob¬ 
ably be haunted for days. ANGELA GARBES 

Lee Bains III & the Glory Fires 

(Barboza) On "Flags!"—an exclamatory 
evisceration of reflexively pledging allegiance 
to one's country over one's fellow man—Lee 
Bains III & the Glory Fires unfurled one of the 
most assaultive guitar jams in recent years. The 
song, taken from the group's 2014 Sub Pop 
debut, Dereconstructed, packed all the heat 
of the band's namesake, embracing and sub¬ 
verting Southern rock tradition in a blaze of 
feedbacking amplifiers and blood- and sweat- 
streaked fret boards. Bains, an Alabama native 
and former member of Tuscaloosa rockers the 
Dexateens, sings of the meth labs and magno¬ 
lias native to where he comes from, pride and 
revulsion comingling like the stars and bars on 
Old Glory. JASON BRACELIN 

Sandrider, Absolute Monarchs, 
Gaytheist, Blood Drugs, Merso 

(Neumos) Seattle has a long history of under¬ 
ground rock music, and there have always 
been local record labels to help drag our 
subterranean artists into the sunlight. But 
you can't really pick up a new album bearing 
the Sub Pop stamp these days and know 
with absolute certainty you're going to get 
some surly Puget Sound miscreants beat¬ 
ing on their instruments at top volume. For 
that kind of grimy consistency, you're better 
off following Good to Die Records. Starting 
with the debut album by the now defunct 


post-punk and sludge hybrid outfit Absolute 
Monarchs, Good to Die established a roster 
of some of the most heavy, idiosyncratic, and 
sardonic bands of the Northwest. Tonight 
they celebrate their fifth anniversary with an 
Absolute Monarchs reunion and sets by all 
their excellent active bands. BRIAN COOK 

Nacho Picasso, Avatar Darko, Ugly 
Frank, SiqFux, Sneak Guapo 

(Crocodile, all ages) Nacho Picasso fulfills 
all the emotional dichotomies you need 
for Seattle's rap scene: seducing you with 
synchronistic vocal talent, deep B-side humor, 
and a low-key approach to darker themes of 
abandonment and trauma cycles, meanwhile 
throwing down some gnarly gang-bang 
groupie line and casually smirking at it all. 

Pair up such energy with that of Avatar Dar- 
ko's more heavy-handed and candidly sincere 
king-of-the-hood style that's hard to question 
since all the kid wants is to hang on a bean- 
bag full of nugs and live out the American 
dream of all immigrant families that's really 
just a many-headed Hydra of ways to disap¬ 
point (yet corporeally imbue) your closet of 
post-Soviet ghosts. KIM SELLING 

The Gits, Raveonettes, Black 
Lips, Ming City Rockers, 

DJ Riz, Stevie Zoom 

(Seattle Center) They aren't exactly known for 
live shows, but Elysian Brewery has pulled out 
all the stops for their 20th anniversary celebra¬ 
tion. At a time when other beloved bars have 
bitten the dust, the company has managed to 
survive and thrive. They began life on Capitol 
Hill before expanding to four locations plus a 


brewery. Their Seattle Center blowout plays 
like a miniature summer fest with a mix of 
punk, garage rock, noise pop, and dance 
music. The last time Atlanta's Black Lips played 
town, they left the Neumos stage a beer- and 
toilet-paper-strewn mess, so anything could 
happen on their return. The Raveonettes, the 
Gits (with Rachel Flotard), the Ming City Rock¬ 
ers, and the invaluable DJ Riz round out this 
multifaceted bill. KATHY FENNESSY 


SUNDAY 6/12 


Daikaiju, the Slacks, Geist 
and the Sacred Ensemble 

(Highline) I don't know that I can do any bet¬ 
ter describing Daikaiju than they can. Brace 
yourselves. Braced? "WHO IS THE DAIKAIJU??? 
PREMIUM ACTION HEROES DELIVER MOST 
HIGH ROCKET ATTACK!!! SPECIAL REVERB 
SKILL COMBO FOR FULL IMPACT!!! LOUD 
SONIC BOOM FOR EARFUL PLEASURE!!! BEAU¬ 
TIFUL RADIATION OF HYPER-DIMENSIONAL 
SPRINGY SOUND MAKING DIVINE PSYCHIC 
WIND FOR YOUR SPECIAL DEFENSE!!! WOR¬ 
SHIP DAIKAIJU DAILY FOR GOOD LUCK AND 
HEALTH!!!" If you want more help, they sound 
sort of like surf music and sort of like flying- 
saucer-movie music. They may not be Japanese 
(I'm still not sure), but they're sure trying hard. 
Geist and the Sacred Ensemble bring their 
country-and-western doom metal to boot. 
ANDREW HAMLIN 


MONDAY 6/13 


The Salute Session: Charles Mingus 

(Royal Room) It isn't clear what Charles Min¬ 
gus we'll hear on this evening, but the Ivan 


Arteaga website lists a dozen or so titles the 
ensemble might draw from, and that's more 
than enough. Mingus, for those of you join¬ 
ing us late, made Mingus music. Jazz, okay, it 
more than qualified as jazz, but Mingus, like 
Monk, like Miles, carved out a category unto 
himself alone. He saluted the past, including 
Duke Ellington (with whom he played until, 
legend has it anyway, he tried to kill trom¬ 
bonist Juan Tizol with an ax onstage), Lester 
Young (the Mingus standard "Goodbye Pork 
Pie Hat"), and church music, but he built 
elaborate compositions that answered to 
only one head. Fortunately, he let us a little 
ways inside. ANDREW HAMLIN 


TUESDAY 6/14 


John Carpenter 

(Paramount, all ages) Shocking plot twist: 
Horror-film director extraordinaire John Car¬ 
penter has become one of this century's most 
influential musicians. Initially creating his 
own soundtracks out of necessity. Carpenter 
has fashioned creepy, minimalist electronic 
scores that resonate with today's burgeon¬ 
ing wave of analog-synth fetishists seeking 
to capture subliminally infernal vibes. For 
example, his soundtracks for 1970s and '80s 
films like Halloween, Assault on Precinct 13, 
and Escape from New York (the latter two 
done with Alan Howarth) stealthily frazzle 
your nerves with a few coolly efficient ges¬ 
tures. Tonight the 68-year-old Carpenter will 
perform some of his treasured older pieces 
as well as works from his two Lost Themes 
collections of majestic, forlorn synth studies 
that the Sacred Bones label has recently is¬ 
sued. Could be legendary. DAVE SEGAL 



tractor 

TIMES LISTED ARE SHOW TIMES. 
DOORS OPEN 30-60 MINUTES BEFORE. 


Wed June 8 

KEXP PRESENTS: 


KEVIN MORBY 


JAYE BARTELL 


9PM - $12 


Thu June 9 

ACOUSTICANAGRASS 

FRANK SOLIVAN 
& DIRTY KITCHEN 

ANNALISA TOURNFELT 
(BLACK PRAIRIE) 

8PM - $ 1 2/$ 1 5 


Sat June 11 

HOT WATER MUSIC FRONTMAN 

CHUCK RAGAN 

KRIS ORLOWSKI 

9PM - $18/$20 


Sun June 12 

KBCS PRESENTS CANADIAN SINGER/ 
SONGWRITER 

FRAZEY FORD 

8PM - $20 


Fri June 10 ^ 

NOLA ROADHOUNDS 


BRASS BAND 

*TWO SHOWS* 

8PM & 10:30PM - $25/$30 




•p 

wr 


11. > f 6/14 PIGPEN THEATRE CO. 6/15 DELLA MAE 
Ur tt 6/16 SONNY & THE SUNSETS 6/17 NOTHING 
- 6/18 JEFF AUSTIN BAND 6/22 MARC RIBOT 

■ 6/23 THE PACK AD 6/29 JOHN DOE 


FOLLOW US ON FB, ■ j M 
TWITTER & INSTAGRAM 4 " 


5213 Ballard Ave. NW ★ 789-3599 


www.tractortavern.com 
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SEA MONSTER live music 

7 nights a week featuring: 

TUESDAYS w/JOE DORIA B3 

organ live jazz fusion 10pm, 
opening band 8pm 

WESTSOUND WEDNESDAYS 

live rare soul & 
original funk family 10pm 

MARMALADE THURSDAYS 

live funk jam party w/ DJ’s 
at 9PM $6. 

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS 

live funk and soul revue w/ 
DJ ROC PHIZZLE at 9PM $7. 

SAT & SUN BRUNCH 

10am-3pm w/ LIVE JAZZ 
12-2pm, ALL AGES TIL 10P 


rr SCRATCH BAR FOOD and Y'l 
HAPPY HOUR 3-6 DAILY / J 

2202 N 45th St • Seattle 
206 992-1120 

seamonsterlounge.com 


Nectar Lounge 
412 N 36th St 
206.632.2020 
www.nectarlounge.com 


6.9 Thursday (Country) 

A NIGHT OF PNW COUNTRY 

feat. Left Coast Country, Deception Past 
Bootleg Sunshine 

6.10 Friday (Afrobeat/Funk) 

POLYRHYTHMICS 

with Scott Pemberton 

6.11 Saturday (Reggae) 

CLINTON FEARON 
& BOOGIE BROWN BAND 

Laborer and the Universal Roots Band 
Selecta Matsui 

6.12 Sunday (Bluegrass) 

HENHOUSE PROWLERS 

Nick Drummond, Ben Hunter, Joe Seamons 

6.14 Tuesday (Hip-Hop) 

SNOW THA PRODUCT 

Donte Peace, Dirtay, Chris Kemp 
DJ Doc the Lion, ALL AGES 

6.15 Wednesday (Hip-Hop) 

PETE ROCK & CL SMOOTH 

1000: A.S.H.E.S. The Chosen 

6.16 Thursday (Americana) 

GRANT FARM with 
CROW AND THE CANYON 

Kellen Asebroek (Fruition) 

6.17 Friday (Latin/Funk) 

THE CUMBIEROS 

LoveBomb Go-Go, ReVolver 
DJ Beto (Soundway) 

6.18 Saturday (Solstice Celebration) 

SOLSTICE ALL-DAY PARTY! 

feat MARMALADE!! DBST!! 
plus DAY & NIGHT DANCE PARTY 
w/ DJ Indica Jones, DJ Chilly 


EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM 

6.19 NIGHTMARES ON WAX 

6.21 ISRAEL VIBRATION 

6.22 TEN MAN BRASS BAND 

6.23 THE GLADIATORS 

+ CLINTON FEARON 

6.24 TRL NIGHT 

6.25 HIT EXPLOSION 

6.26 CURREN$Y 

6.30 NATASHA KMETO 

7.1 SNUG HARBOR 

7.2 JAI HO! 

7.6 SAMANTHA FISH 

7.7 LA INEDITA 

7.8 J ROCC 

7.9 KHU.EEX W/ SKERIK 
AND BERNIE WORRELL 

7.12 RABBIT WILDE 

7.13 BOOGAT 

7.14 LAKOU MIZIK 

7.15 JULIEN-K 

7.16 PIGEON JOHN 

7.19 I DRAW SLOW 

7.20 SHERWOOD 

7.22 CRACK SABBATH 

7.23 GEORGETOWN ORBITS 

7.26 KITCHEN DWELLERS 

7.28 JOHN BROWN'S BODY 

7.29 FIVE ALARM FUNK 

7.30 PRINCE VS MICHAEL 

8.2 RASS KASS 

8.3 ZIGGY RICADO 
8.7 TOWN MOUNTAIN 

8.10 DEVON ALLMAN BAND 

8.12 OTT & THE ALL-SEEING I 

8.13 ELDRIDGE GRAVY 

8.16 B-SIDE PLAYERS 
8.18 THE SOUL REBELS 

8.20 KAMINANDA 

8.23 RED BARAAT 

8.24 BUSDRIVER 
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wi!\h TES5ER ACT 
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COLD WAR 
KIDS 


OCTOBER 14 91MPM 


Get tickets at 

Ofl CALL ftBS~929-7849 


axs 


.com 


SHOWBOXPRBSENTS.COM 



wetyjuNE « * ratjPN 

robbie folks 

w/cami lundeen 

ft' 

THU/JUNE & S FRP/JUHE10 ■ 3PM 

leroy bell and his 
only friends 

w/ ben hunter & 

Joe seamons {thu ) & 
paris alexa (friday) 

SATpUNE tl ■ 6PW 

bluest reet jazz 
voices 




SUP0UNE 12 «/:10PM 
01.3 KSC5 WELCOMES 

carrie rodrtguez 



TUE/JUNE M ■ 7PMA :i-.'OPW 

the bacon 
brothers 




WED/JUNE 15& 
THU/JUNE IS ' 7:30PM 
AM EVENING WfTM 

robben ford 


next * S/i / massy fenguson nf nick 
foster bird ■ 6/21 good old Mar 
(acoustic) ■ E/22 my mgtrs and 
the delta rhythm kings ■ 6/2i bath 


erton w/ emmry the great - s/24 
bowlevlslan ■ 6/25 grace Love In: 
sex, drugs, rock and soul musical 


the great ■ SflA 


musicquariumi 

WEVtRACOMIH S£' 

gregg curry & rick dahms 
yad5 yada blues band 
happy hour: swing 3po / shady 
bottom jelly rollers 
hwy 99 blues presents brian 

nova p*o ja;n jam closed for 
a private party from 7pm-iOpm 


TO FUJiMSTHE PEH CJ^ntT rfX 

PLEASE ARRIVE EARLY 

DOCKtS OP1.N 11 l<Ofl£ iWtdfr SO fiSY ShCw 

»LL,AdES CBthX^te a.WPM) 

thetHpledoor.net 

216 UNION STREET, SEATTLE 
206.S3S.4333 



GTD RECORDS 
5 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

FT. SANDRIDER + MORE! 


v on no 


X SUNS 


PRINCE MEMORIAL NIGHT 

FT. BREAKS & SWELLS + MORE! 


FRIDAY 6/17 


JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE 
VS. IUSTIN BIEBER 

A DJ DANCE NIGHT 


THURSDAY 6/23 


KING KHAN 
& THE SHRINES 

GIORGIO MURDERER + CANDACE 



HOT CHIP (Dl SET) 



SAM MICKENS 

(OF THE DEAD SCIENCE) 
ZIEMBA 


FRIDAY 6/10 


POLLENS 

EUIS (MORGAN OF THE BLOOD DRUTHERS) 
+ NORTHERN THORNS 


LEE BAINS III 
& THE GLORY FIRES 


WEEKLY FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
DANCE NIGHTS FROM 10:30PM TO CLOSE 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 
MOE BAR & ETIX.COM 


NEUMOS.COM-THE BARBOZA.COM 

MOEBARSEATTLE.COM - PIKESTFISHFRY.COM 


925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 
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All the Shows Happening This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com $0 @SEAshows 
★ = Recommended ©= All Ages 


WED 6/8 


© 88 KEYS Musicians' Jam, 

8 pm, free 

BLUE MOON TAVERN Open 
Mic With Linda Lee, 8 pm 
CAPITOL CIDER Brenda Xu, 
8:30-11 pm, free 
CONOR BYRNE Honey 
Mustard, Drew Martin, 
EntreMundos Quarteto, 

8-11 pm, $10 
© CROCODILE Michael 
Christmas, SPZRKT, Smino, 
jamie blake, 8 pm, $3 
DARRELL’S TAVERN Open 
Mic, 9 pm, free 
© FIX COFFEEHOUSE 
Open Mic, 7 pm, free 
THE FUNHOUSE Eyerock, 
Nousis, Toast, 8 pm, $6/$8 
HIGH DIVE The Fontaines, 
Katie Kuffel, Lana 
McMullen, 8:30 pm, $6/$8 
HIGHWAY 99 James Howard 
Band, 8 pm, $7 
J&M CAFE The Lonnie 
Williams Band, 8 pm, free 
NECTAR Coral Creek 
with Luke Bella, The High 
Council, Naked Gypsies, 8 
pm, $7 

★ NEUMOS Train Performs 
Led Zeppelin II with Robbie 
Christmas, 7 pm, $75 
OHANA Live Island Music, 
9:30 pm, free 

OWL N’THISTLE Justin and 
Guests, 9 pm, free 
PARAGON Two Buck Chuck, 
8 pm, free 

★ © SHOWBOX SODO 

At The Drive-In with Le 
Butcherettes, 8:30 pm, 
$39.50 

© THE SHOWBOX Modern 
Baseball, Joyce Manor, Thin 
Lips, 8:30 pm, $20/$23 
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Open Mic, 8:30 pm, free 
SOUND CHECK BAR & 
GRILL Open Mic, 8 pm, free 
SUBSTATION Yada Yada 
Blues Band, 8 pm 
SUNSET TAVERN San Juan, 
Trevor Borden, Bears and 
Other Carnivores, 8 pm, $8 
TIM’S TAVERN Leif Totusek, 
8-11 pm, free 
TRACTOR TAVERN Kevin 
Morby and Jaye Bartell, 9 
pm, $12 

p rx+4 

★ CONOR BYRNE Happy 
Orchestra, 9 pm, free 

★ JAZZ ALLEY The Bad Plus 
and Guests, $29.50 

★ VERMILLION Tables 
& Chairs Presents, 8 pm, 

$5-$ 15 Suggested Donation 

eh 

BALTIC ROOM Bollocks 
CONTOUR NuDe 
Wednesdays, 9 pm, free 
HAVANA COOLIN: DJ Night 
with Stasia Mehschel and 
Larry Mizell, Jr., 10 pm, $3 
LOVECITYLOVE 
LOVECITYLOVE X 
WEDNESDAYS, 8-11 pm, 
$5/$10 

MERCURY Rezonance, 9 
pm, $3 

NEIGHBOURS Exposed 
Q NIGHTCLUB FWD: 

Falcons, 9 pm-2 am, $11 
REVOLVER BAR ★ DJ Kurt 
Bloch, 9 pm; Top of the 
Pops, 10 pm, free 
STUDIO SEVEN Electric 
Wednesday 


THURS 6/9 


© BALLARD HOMESTEAD 

Third Annual Fiddle 
Showcase, 6:30-8:30 pm, 
$ 6-$10 

★ BARBOZA Sam Mickens 
with Ziemba, 8 pm, $8 
BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Pistachio, Dante and The 
Mirrors, and The Black 
Chevys, 9 pm, $5 

CAFE RACER Eyerock, 
Nousis, 9-11 pm, free 
CHOP SUEY Cracker Factory, 
Heel to the Hardwood, 
Guests, 8 pm, $8 
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Joe Purdy with Garrison 
Starr, 7 pm, $22-$25 
CONOR BYRNE Von 
Stomper, Wages of Sin, 
Sweet Lou's Sour Mash, 8 
pm, $8 

★ © CROCODILE 

Blackalicious with Fuze the 
MC, 8 pm, $18 
© DOWNPOUR BREWING 
Open Mic Night, 5 pm, free 
© FREMONT ABBEY INGS, 
Ben Zaidi, Honey Noble, 

8-10 pm, $8/$ 10 
THE FUNHOUSE KIND with 
Salem's Bend, 9 pm, $6/$8 
GHOSTFISH BREWING 
George Grissom, 6 pm 
HIGH DIVE Northern 
Shakedown, Bubba's 
Underground, Murphy-Tyler 
Band, 8 pm, $6/$8 
HIGHLINE Hail, Acid 
Enema, Microscopic 
Suffering, Masturbatory 
Dysfunction, 9 pm, $9 
J&M CAFE True Romans, 8 
pm, free 

LITTLE RED HEN The 

Buckaroosters, 9 pm, $3 
NECTAR Left Coast Country, 
Deception Past, Bootleg 
Sunshine, 8 pm, $7/$ 10 

★ © NEUMOS YG, 8 pm, 
$28.50 

RENDEZVOUS Crews, The 
Velveteins, Medicine Bows, 

8 pm, $6 

SCRATCH DELI Music Open 
Mic, 7:30 pm, free 
SEAMONSTER Marmalade, 
10 pm, $5-$7 

© STONE WAY CAFE Open 
Mic, 7:30 pm, free 

★ STUDIO SEVEN Here 
Comes The Kraken, Gorod, 
Seeker, Lack Of Remorse, 
The Devils of Loudun, 6:30 
pm, $ 10/$ 13 

SUBSTATION Jugs of Blood, 
Crawler, Blood Flood, 8 
pm, $8 

TRACTOR TAVERN Frank 
Solivan and Dirty Kitchen 
with Annalisa Tornfelt, 8 
pm, $12 

i IX*A 

★ BARCA Jazz at Barca: 

Phil Sparks Trio, Adam 
Kessler, 9 pm, free 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Al Di 
Meola, Jun 9-12, 7:30 pm, 
$40.50 

PINK DOOR Bric-a-Brac, 8 
pm, free 

© THE ROYAL ROOM 

Naomi Moon Siegel, 7:30 
pm, $8-$ 15 

© SEATTLE ART MUSEUM 

Happy Orchestra, 5:30 
pm, free 

© SHUGA JAZZ BISTRO 

Chris James Quartet, 7 
pm, free 

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Jennifer Kienzie, 9 
pm-midnight, free 

un 

BALLROOM Throwback 


Thursdays, 9 pm 

BALTIC ROOM Sugar 
Beat, $3 

CONTOUR Jaded 
★ HAVANA Sophisticated 
Mama, free 

JAZZBONES College Night: 
DJ Christyle, 9 pm 
NEIGHBOURS Revolution 
OHANA '80s Ladies Night 
PONY Mouth 2 Mouth: 
Beyond Taradome, 10 pm, 
free 

R PLACE Thirsty Thursdays 
THERAPY LOUNGE Therapy 
Sessions, 10 pm 
TRINITY Beer Pong 
Thursdays, free 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYA HALL 

Gershwin & Beethoven: 
Seattle Symphony, $21 -$121 
© CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Cursive: Black 
Anemones, 8 pm, $5-$ 15 
© MEYDENBAUER CENTER 
Dmitriy Shishkin in Concert, 
7-8:30 pm, $40-$55 
© TOWN HALL All-SMP 
Concert and Celebration, 7 
pm, free 


FRI 6/10 


BARBOZA Pollens with Ellis 
and Northern Thorns, 7 
pm, $8 

BLACK LODGE The Body, 
Sashay, Throes, Mercy Ties, 
8:30 pm, $8 

CHINA HARBOR Orquesta 
la Solucion, 9:30 pm, $15 
CHOP SUEY BRONCHO with 
Billy Changer and Winter, 8 
pm, $ 13/$ 15 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Jasmine Jordan with 
Current Personae and Habit 
Blcx, 8 pm, $ 10/$ 12 
CONOR BYRNE Leah T and 
The Baked Goods, Jazmarae 
Beebe, and Guests, 9 pm, $8 
© CROCODILE Tokyo 
Police Club with We Were 
Promised Jetpacks, 8 pm, 

$23 

DARRELL’S TAVERN The 

Pimpsons, Mts and Tunnels, 
Leanne Wilkins, and The 
Weathered, 9 pm-2 am, $5 
EL CORAZON Sweet & 
Tender Hooligans, 7 pm, 

$13/$15 

THE FUNHOUSE © School 
of Rock: Best of the '90s, 
5:30 pm, $ 10/$ 12; Bryan 
McPherson, Steven Cole 
Smith and the Time 
Traveling Band, Destroy 
Nate Allen, Bird Teeth, 9 
pm, $6/$8 

HIGH DIVE Stereo Embers, 
Red Heart Alarm, Pale 
Noise, 8 pm, $10/$ 12 
HIGHWAY 99 The Sultans 
of Slide with Kevin Selfe, 
Rod Cook, and Big Monti 
Amundson, 8 pm, $17 
© HOLLOW EARTH RADIO 
The Boards, The City Hall, 
Jane Deaux, James Carpio, 

8 pm, free 

LAKE UNION PARK Chantey 
Sing, 8-10 pm, free 
LO-FI Figgs, Black Nite 
Crash, Power Cowards, The 
Pop Cycle, 9 pm, $10 
©LUCKYLIQUOR FairLady, 
Sleeping Planet, Nails Hide 
Metal, Burnseer, 9 pm, $8 
NECTAR Polyrhythmics and 
Scott Pemberton, 8 pm, 
$14/$ 18 

★ © NEPTUNE THEATRE 

David Bazan, 8 pm, $18.50 

RE-BAR Quiver 

THE ROYAL ROOM Le 

Cabaret Royale with 


Delilah Beaucoup, Bissou, 
and SuperSones, 8:30 pm, 

$ 12/$ 15 

SEAMONSTER Funky 2 
Death, 10 pm, $5-$7 
SHANTY TAVERN The 

I Uppers, The Fentons, 9 
pm, $7 

© THE SHOWBOX Caravan 
Palace, 9 pm, $35/$40 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 

No Crown, King County 
Queens, Red Sun Revue, 9 
pm, $5 

★ STUDIO SEVEN Metal 
Church, Armored Saint, 
Substratum, Slamshifter, Sin 
Circus, 6 pm, $20/$23 
SUNSET TAVERN Tape 
Stacks, Lydia Ramsey, Honey 
Noble, 9 pm, $10 

TIM NOAH’S THUMBNAIL 
THEATER Friday Night 
Open Mic, 6:30 pm, $3-$5 
TRACTOR TAVERN ReBirth 
Brass Band, 10:30 pm, $45 
for both shows/$25 for one 

★ © VERA PROJECT 
Superheaven, Creepoid, The 
Spirit of the Beehive, Hiding 
Place, 7 pm, $15 
VICTORY LOUNGE 
Grenades, Where My Bones 
Rest Easy, Harijan, Slow Elk, 
9 pm-1 am, $8 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Al Di 

Meola, Through Jun 12, 

7:30 pm, $40.50 
LATONAPUB Phil Sparks 
Trio, 5 pm, free 
© SULLIVAN’S 
STEAKHOUSE The Collin 
Provence Trio, 6:30-10:30 
pm, free 

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Tim Kennedy Trio, 
9 pm-midnight, free 
© WASHINGTON HALL Jazz 
Intoxication, 7 pm, $15-$25 

EH 

ASTON MANOR Cabaret 
Fridays 

BALLROOM Rendezvous 
Friday, 9 pm 

BALMARTop 40, 9:30 pm, 
free 

★ BALTIC ROOM Juicy: 

'90s & 2000s Old School 
Throwbacks, $10 
BARBOZA Jet, 10:30 pm, 
free 

★ CUFF DJ Night, 10 pm-3 
am, free 

HAVANA Viva Havana, 9 
pm, $11 

JAZZBONES Filthy Fridays, 

II pm, $10 

MERCURY Illumination 
NEIGHBOURS Absolut 
Fridays, 9 pm 
NEUMOS Bootie Seattle: 
Madonna vs Lady GaGa, 9 
pm, $5/$ 10 

OZZIE’S DJs, 9 pm, free 
PONY Shenanigans 
Q NIGHTCLUB ICON: Jerry 
Folk, 10 pm-3 am, $15 
R PLACE Swollen Fridays, 

9 pm 

STOUT DJ ePop, 9 pm, free 
SUBSTATION Deeper Roots: 
Uniting Souls, 10 pm 
THERAPY LOUNGE Under 
Pressure, 9:30 pm, $3 after 
10:30 p.m. 

TRINITY Power Fridays, 
$ 0-$10 

★ VERMILLION The Jam: 
Specs Wizard, DJ Able 
One, and aMadman, free; 

8 Year Anniversary Party, 9 
pm, free 

WILDROSE Heavy Flow, 9 
pm, $3 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYA HALL 
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THINGS TO DO All the Shows Happening This Week 


Gershwin & Beethoven: 
Seattle Symphony, $21 -$121 
★ © CHAPEL 
PERFORMANCE SPACE 
Luke Fitzpatrick: Violin & 
Electronics, 8 pm, $5-$ 15 
© CHRIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 1820: Virtuoso 
Guitar & Flute, donation 
© ST. MARK’S CATHEDRAL 
American Songbook: 

Seattle Choral Company 
and Northwest Sinfonietta, 
Jun 10-11, 8 pm 


SAT 6/1 1 


★ BARBOZA Lee Bains 
III and The Glory Fires, 7 
pm, $8 

BLUE MOON TAVERN TV 

Mike and The Scarecrowes, 
Weener, 9 pm, $5 
CENTRAL SALOON Jail I, 
Sharkie, Night Boss, 
Detective Agency, 8 pm, 

$ 8 /$ 10 

© CHOP SUEY School Of 
Rock: A Tribute to The 
Melvins, 5 pm, $ 12/$ 15 
CONOR BYRNE Jacob 
Miller and The Bridge 
City Crooners, The Crow 
Quill Night Owls: Doe 
Bay Fest Post Line-Up 
Announcement Party, 9 
pm, free 

★ © CROCODILE 

Vampsterdam: Nacho 
Picasso, Avatar Darko, Ugly 
Frank, SiqFux, Sneak Guapo, 
8 pm, $12 

★ © EL CORAZON Voivod, 
King Parrot, Child Bite, 
Heiress, 8 pm, $20/$25 

© FREMONT ABBEY Ball of 
Wax Vol. 44 Release Show: 
The Lonely Coast with 
Annie Ford, Virgin of the 
Birds, Amelia Winterhalter, 
Swooning, Kelly Morgan, 
8:30 pm, $10 
THE FRIEND ZONE Chris 
Acker & The Growing Boys, 
Honcho Poncho, Gin Melon, 
7 pm, $5 

THE FUNHOUSE Northwest 
Breeders, Raw Dogs, 
Spiderface, The Reckless 
Freeks, 9 pm, $8 
HIGH DIVE Kirby Krackle, 
We Are The Connectors, 
Quickie, 8 pm, $ 10/$ 12 
HIGHLINE Test Apes, 
Snakebites, Garlic Man & 
Chikn, The Second Hand 
Suits, 9 pm, $7 
HIGHWAY 99 Karen Lovely 
Band, 8 pm, $17 
MOORE THEATRE Vaisakhi 
Mela 2016, 6:30 pm, $36.50- 
$97.50 

NECTAR 0 School of Rock: 
NewWave, 2 pm, $ 10/$ 12; 
Clinton Fearon and Boogie 
Brown Band, Laborer and 
the Universal Roots Band, 
Selecta Matsui, 8 pm, 

$ 13/$ 17 

© NEPTUNE THEATRE 

Emblem3 with The Ready 
Set, 8 pm, $23.50 

★ NEUMOS Sandrider, 
Absolute Monarchs, 
Gaytheist, Blood Drugs, 
Merso, 8 pm, $12 

THE ROYAL ROOM Smoota 
and Crack Sabbath, 10 
pm, $10 

★ SEATTLE CENTER 

Elysian 20th Anniversary 
Show, 2-10 pm, $30 
© SEATTLE CENTER 
ARMORY Festival Sundiata 
Presents Black Arts Fest, 
free 

©THESHOWBOX Blue 
October with Danny 
Malone, 7:30 pm, $25/$30 
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Your MAGesty, RLC, L Dot 
Hammond, 9 pm, $7 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE Not 
Dead Yet, Eight Legs to 
Nowhere, 9 pm, $5 
SUBSTATION Greet The Sea, 
You May Die in the Desert, 
The Celestials, Nestoria, 8 
pm, $10 


★ © SUNSET TAVERN Adia 
Victoria with Sam Russell 
and the Harborrats, 8:30 
pm, $12 

©TOWNHALL Columbia 
Choirs Present SpringSong, 

1 pm, $ 10-$ 15 
TRACTOR TAVERN Chuck 
Ragan and Kris Orlowski, 9 
pm, $18 

© VERA PROJECT One 

2 Four Launch Party with 
Sean Majors, Treovr, Oddlin, 
Hunter, and Jek, 9 pm, $5 

★ © VOLUNTEER PARK 
Volunteer Park Pride 
Festival, 12-7 pm, free 
WATERSHED PUB & 
KITCHEN Live at the Shed, 

9 pm, donations 
© WHITE RIVER 
AMPHITHEATRE Slipknot 
with Marilyn Manson and 
Of Mice & Men, 6:30 pm, 
$30-$72 

P 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Al Di 
Meola, Through Jun 12, 

7:30 pm, $40.50 
©TRIPLEDOOR Bluestreet 
Jazz Voices, 8 pm, $20/$25 
VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Jerry Zimmerman, 
6 pm, free 

un 

95 SLIDE Good Saturdays, 
9:30 pm, free before 11 
pm/$10 after 
ASTON MANOR NRG 
Saturdays 

BALLARD LOFT Hiphop 
Saturdays, 10 pm, free 
BALLROOM Sinful 
Saturdays, 9 pm 
BALMARTop 40 Night, 9:30 
pm, free 

BALTIC ROOM Crave 
Saturdays, 10 pm 
BARBOZA Inferno, 10:30 
pm, $5 before midnight/$10 
after 

BUCKLEY’S IN BELLTOWN 

'90s Dance Party, 9 pm 
CHOP SUEY Dance Yourself 
Clean, 9 pm, $5; free before 
10:30 p.m. 

CORBU LOUNGE Saturday 
Night Live 

★ CUFF DJs, 10 pm, free 
HAVANA Havana Social, 9 
pm, $15 

★ LO-FI Emerald City Soul 
Club, 9 pm, $10 
MERCURY Machineries of 
Joy, $5 

MONKEY LOFT Drop, 

10 pm 

NEIGHBOURS Powermix 
OZZIE’S DJs, 9 pm, free 
PONY Glitoris 
R PLACE Therapy Saturday 
SARAJEVO LOUNGE 
European/Balkan/Greek 
Night 

STOUT DJ ePop, 9 pm, free 

THERAPY LOUNGE This 
Modern Love 

TRINITY Reload Saturdays, 
$15 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYA HALL 

Gershwin & Beethoven: 
Seattle Symphony, $21-$121 
★ © CHAPEL 
PERFORMANCE SPACE 
Seattle Modern Orchestra: 
Discrete Infinity, 7:30 pm, 
$ 10/$20 

© ST. MARK’S CATHEDRAL 

American Songbook: 

Seattle Choral Company 
and Northwest Sinfonietta, 
Through Jun 11, 8 pm 


SUN 6/12 


© CAFE RACER Racer 
Sessions, 7:30-11 pm, free 
CHOP SUEY Po' Brothers, 
Keaton Collective, Chris 
King and the Gutterballs: 
Bottom of the Barrel 
Day Drink Show, 2 pm, 

$6; Breezy Manner with 
Scriptures and DJs Garrett 


Moors and Veins, 9 pm, $5 
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Casa Forte: Duende, 7 
pm, free; The Way Down 
Wanderers, Mandolin 
Hooper and the Texas Rats, 

8 pm, $10-$ 17 
© FREMONT ABBEY Open 
Space Edition 6, 8:30-9 
pm, free 

THE FUNHOUSE Hail The 
Sun, My Iron Lung, Hearts 
Like Lions, Lo' There, From 
The Future, 7 pm, $ 10/$ 12 

★ HIGHLINE Daikaiju, The 
Slacks, Geist and the Sacred 
Ensemble, 9 pm, $ 10/$ 12 
LATONA PUB The Wild 
Hares, 7-9 pm, free 
LITTLE RED HEN Open 
Mic Acoustic Jam with 
Bodacious Billy, 4 pm 

© LUCKY LIQUOR Slow 
Code, Stepbrothers, Safely, 
Bobby's Oar, 7-11 pm, $8 
NECTAR Henhouse 
Prowlers, Nick Drummond, 
Ben Hunter and Joe 
Seamons, 8 pm, $10 
© NEPTUNE THEATRE 
Klingande, 8 pm, $23.50 
© NEUMOS The White 
Buffalo, 7 pm, $17 
© SEATTLE CENTER 
ARMORY Festival Sundiata 
Presents Black Arts Fest, 
free 

© STUDIO SEVEN 

BobbyRock, Distant Station, 
and Guests, 7 pm, $10/$ 12 
TIM’S TAVERN Seattle 
Songwriter Showcase 
TRACTOR TAVERN Frazey 
Ford with Guests, 8 pm, $20 

I 

THE ANGRY BEAVER The 

Beaver Sessions, free 
DARRELL’S TAVERN Sunday 
Night Jazz Jam, 8 pm, free 
© HARISSA Sunday Bossa 
Nova, 6 pm, free 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Al Di 
Meola, Through Jun 12, 

7:30 pm, $40.50 

SHUGA JAZZ BISTRO Shuga 
Sundays: Eric Verlinde and 
Guests, 7:30 pm, free 

★ © TULA’S Jim Cutler Jazz 
Orchestra, 7:30 pm, $8 
VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE ★ Ruby Bishop, 

6 pm, free; ★ The Ron 
Weinstein Trio, 9:30 pm, 
free 

un 

BALTIC ROOM Resurrection 
Sundays, 10 pm 
CONTOUR Broken Grooves, 
free 

CORBU LOUNGE Salsa 
Sundays, 9 pm 
DUOS LOUNGE Luna Park 
Street Market: DJ LA 
Kendall, 11 am-4 pm, free 
THE HIDEOUT DJ Night 
MERCURY Interzone, 9 
pm, $5 

NEIGHBOURS Noche Latina 
R PLACE Homo Hop 

★ RE-BAR Flammable, 9 
pm, $10 

★ REVOLVER BAR No Exit: 
DJ Vi, noon, free 


CLASSICAL 


© BAINBRIDGE 
PERFORMING ARTS 

BPA Chamber Series: 
Atmospheres & Carnivals, 3 
pm, $10/$ 12 
★ © ST. MARK’S 
CATHEDRAL Compline 
Choir, 9:30 pm, free 


MON 6/13 


CAPITOL CIDER 

EntreMundos, 9:30 pm, free 

CONOR BYRNE Bluegrass 
Jam, 8:30 pm, free 
LUCKY LIQUOR Sid Law 
★ THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Salute Sessions, 10 pm, free 
TRIPLE DOOR 
MUSICQUARIUM LOUNGE 
Crossrhythm Sessions, 9 


pm, free 

tl\kA 

© JAZZ ALLEY Anthony 
Strong Trio, 7:30 pm, $27.50 
©TRIPLEDOOR Brian 
Nova Jazz Jam, 8 pm, free 

ED 

BALTIC ROOM Jam Jam, 

9 pm 

★ BAR SUE Motown on 
Mondays, 10 pm, free 

★ THE HIDEOUT Industry 
Standard, free 

★ MOEBAR Moe Bar 
Monday, 10 pm, free 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYA HALL Joseph 
Adam, 7:30 pm, $20-$31 
© TRIPLE DOOR Maxence 
Cyrin, 7:30 pm, $20/$25 


TUE 6/14 


88 KEYS Seatown Allstars, 8 
pm, free 

BLUE MOON TAVERN Chris 
Acker, Todd Day Wait's 
Pigpen, Lowman Palace, 9 
pm, $5; Salem Knights, Slut 
Penguin, Red Rouletta, 9 
pm, $7 

CAFE RACER Jacobs Posse 

★ COLUMBIA CITY 
THEATER The Best Open 
Mic Ever, 7:30 pm, free 

© CROCODILE Jacob 
Whitesides with Shane 
Harper, 8 pm, $17 
EL CORAZON Verb Slingers, 
3 pm, free 

©FREMONT ABBEY The 

Round #133, 8 pm, $8 
THE FUNHOUSE Together 
Pangea with Patsy's Rats, 

7-11:30 pm, $10/$12 
HIGH DIVE Jacque Babbe, 
Lady Grace, Matthew 
Azrieli, Diamondwolf, 8 pm, 
$ 8 /$ 10 

J&M CAFE All-Star Acoustic 
Tuesdays, 9 pm, free 
© NECTAR Snow Tha 
Product, Donte Peace, 

Dirtay, Chris Kemp, DJ Doc 
The Lion, 8 pm, $15 
PARAGON You Play Tuesday, 
8 pm, free 

PARLIAMENT TAVERN Billy 
Joe and the RCs, 8 pm, free 
SEAMONSTER McTuff Trio, 

11 pm, free 

SUNSET TAVERN Panda 
Riot, The Purrs, Black Ferns, 
Charlatan, 8 pm, $8 
TIM’S TAVERN Open Mic: 
Linda Lee, 8 pm 
TRIPLE DOOR The Bacon 
Brothers, 9:30 pm, $40-$75 

9F&+4 

★ © JAZZ ALLEY Fred 
Hersch and Anat Cohen 
Duo, Jun 14-15, 7:30 pm, 
$31.50 

OWL N’THISTLE Jazz with 
Eric Verlinde, 8 pm, free 

★ THE ROYAL ROOM 

Delvon Lamarr, 10 pm, 
donation 

TULA’S Emerald City Jazz 
Orchestra, 8 pm, $10 

ED 

BALTIC ROOM Drum & Bass 
Tuesdays, 10 pm 

★ BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Blue Moon Vinyl Revival 
Tuesdays, 8 pm, free 
CONTOUR Burn: Voodoo, 9 
pm, free 

CORBU LOUNGE Club NYX 
Wave & Goth, 10 pm, $5; 
free before 10:30 p.m. 

★ HAVANA Real Love '90s, 
$3; free before 11 p.m. 
MERCURY Die, $5 
NEIGHBOURS Pump It Up: 
Vogue 

ROB ROY Analog Tuesdays, 
free 


CLASSICAL 


★ © PARAMOUNT THEATRE 

John Carpenter: Live 
Retrospective, 8 pm, $31- 
$321.75 
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For Dads & Grads Who Love To Rock We Salute You! 


The Jack Moves 

The Jack Moves 
Also on vinyl 

Ben Harder al Marymoor Park 


Craig Morgan 

A Whole Lot More To Me 


Rebelutlon 

Falling Into Place 
Also on vinyl 


Blue October 

Home 

Live at the Showbox 6/11 


KEBMQ 


They Might Be Giants 

Phone Power 


Keb 1 Mo' 

Live ; That Hot Pink Blues Afliuim 
Also on vinyl 


Frost 

Falling Satellites 


Del McCOury Band 

Del * Woody 
Also on vinyl 


Heaven's Cry 

Outcast 
Also on vinyl 


Zirakzigit 

WorldbuHder 
Also on vinyl 


Poison Headache 
Poison Headache 


Ampn Amarth 

Jams viking 
Also on vinyl 


Jim Breiier and 
The Lowd fir The Rowdy 

Songs From The Garage 


Six Feet Under 

Graveyard Classics IV 
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Violent Femmes 


Amber Arcades 

Tech N9ne 

Tech N9ne 

We Can Do Anything 


Fading Lines 

AnghelHc 

Absolute Power 

Also on vinyl 


Also on vinyl 
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MUSIC 



DAVID BAZAN Songs may be darker than they appear. 


David Bazan Fights 
to Keep Fighting 

BY SEAN NELSON 


D avid Bazan’s new album, Blanco, only sounds like a de¬ 
parture. Though vintage synthesizers bathe the songs in a 
dreamy haze that recalls artists like M83 and Cliff Martinez, those 


textures surround familiar central figures: 
simple, perfect melodies sung by Bazan’s 
ringing bell of a voice, giving form to lyrics 
that unflinchingly dissect the dark corners 
of the inner life. Produced by 
longtime collaborator Yuuki 
Matthews (of Crystal Skulls), 

Blanco sounds like a distant 
descendant of Bazan’s 2005 
Headphones project, in the same way an 
iPhone is a descendant of a Walkman. 

Synths aside, it’s the same work he’s been 
doing since the first Pedro the Lion record¬ 
ings came out in 1997, and with a renewed 
vigor (and more complex, better songs) since 
his solo debut in 2006. We’ve been friendly for 
several years, but I’ve been a devotee of his 
music for several more, so I didn’t feel too 
weird about inviting him to Stranger HQ to 
talk about his new direction. 

It’s always worth considering the ques¬ 
tion of personal versus autobiographical, 
but your work is uncommonly intimate. I’m 


thinking of the first verse in “With You,” from 
the new album: “I might have found some¬ 
one who could love me/Might have found 
someone true/But I turn around, my life’s 
half over/And I’m with you.” 
That’s a brutal sentiment, the 
kind of thing that if you’re in a 
marriage, even one with good 
communication, you wouldn’t 
really want to say out loud. 

Well, with that particular song, the way 
that I see it, it’s a layer of 
me that’s like the paranoid 
version. Like when your 
thoughts run and you can’t 
stop them and then you 
construct this world, this 
other way of interpreting 
everything. You’re on your 
sort of sane track most of 
the time, but every now 
and again... somebody’s flipped the switch 
and you’re over on that other track for a min¬ 
ute. So for me, that song is an airing of that 


paranoid track’s concerns, you know? And 
sort of honoring its viewpoint. 

Then the next verse lets the narrator have it: 
“You might have found someone with better 
genetics/You might have found someone 
not so blue/You might have found someone 
who didn’t inspire you/To be untrue.” 

After those first two verses, then the 
bridge is sort of the context for the thing. 
Like this guy’s away from home, having a 
hard, hard time. And then it’s kind of like 
Jacob’s Ladder , the movie. There’s all this 
anxiety, but then you return to the story and 
it’s a dreamlike scenario where actually all 
the person’s anxieties 
are unfounded, at least 
for the moment. This 
feeling of connectedness 
that you’re longing for, 
and you believe that it’s 
happening, then all of a 
sudden you’re on the out¬ 
side of it, and the anxiety 
takes over. But both [the 
anxiety and the sense of connection] are 
ephemeral... It’s away darker song, I think, 
than it even appears to be. ► 


David Bazan 

Fri June 10, Neptune, 9 pm, 
$18.50, all ages 


“You know, 
there’s a distinct 
lack of certainty to 
human life.” 
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BLANKET OF FEAR 
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MARK LAN EGAN 
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JON BELLION 
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THEJAYHAWKS 
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THIS PATH TONIGHT TOUR 

GRAHAM NASH 

FRI AUGUST 12 

EDGAR WINTER BAND 

AUGUST 17 

CONSCIOUS TOUR 2016 

BROODS 

C^JARRYD JAMES 

SAT AUGUST 20 

HASAN MINHAJ: 
HOMECOMING KING 

FRI AUGUST 26 
20TH ANNIVERSARY 
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THIS WILL DESTROY YOU 
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ON SALE NOW 





MICHAEL FRANTI 

Soulrocker 

Si0.95-cd/$21.95-2LP 


PAUL SIMON 

Stranger to Stranger 

$13.95-reg.cd/$19.95-LP 


TEGAN & SARA 

Love You To Death 

$11.95-cd/$15.95-LP 





THE KILLS 

Ash & Ice 

$11.95-cd/$19.95-2LP 


THE CLAYPOOL-LENNON 
DELIRIUM 

Monolith of Phobos 

$9.95-cd/$16.95-LP 


BRAD MEHLDAU 

Blues & Ballads 

$13.95-cd/$20.95-LP 


MORE THAN A RECORD STORE! WE HAVE TURNTABLES, 
VINYL ACCESSORIES, POSTERS, HEADPHONES & MORE. 


QE1 


Sale prices good thru 6.16.16 


[ EVERYDAY MUSIC ] 

M/E DAV f* A CU FOR ANY & ALL USED 
■ ■ B rMl W ) CDS, DVDs & VINYL 


CAPITOL HILL 

152010th Ave. • 206.568.3321 

Open everyday 10 a.m.-IO p.m. 


BELLINGHAM 

115 E. Magnolia • 360.676.1404 

Open everyday 9 a.m.-IO p.m. 


WWW.EVERYDAYMUSIC.COM 
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< But then “Someone Else’s Bet” is wres¬ 
tling with a different element of anxiety. 
“Dinner’s on the table/Your mother’s 
at the door/Kids are watching TV/You 
never needed me more.” It’s a romantic 
sentiment, maybe not in the classic sense, 
because there’s dread involved. But that 
sense of responsibility-either just naming 
it or worrying about being able to fulfill it- 
is a recurring theme throughout your work, 
from Pedro the Lion onward. 

Growing up Christian, the ultimate goal, 
the ultimate point of everything that death 
puts a very fine point on, was God and heav¬ 
en. So on your deathbed, those are your 
thoughts: thoughts of eternity and the after¬ 
life. It’s sort of a statement of my shift from 
faith and the Christian God tradition to faith 
in, I guess, more materialistic humanistic dy¬ 
namics. When everybody else in the room is 
concerned about the afterlife, on my death¬ 
bed I’m gonna be seeing if I’m leaving my 
wife in the lurch. Because I feel like I owe her 
certain things, and I’m responsible to her for 
certain things, and I can, any of us can, easily 
create a massive deficit in regard to that con¬ 
tract, without really knowing it. But it’s also 
a hypothesis, because you don’t really know 
what you’re gonna think. 

It’s hard not to read the 
themes of this record in 
relation to the process of 
reconciling your life as a 
professional musician in 
a shifting, shrinking mu¬ 
sic business with your 
life as a husband and fa- 
ther-as a person. 

A lot of the way that 
Blanco came to be is be¬ 
cause of me trying to get off the road more. 
Basically, all of my thinking now is trying to 
be strategic in a way I should have been for 
years. The road is great, and you have to do 
that, but you really should try to minimize it. 
I mean, if you have the tools to do it, and you 
do. You can prioritize some of those things a 
little bit more than you have been. And so, all 
that is to say yes, that is something that we’re 
really struggling to balance. 

I know that the subscription service [Bazan 
Monthly offers subscribers two new songs 
on the first of each month for a limited peri¬ 
od] has had good artistic results, including 
the songs that make up this album. But it 
seems that a lot of being a musician now 
means you have to be an entrepreneur. 

You do. You do! 

Maybe it was always that way, and we 
just came of age during a period when it 
was possible to kid yourself that wasn’t 
what you were. How do you feel about the 
changing nature of what’s required of you? 

Um, it’s a lot. I can find myself feeling 
resentful every now and again about certain 
aspects of it. The work itself is not a prob¬ 
lem, and the extra stuff. But then having to 
defend yourself constantly for saying that 
you feel like people should buy your music if 
they like it. When your heart is really hurting 
because you miss your family and it’s caus¬ 
ing real problems in your relationship, and 
you’re trying your best, but you wish you had 
another three weeks at home before you have 
to leave, because you’re getting somewhere 
with the relationship woes and trying to come 
back from them. That’s happened so many 
times, where it’s like literally two days be¬ 
fore I leave on tour, we come to this detente, 
or some peace and agreement and under¬ 
standing. And it would have been so great to 
bask in that for five days, to live in the same 
house. We wouldn’t have been on vacation, 
just like doing the dishes and stuff without 
all of that tension. But then it’s like okay, I 


gotta go for six weeks or whatever. Basically 
I realized: Okay, you’ve proven that you’re 
willing to work hard and you’re committed to 
this thing, so just zoom out and figure out a 
way to be a little smarter about it. And the 
first form that took was figuring out a way 
to basically monetize work that you can do 
at home. I thought, you gotta get home and 
write songs. And you’ve got to make record¬ 
ings as furiously as you drive a car. And you 
need to monetize that in a way that is a little 
shorter-term, potentially, than the album cy¬ 
cle. That’s where the Monthly thing came out 
of. Now what I think I was right about was 
that I needed to get the frequency up—of my 
output. But in hindsight, I feel like the album 
cycle is fine, but I need the albums to be a 
lot closer together. It’s been five years since 
Strange Negotiations. 

Have you noticed that the entire nature of 
time has changed? Maybe it’s the internet, 
or maybe it’s getting older, I don’t know. 
The idea that your last record came out 
five years ago: I remember the day it came 
out, and it seems like just the other day. 
But 2011 also seems like a lifetime ago. 
But it also seems indistinguishable from, 
like, 2002. 

It is like a movie. Well, 
it’s like The Matrix. I 
mean, it feels like little 
bits and pieces are filling 
every gap in our aware¬ 
ness, and I think that it 
does change the way that 
the fabric of conscious¬ 
ness feels. Because 2002 
feels like the Arizona des¬ 
ert compared to now. 

Okay. I’m glad I’m not the only one... You 
address all this pretty succinctly in “Obliv¬ 
ion” with the lines “But it’s no good to 
complain of fatigue and existential pain/On 
a six-week solo drive/While your friends 
work nine-to-five.” There is always that el¬ 
ement of, well, guess what: You fucking 
asked for it. 

You did it on purpose. You fought for this. 
And a lot of that existential pain is just a pre- 
self-loathing confusion, because you think, 
“I’ve always thought that this was going to 
pay off one click or two higher on the scale.” 

Right, because there are higher clicks. 

There are clicks that are higher, and 
that’s fine. I definitely take pride in being 
somebody who is willing to work. There’s a 
line in The Usual Suspects that, on the scale 
of human life, is really meaningful to me. He 
says, “To be the most powerful, you don’t 
have to have the most money or the most 
guns or the most men. You just have to be 
willing to do what the other guy won’t do.” 
And that has certainly informed my life. It’s 
like, “Well, can you take more?” And if the 
answer is no—fine. But if the answer is yes, 
then you will take more. And in the midst 
of doing that—which is a fight to do a thing 
that is also itself a fight—you find yourself 
losing faith momentarily that you’ve made 
the right decision to devote your life to this 
thing which occasionally, when everything 
comes together... if home’s bad and work is 
small-and-meaningful but too small to sus¬ 
tain. And you’re getting ready to be 20 years 
into doing it, you lose faith a little bit, you 
know? 

I massively do. Sorry if this is the most 
obvious thing in the world to say, but it’s 
interesting that the theme of wavering faith 
continues to be your theme, whether it’s re¬ 
ligious faith on Curse Your Branches or faith 
in yourself and your family and your voca¬ 
tion. Is that the central subject for you? 

I guess my understanding of faith is ► 


“A lot of the way 
that Blanco came to 
be is because of me 
trying to get off the 
road more.” 
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DREW BARTH 


Drew Barth is one of the fastest 
rising comedy stars in the Northwest. 

Born just outside the city of Seattle, 
what started as a dare in high school 
has become a full time career. After 
making the finals of the Seattle 
International Comedy Competition, 
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Use Stranger Tickets for your event and get a FREE ad here! 
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SATURDAY 7/9 

DEERHOOF 

SKATING POLLY + SCARVES 

8PM DOORS-ALL AGES, BAR WITH ID 


SATURDAY 8/13 

WHITE LUNG 

8PM DOORS - 21+ 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT MOE BAR & ETIX.COM 


NEUMOS.COM - THE BARBOZA.COM - MOEBARSEATTLE.COM - PIKESTFISHFRY.COM 


925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 
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Tokyo Police Club & 
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All Ages - Sold Out! 
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KEXP & The Crocodile Present:: 

Broncho “Double Vanity Tour” 
@ Chop Suey 
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◄ that you collect data about a certain hy¬ 
pothesis, and then you get to the point where 
there’s no more data to collect but you have 
to decide if you believe that thing that you’ve 
been leaning toward or not. Everybody has 
faith about everything we’re doing every day 
You know, there’s a distinct lack of certainty 
to human life. 

That lack of certainty is magnified when 
your livelihood, and your family’s, is tied not 
only to making music but to people liking it. 
And also buying it. 

I feel like I know where I am on the spec¬ 
trum of capability with this thing. I know 
the distance between me and Elliott Smith, 
for instance. And it’s quite a distance. And 
that’s fine. I am myself. But I also have seen 
my ability to connect with my thoughts and 
emotions and turn them into music that I still 
like 10 years later. Not all of it. A small part 
of it. But those things combined with my will¬ 
ingness to work hard—I mean, I’m a pretty 
modest person in general, but I’ve started to 
realize I can say this, plus a quite pure set of 
intentions. Not that I’m not egomaniacal and 
narcissistic in some aspects. But in regards to 
music, I’m not. I’ve made sacrifices over and 
over again to be true to what’s coming out of 
my body. And I believe that’s the way to do 
art, or whatever I’m trying to do. I’ve cobbled 
these values together, and to me they sum up 
to: Yeah, keep going. This is the right thing 
to do. And factored into that is it’s not going 
to harm you or your family, ultimately. It’s 
going to enrich them, ultimately. That being 
true to what you love and being smart about 
how to do it equals that... I have done the 
math and it seems like this is going to work. 
The faltering faith comes sometimes when I 
think, “Man, it really looks like it’s not going 
to work.” 

Is that the hardest thing to grapple with 
as you keep going: knowing with all the 
good intentions and talent and hard work, 
it could still fall apart? There could still be 
some pothole you never anticipated? 

Absolutely. Bad bounce, man. 

Has all this increased productivity changed 
what songwriting is like for you? Or what 
you’re writing about? 

Absolutely. And particularly because 
of the public deadlines we set up so that I 
didn’t have a choice but to finish. I realized 
pretty quickly that in most cases, to finish 
everything, to actually have a completed 
recording, and not just some stripped down 
thing, like, “Oh it’s minimalist”—meaning 
we didn’t have time to do anything else—I 
had to stay so zoomed in just to finish it that 
I never had that moment to zoom out and 
see what it was. 


Meaning you wouldn’t stop to obsess over 
a song, whether or not it was good, or good 
enough? 

Yeah. Occasionally I would do that, but 
it’s such a rabbit hole. Which is maybe 
appropriate in some cases, but it was so 
disruptive to a process that needed to re¬ 
ally stay on track that I just stayed zoomed 
in and tried to calibrate my feelings. I hy¬ 
pothesized about what this zoomed-out guy 
would think, just so I didn’t go all the way 
out there and get the bird’s eye view, which 
would have derailed me. “Well, I feel like 
the zoomed out guy would think that this is 
corny, unless it feels kind of sad right here, 
and then I think he would like it.” And so 
then I learned to stay zoomed in. Honestly, 
I didn’t know what was going on with those 
tracks until like a day after everybody had 
already started listening and, you know, 
talking about them. 

Did that zoomed-in-ness allow you and 
Yuuki to feel more free to incorporate the 
synth textures that are so dominant on the 
record? I know there were a lot of keyboard 
sounds on the Headphones record, but the 
Pedro and Bazan records are very guitar- 
based. Have you always been a secret 
synth head? 

In 2000, I heard a Flaming Lips song on 
The Soft Bulletin. It was this off beat—re¬ 
ally drum fills with chimes—and the way that 
square wave bass synthesizer thing sound¬ 
ed, all distorted... It freaked me out, and 
I thought, well, I want to hear that kind of 
thing all the time, like, couldn’t there be mu¬ 
sic that was all distorted synthesizers? 

I’d say your dream has come true. 

So I bought a Nord Lead 2 as soon as I 
possibly could, and I set about to turn Pedro 
the Lion into a synthesizer and drum-set 
band. But I really was ignorant of the way 
to get that sound, so I kind of put it on the 
shelf and kept experimenting, but I didn’t 
have a lot of time to devote to it. I thought 
you get a synthesizer and you make it make 
that sound. I didn’t realize that a Holy Grail 
[reverb pedal] and a distortion panel on the 
output of that thing, and I would have gotten 
my wish for another $200 or whatever. 

It’s like cooking. 

I know, and I didn’t have the recipe. At 
any rate, I started to learn about synthesis, 
and it’s taken me 15 years to figure out how 
to make a record that sounds like the record 
I want to hear. So I am really excited for what 
comes next, because now I have some famil¬ 
iarity with the tool set. ■ 


Less rock, more talk at 
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Paul Simon, 
Revitalized by 
Rhythm on 

Stranger to Stranger 

BY SEAN NELSON 


P aul Simon gets it from all sides. Some 
think him pretentious, others square. 
Some object to his corniness, others to his 
cultural tourism. And some just can’t see 
beyond his association with the backseat of 
their parents’ station wagon. For my part, 
I come down on the side that says Paul Si¬ 
mon is one of the (seven or eight) greatest 
singer-songwriters and record makers of 
the rock ’n’ roll era, and still would be if you 
threw out 80 percent of Simon and Garfun- 
kel’s catalog. 

The new record he 
released on June 3 does 
nothing to dissuade me 
from that position. 

The fact that Simon 
is 74 years old (he is, 
in fact, one month and 
five days younger than 
Bernie Sanders) may 
play a part in just how 
impressive, how vital, 
how interesting Strang¬ 
er to Stranger sounds 
to me. But this record 
isn’t legend-gets-a- 
free-ride good (the way 
his last three fine-but- 
inessential LPs were). 

It’s wow-I-can’t-believe-Paul-Simon-is-still- 
working-this-hard good. 

The instrumental palette—unsurprising¬ 
ly—includes an assemblage of international 
and microtonal instruments most people 
have never heard of. Also unsurprisingly for 
Simon, the unconventional sounds made by 
these instruments are not ornamental but 
integral—not only to the arrangements but 
to the songwriting. The twang of the Indian 
gopichand made Simon think of the word 
“Werewolf,” which led him into the album 
opener (and highlight) “The Werewolf,” on 
which the percussion is so seductive, you 
hardly notice the absence of almost any 
other instruments in the verses. Whatever 
work isn’t done by the flamenco claps and 
stomps is done by the singing, and Simon’s 
voice is astonishingly well preserved. Bet¬ 
ter than McCartney’s, better than Dylan’s, 
better even than Garfunkel’s. 

The follow-your-nose approach allows 
the lyrics to develop in an offhand, col¬ 
loquial style that strips the song’s class 
commentary of pomposity and invests it 
with a dispassionate clarity that would nev¬ 
er occur to a younger songwriter. It’s not a 
rant. It’s a mordant herald, well aware of 
its own distance from the epicenter of the 
dilemma—but no less compelled to discuss 
it. “I’m not complaining,” he clarifies. “Just 
the opposite, my friend/I know it’s raining, 
but we’re coming to the end of the rainbow.” 


Having found his subject, Simon is obviously 
enlivened—melodically, verbally, and vocal¬ 
ly. The looseness feels earned. 

There’s a case to be made that Simon 
was seduced by this freedom into overstat¬ 
ing his understatement, not to mention his 
street-life bona tides, on “Wristband.” But 
I hear a wealth of self-awareness and even 
self-indictment in the story of a musician be¬ 
ing denied entry into his own show. In the 
final verse, Simon extends the metaphor 
to address larger so¬ 
cial inequities, which 
make the wristband 
snap. But because the 
vocal hook arises so 
organically from the 
rhythm of the acoustic 
bass line, the lyric ex¬ 
trapolation feels like a 
variation on the theme, 
a solo. If enlisting “the 
kids who can’t afford 
the cool brand/whose 
anger is a shorthand” 
is a reach, it’s a rele¬ 
vant one—not because 
the indignant rock 
star thinks he’s one of 
them, but because he 
knows his inconvenience would be an un¬ 
imaginable luxury to them. 

From there, the album expands and con¬ 
tracts. It gets looser (“Street Angel” and its 
sort-of sequel “In a Parade”), more intro¬ 
spective (the stately title track and “Proof 
of Love”), and properly loopy (“Cool Papa 
Bell,” which contains the album’s funniest 
moment, a dialogue about the word “moth¬ 
erfucker”). But the groove is the foundation 
throughout, allowing him to construct a very 
contemporary, very idiosyncratic world on 
top of and out of it. (Which he also did, to no¬ 
table effect, on Graceland and The Rhythm 
of the Saints.) 

Stranger to Stranger leaves the powerful 
impression of music itself—the process of 
finding it, harnessing it, capturing it, play¬ 
ing it, sharing it, hearing it—as an elemental 
source of rejuvenation, for both artist 
and audience. It sounds like the work of 
someone who, having long since aged out 
of plausibility as a pop figure, enlisted un¬ 
likely collaborators to help him make the 
least likely possible sounds, recorded an al¬ 
bum solely to please himself, and wound up 
making the best, most surprising work in a 
couple of decades. 

Paul Simon, still trying after all these 
years. ■ 


Find more dispassionate clarity at 
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PAUL SIMON 

Stranger to Stranger (Concord Music) 
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lOO% KA NEKA LON Loudfrom a distance and quiet up close. 

Tariqa Waters Returns to the 
South in 100% Kanekalon Hair 

BY JEN GRAVES 

W e’re in someone’s house. Judging from the belongings 
cluttering the kitchen table and the voices on the speak¬ 
ers, we’re in the Black South. The voices are loud—they have to be, 


to be heard over the funk beats—and they 
belong to kin, batting around an old recipe for 
banana pudding that keeps changing with the 
telling. 

That scene is a sound and sculpture in¬ 
stallation at the Northwest African Ameri¬ 
can Museum. The artist Tariqa Waters 
made it for her first solo 
exhibition in Seattle, a 
show that’s full of masks 
and secrets in honor of 
the Southern women she 
comes from. 

The kitchen table and 
chairs she put on display are spray-painted 
gold. The golden furniture is cluttered with 
mess: plastic bags from the dollar store, child 
custody papers, magazines, family photos, 
toilet paper, Black Barbie, Jim Beam, New- 
ports. 

The show is called 100% Kanekalon: The 
Untold Story of the Marginalized Matriarch. 
It includes four large photographs, four hand¬ 
made ladies’ church hats in glass cases down 


the center of the room, four oversize bags of 
candy-colored hair (Kanekalon brand) that 
evoke architectural columns, and the kitchen- 
table installation. 

If you feel confused or disconnected look¬ 
ing at 100% Kanekalon, that’s how the Mar¬ 
ginalized Matriarch of the title feels every¬ 
where but in this room, 
says Serenity Wise, 
NAAM’s community en¬ 
gagement director. 

The Untold Story, in 
the museum’s intro text, 
is described as “a story 
that exists in the margins... It remains in the 
margins because it shouldn’t be understood 
by everyone.” 

It is not intended to be essentially mar¬ 
ginal, though, but personal, idiosyncratic. 
100% Kanekalon is the way the hair brand 
advertises itself, and the phrase is a crack-up 
because it’s entirely unclear what Kanekalon 
is in the first place, Waters said—you just 
know you’re getting 100 percent of it. Waters 


is using the bright, totalizing languages and 
visuals of advertising to make fun of the idea 
of standardized purity. 

Waters is not a documentarian in black- 
and-white tones. She documents her his¬ 
tory in the same language with which she 
lives it: by vamping, exaggerating, and rep¬ 
resenting a familiar won’t-quit drag fabu¬ 
lousness. 


Waters is using 
the bright language of 
advertising to make fun 
of standardized purity. 


The art is its own “100 percent pure” 
weave with the real facts of an existence that 
requires baseball bats and Newports, and 
shows up decked out in sequined hats with 
golden veils. Those hats—transformed by 
their glass cases into crowns—are Waters’s 
grandmother’s own. 

A year ago, Waters was asked to con¬ 
tribute a work of art to a survey of Seattle 
art. She said she was fed up with the more 


intellectual local representations of Black 
identity, so she made a portrait of herself full 
of attitude, and a blown-up version of it is 
now one of two sentries watching over 100% 
Kanekalon. 

Both women, one seated and one stand¬ 
ing, scowl. They look sideways, scouting for 
threats. They wear curlers in their hair and 
grubby slippers. One smokes a cigarette and 
leans on a baseball bat like a dandy with his 
cane, satirized. She wears a sheer nightgown 
and high heels, guarding a ramshackle door 
with the sign “Beware of the dog.” 

Her long Kanekalon weave is pulled up in 
a ponytail with a holder that has two big balls. 
The scrotal pearls on her head fashion-match 
the faux fur on her nightgown. 

Waters moved to Seattle just a few years 
ago, from Atlanta. She grew up in Virginia. 
She’s the mother of young children. She says 
the kids have taken notice that Atlanta was 
governed by people who looked like them 
while most of the Black people they see near 
their home in Pioneer Square are living with¬ 
out homes and families. Waters reports this 
with pain, missing home. 

In 100% Kanekalon, an ancestral home 
feels like both an important premise and also 
shaky ground. Waters blew up a letter her 
grandmother received in 2014 after a DNA 
test by the company African Ancestry that 
revealed sequence patterns from the Fulani 
and Yoruba people of Nigeria. 

The letter is real, and it’s touching to dis¬ 
cover that it took a woman until so late in her 
life to know something so fundamental. 

Only one line feels like an anxious echo 
of the fishy properties of “100% Kanekalon” 
hair. It reads: “Your Sequence Similarity 
Score is 100%. This measure means that we 
are 100% confident in your result.” 

Waters left her hometown; the family pho¬ 
tos on the golden kitchen table are old, and 
so too are the issues of Ebony. How much of 
100% Kanekalon is nostalgia? That is prob¬ 
ably not for Northerners to say, but it does 
feel like Waters’s self-reflexive humor comes 
to the rescue a few times. 

Like Beyonce’s video album Lemonade, so 
full of references that bloggers have written 
actual syllabi for it, 100% Kanekalon is its 
own code. Comparisons are inevitable—“You 
can’t have two light-skinned women with a 
weave from the South doing work like this 
at the same time,” Waters joked before the 
NAAM opening—and just in case anyone’s 
asking, 100% Kanekalon was made before 
Lemonade's, release. 

To make one comparison and leave it at 
that, Beyonce presents the cathartic release 
of smashing windows with her baseball bat 
and reconciling with her man at the end. Wa¬ 
ters has her hand on the bat in a pose of con¬ 
stant vigilance. There isn’t any story beyond 
that. There isn’t any reconciliation. 

For all its references to shared culture, 
100% Kanekalon is also a specific family por¬ 
trait constructed by a daughter and grand¬ 
daughter who’s also now a mother. 

My favorite work, favorite because it’s 
personal to me, is a square photograph of Wa¬ 
ters’s hands and a dirty ashtray. She’s paint¬ 
ing her super-long nails chartreuse, resting 
them on an official custody form she hasn’t 
started filling out yet. The piece is loud from 
a distance, and quiet up close. I see my own 
white, single mother there. And I don’t. ■ 


Read more Jen Graves at 
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Lydia R. Diamond’s Long, 
Juicy, but Somewhat 
Predictable Stick Fly 

BY RICH SMITH 


S tick Fly is the first performance of 
the 2016 Intiman Theatre Festival, 
which focuses on the work of black American 
women playwrights. Valerie Curtis-Newton, 
winner of a Stranger Genius Award, teamed 
up with Intiman to curate the festival. Her 
selections showcase an array of aesthetics 
among new and established playwrights. 
They also highlight older plays that deserve 
more attention. 

“[The festival] is like 
the many facets of the 
diamond, in that you 
get to see a lot of dif¬ 
ferent perspectives,” 

Curtis-Newton told me 
by phone. “The whole is 
greater than the sum of 
its parts.” 

Curtis-Newton said 
she picked Lydia R. 

Diamond’s Stick Fly 
to kick off the festival 
because the play is set 
in contemporary times 
and because it may 
serve as a good “bridge” 
for Intiman’s audience, 
which, from my perspective at least, skews 
old and white. 

Stick Fly might make a good “bridge” 
to this audience for several reasons. It’s a 
play about an affluent black family, which is 
a rare sight on the stage if not a rare sight 
on TV ( The Jeffersons, The Fresh Prince 
of Bel-Air, The Cosby Show), and audience 
members who didn’t scrunch their face at the 
price of a $40 premium ticket to see the show 
($20 nonpremium tickets are available to all) 
might more readily identify with some of the 
story’s class issues. 

The play also runs like an Advanced Topics 
on Social Discourse seminar, one that focuses 
on less obvious forms of racism, classism, and 
sexism, with a special emphasis on the effects 
of racism against wealthy black people. If you 
don’t really get what all this hubbub about “in- 
tersectionality” and “microaggressions” is, or 
if you haven’t been paying much attention to 
the way people have been talking about race 
for the last 10 years, then this play will help 
you explore the emotional underpinnings that 
have spurred much of the conversation. More 
abstractly, the play is about the limits of for¬ 
giveness, the debt owed to parents, and the 
million other reasons you might not have a 
great relationship with your father. 

u [Stick Fly] got mixed reviews in New 
York. They weren’t unwarranted,” Curtis- 
Newton said. “But it’s worth it. The questions 
the play raises are worth it.” 

I agree with the mixed reviews and with 
Curtis-Newton. The play is a long, racially 
charged soap opera with a well-made struc¬ 
ture and a sitcom vibe. The setup: An affluent 
black family meets for a small reunion at an 
estate on Martha’s Vineyard. The house was 
built by the Whitcombs, a family who made 


money shipping slaves, or so the dad (G. 
Valmont Thomas), a successful doctor who 
married into that family and who now owns 
the house, implies. 

To this gathering, younger brother and 
burgeoning novelist Kent (Tyler Trerise) 
brings home for the first time his fiance Taylor 
(Chantal DeGroat), a slightly nerdy, self-as¬ 
sertive, funny, people-pleasing entomologist 
with abandonment 
issues due to her aca¬ 
demic-famous father 
leaving her and her 
mother to scrounge out 
a lower-middle-class 
existence. The older 
brother, a prosperous 
plastic surgeon named 
Flip (Reginald Andre 
Jackson), brings home 
a white woman (Bhama 
Roget) who works with 
schools populated pri¬ 
marily by poor kids of 
color. Cheryl (Amara 
Granderson), the col¬ 
lege-bound daughter 
of the family’s house¬ 
keeper, has been hired on to take care of 
domestic duties, a job she finds fulfilling for 
now and doesn’t really mind because it allows 
her to explore her crush on Flip. 

The script’s great strength is its humor, 
which expertly combines the mundane with 
the deeply disturbing. Characters reveal 
huge, life-altering family secrets and explain 
where the family keeps the egg cups in the 
same breath. 

Though the piece is a true ensemble, a 
large chunk of the story is Taylor’s, and De- 
Groat walks the line between being annoying 
and charmingly weird, a path familiar to 
many science-types who begin every other 
sentence with the phrase “Well, actually...” 
Taylor’s emotions swing from pugilistic to 
vulnerable to sensual, sometimes all within 
the same monologue, and DeGroat makes 
those transitions seemingly effortlessly. The 
No Surprise This Person Was Great Award is 
a tie between Roget—whose comedic timing 
was perfect—and Thomas, whose command¬ 
ing bellow shook the stage. Granderson’s 
magnetic presence made watching her turn 
from a happy-go-lucky person into a emo¬ 
tional bomb victim all the more painful. 

If you’re really into long, somewhat 
predictable family dramas with tons of 
cringe-inducing social situations and mis- 
communications that lead to accidental 
revelations of deep family secrets (and you 
don’t mind Langston Hughes Performing Art 
Institute’s lack of air conditioning), then this 
play will not disappoint. If you don’t have that 
kind of time right now, be sure to make time 
to check out some of the other Intiman The¬ 
atre Festival events this summer. Seeing the 
work of this many black women artists in this 
short period of time is a rare opportunity. ■ 



INYE WOKOMA 


Stick Fly 

Langston Hughes Performing Arts Institute 
Through June 19 
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NEW THIS WEEK! Also available for rent! 


LE AMICHE (Criterion Collection) 

Vintage Antonioni 

DVD $22.95 Blu-ray $26.95 

ANOMALISA 

Charlie Kaufman’s Mindblowing, Heartbreaking New 

Animated Film 

DVD $22.95 Blu-ray $28.95 

HAIL, CAESAR! 

The Coen Bros. Tale of Classic Hollywood 
DVD $22.95 Blu-ray $27.95 


For a full list of New Releases for rent + sale, visit scarecrow.com 


ZOOTOPIA 

The Animal Kingdom Achieves Racial and Class Harmony 

DVD $24.95 Blu-ray $31.95 3D Blu $33.95 

RICK & MORTY: SEASON 2 

RIP Mr. Poopybutthole 

DVD $22.95 Blu-ray $27.95 

THE BEST INTENTIONS 

Ingmar Bergman’s Childhood. Surprisingly Not 

Depressing. Blu-ray $27.95 





STAR TREK II: THE WRATH OF KHAN 

Special Director’s Cut! 

Blu-ray $18.95 

THE GIRL WHO LEAPT THROUGH TIME 

New Collector’s Edition of the Beloved Anime 
DVD/Blu-ray $29.95 Coil.Ed Blu $44.95 


THE BOY AND THE BEAST 

More Anime Greatness from the Director of 
WOLF CHILDREN DVD $24.95 Blu-ray $28.95 



What would you give to save 
the place you love most? 

It’s been twenty years since Lucie Bowen evacuated her 
Puget Sound island in a tragedy that destroyed her family. 

Now, a voice from the past is calling her back 
with a message that will forever change her future. 


“Engrossing and 
atmospheric, 

a thorny meditation on 
environmental responsibility 
with a big haunted heart.” 

—Miami Herald, 
“What do you recommend?” 
by Laura van den Berg 

“This is a 
beautiful novel.” 

—Edan Lepucki, 
author of California 

“Atmospheric, intense, 
and mysterious.” 

—Megan Mayhew Bergman, 
author of Almost Famous Women 
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Taylor Dow’s Apocalypse 
Dad Deconstructs the 
Orpheus Myth into a 
Dense, Beautiful Comic 

BY RICH SMITH 


A potato-shaped dad with a goatee 
on his face and a crowbar in his 
hand scours a postapocalyptic city 
for his daughter. “Pookie!” he howls. “Butter- 
bean?” he whimpers. The man continues to 
string together a litany of nicknames, which 
get increasingly creepy and more possessive: 
“my little peanut,” “most beloved teacup 
cherub,” “priceless turnip,” but no answer. 
Tree limbs extend from busted tenement 
windows and tall grasses grow waist-high. 
Nature has reclaimed the city, and there 
doesn’t seem to be anyone else around. 

Despite the general stillness, the man is 
convinced his daughter is alive somewhere 
and needs his protection, which wouldn’t be 
such a weird idea if it weren’t for the fact that 
no immediate threats present themselves. In 
the context of this chill apocalypse, the ur¬ 
gency of the dad’s worry seems baseless, an 
ingrained relic of a social system no longer in 
operation. 

Eventually, the dad falls into a pit of dead 
dad skeletons. When he emerges, his potato¬ 
shaped daughter finds him, and then a bunch 
of other potato-shaped women appear out of 
nowhere and dismantle his body. They re¬ 
move his goatee, his boots, his crowbar—the 
symbolic elements of his masculinity—and 
then disperse. 

I just ruined for you the plot of Taylor 
Dow’s latest comic book, Apocalypse Dad, 
a small, dense, nuanced, and formally inven¬ 
tive comic published by Cold Cube Press. But 
you don’t really read for the plot, do you? And 
anyway, there’s a lot more to be excited about 
in Dow’s work. 

The dad in Apocalypse Dad 
is an anti-Orpheus. Instead 
of being the musician/poet of 
Greek myth whose songs/po¬ 
ems were so good they could 
command animals and animate stone, the dad 
is a barking doofus whose words do nothing. 
Instead of finding his Eurydice in hell, the 
dad’s Eurydice finds him when he stops look¬ 
ing. Instead of being torn apart by shrieking 
harpies and having his head tossed into a river 
where it will eventually wash up on the isle of 
Lesbos still singing, silent women calmly dis¬ 
mantle the dad and effectively decommission 
him, the only violent-seeming thing in their 
world. In reframing the harpies this way, Dow 
embraces loss as an inevitability to be endured 
with quiet determination and not a tragedy to 
be gilded with lines of verse. 

Even if you’re not into geeking out about 
good examples of literary deconstruction (we 
can’t all be insufferable), Dow’s work is fan¬ 
tastic. 

Dow publishes a few different strips over 
at the Seattle Weekly , mostly illustrations of 
stories from Olympia’s touring bands and 
personal-essay-type comics about life in Se¬ 
attle. Regardless of ambition or purpose, 
the comics are varied in line and structure— 



TAYLOR DOW 


APOCALYPSE DAD It’s hard out there 
for a postapocalyptic dad. 

rather than cramming stories into predeter¬ 
mined grids, Dow imagines new frames to 
suit the contours of the story. 

The cartooning in Apocalypse Dad is flat- 
out beautiful. Illustrations of single objects— 
an unbroken window, a weed bowing under 
the weight of blood—separate the book into 
sections. These unexpected visual refrains 
sometimes set the tone for the next section 
while calling back to an image 
from the last. Sometimes they 
act as foreboding omens, or 
simply add depth to charac¬ 
ters. My favorite example of 
the interplay between story 
and still image happens in the middle of the 
book. The dad yells “Pooooooookie!” into the 
air, and the facing page is a drawing of an 
empty cardboard box with frayed flaps that 
reflect the dad’s outstretched arms. Makes 
you feel sad for the dad. 

When I finished Apocalypse Dad, I 
creeped the hell out of Dow’s Tumblr and 
read everything on it. Another short comic 
book, Abruption, which you can read for free 
online, floored me. This one is about the dread 
of getting too close to people. This comic, 
which won Best of the Fest at the Olympia 
Comics Festival in 2014, emphasizes Dow’s 
incredible knack for pacing, for cinematic 
storytelling, and for developing meaningful 
relationships between form, content, and the 
traditions of thought that inform each. ■ 

Taylor Dow will be at the Cold Cube Press 
table at Short Run’s Zine & Print Fair, 
which is part of the Graphic Masters exhibi¬ 
tion opening night on Thursday, June 9, at 
Seattle Art Museum. 


Short Run Zine 
& Print Fair 

Thurs June 9, Seattle Art 
Museum, 5-9 pm, free 
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VIKTORIA A gloomy movie that suddenly becomes a comedy. 
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Viktoria Is a Wonderful 
Reminder That Socialism 
Is Always More Fun 
for Party Insiders 

BY CHARLES MUDEDE 


T he first 27 minutes of Viktoria 
are brutal and slow and bland. 
You will not like them. The year 
is 1979, the country is Bulgaria, and the 
main character is a young woman, Boryana 
(Irmena Chichikova). Boryana has a bor¬ 
ing husband, Ivan (Dimo Dimov), and both 
of them live in Boryana’s mother’s small 
apartment. The mother is a severe socialist. 
She believes in her country and 
is a member of the ruling party. 

The revolution is not over for the 
mother. Boryana hates every¬ 
thing her mother loves, and loves 
everything her mother hates, like American 
consumer products. When Boryana is alone 
in the bathroom, she secretly smokes Marl¬ 
boro cigarettes while dreaming of leaving 
her drab socialist existence. 

None of this is pretty to watch. Boryana 
almost never talks to her mother, expresses 
no love to her husband, and sees the baby de¬ 
veloping in her thin body 
as a monster. She wants 
to eject the thing from 
her system and drink 
her Coca-Colas in peace. 

When the baby is 
born, however, this 
gloomy movie suddenly 
becomes a comedy. We 
see the stunned faces of 
the nurses and a doctor. They are looking 
down at the newborn and trying to make 
sense of something strange. What is it? The 
baby has no belly button. Could it be a mira¬ 
cle baby? The doctor informs party officials. 
The leader of Bulgaria visits the hospital 
and declares the miracle is not religious but 
proof of the progress socialism is making. 
He moves the baby and her parents into a 
nice and roomy apartment, gets them good 
jobs in the government, and treats the baby, 
named Viktoria, like a national treasure. 

The movie then jumps 10 years ahead and 
enters the twilight of a socialist brat. 


Viktoria (Daria Vitkova) has everything 
she wants. Next to her bed is a direct line 
to the leader of the party. She is driven to 
school by a chauffeur, who, as she sits in the 
large backseat, hands her the best sand¬ 
wiches that socialism has to offer. At school, 
she treats the teachers and students like 
shit. One could not imagine a more happy 
childhood. And it would have gone on like 
this forever had not the Berlin 
Wall collapsed and the party that 
spoiled her, the navel-less girl of 
the future, been overthrown by 
pro-democracy forces. The kind 
of depression that grips Viktoria can be un¬ 
derstood only by Americans who are former 
child stars. 

The film is a bit long, but its middle and 
final parts have many moments that are 
wonderfully nutty. Here is one I can’t get 
out my head: The grandmother (on her 
knees) is washing Viktoria (who is stand¬ 
ing) in a bathroom. At 
one point, sad Viktoria, 
no longer the center of 
the world, knowing the 
calls from the leader 
of the party are going 
to stop, looks down at 
her grandmother and 
then down at her body. 
At first you think the 
grandmother is going to do something in¬ 
appropriate, but instead she lovingly rubs 
her granddaughter’s smooth (almost alien) 
tummy. It had been the source of her fame 
and power. It is now just a freak of nature. 

There is a lot of poetry in this Viktoria, 
and it has a sequence of news and video foot¬ 
age that, with a dramatic score, brilliantly 
captures the year that launched the world we 
now live in, 1989. 

That year was really something else. ■ 


Mudede mentions socialism occasionally at 
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Viktoria 

dir. Maya Vitkova 
Northwest Film Forum 


The kind of depression 
that grips Viktoria can 
be understood only 
by Americans who are 
former child stars. 


GRETA ETHAN BILL MAYA TRAVIS JULIANNE 
GERWIG HAWKE HADER RUDOLPH FIMMEL AND MOORE 


“EXHILARATING! HILARIOUS!” 

-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 


MAGGIE'S PLAN ?? 

A REBECCA MILLER FILM 

El? WRIHEN FOR 1HE SCREEN AND DIRECTED BY REBECI 


f f- 


WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM 

SONY PICTURES CLASSICS ™ 


NY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT INC. 



BELLEVUE LYNNWOOD SEATTLE 

CINEMARK LINCOLN REGAL ALDERWOOD AMC 

SQUARE CINEMAS STADIUM 7 PACIFIC PLACE 11 

700 Bellevue Way NE 3501 184th St SW 600 Pine St 

(800) CINEMARK (844) 462-7342#413 amctheatres.com 


STARTS FRIDAY, JUNE 10 


SEATTLE TUKWILA SEATTLE 

SUNDANCE CINEMAS SEATTLE AMC REGAL 

PLACE STADIUM 14 4500 9th Ave NE, Reserved Seats SOUTHCENTER16 MERIDIAN 16 

301 NE 103rd St +21 All Shows, 3600 Southcenter Mall 1501 7th Ave 

(844) 462-7342 #1311 sundancecinemas.com amctheatres.com (844) 462-7342 #808 


VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.MAGGIESPLAiM0VIE.COM 
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SUNDANCE 

CINEMAS SEATTLE 

4500 9TH AVE NE • 206-633-0059 



TWO WAYS TO SAVE A 

MONDAY IS $6 ORCA DAY 

r 

TUESDAY IS GIRLS NIGHT OUT! 


FULL BAR & BISTRO FARE • RESERVED SEATS 

+21 AT ALL TIMES 

MAGGIE’S PLAN 

THE LOBSTER 

CHEVALIER 

NOW YOU SEE ME 2 

THE CONJURING 2 

LOVE & FRIENDSHIP 

WARCRAFT in 3D/2D 

BLACKWAY 

ME BEFORE YOU 

THE NICE GUYS 

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES: 

OUT OF THE SHADOWS in 2D 

** TIX AVAIL AT BOX OFFICE ONLY 



L S 3 Si. 


4329 University Way NE Seattle, WA 98105 

MOVIE LINE: 206-632-7218 



Friday June ID - Thursday June IE 

WAR CRAFT (PG-13 Htjp» 

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES: 

OUT OF THE SHADOWS (PG-13) 

MEDDLER (PG-13) 

FINDING DORY (PG) 

THU 6/16 @ 7PM 

^ please visit our website for showtimes and more: ^ 


www.farawayentertainment.com 



One entry per person. While supplies last. No purchase necessary. Limit one admit-two per person. 
Employees of participating sponsors are ineligible. 


iFCFilms fflieSiranger 

ENTER TO WIN A 
RUN-OF-ENGAGEMENT 
PASS TO 

WEINER 


EMAIL 

ALLIEDIMSEA@GMAIL.COM 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 
PLEASE INCLUDE WEINER 
IN THE SUBJECT LINE. 


‘A. GAME CHANGER!” 


-ELOQUENT. 

TIME 



“IRQNICJEAUTY." 

CHOOSE 


CLIMATE CHANGE FOR GOOD 
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NOW YOU SEE ME 2 Don’t make us say it. 


Sexy Producer 
Fiction About 
Now You See Me 2 


BY ELINOR JONES 


Studio Executive 1:1 want more money. Let’s 
make an unnecessary sequel. 

Studio Executive 2: Okay. 

SE1: How about Now You See Me? That was 
a movie. 


SE1: Gross! Let’s kill her. 

SE2: Wait, Lizzy Caplan is available. 

SE1: Flip a coin. [Coinflips.] Okay, Lizzy Ca¬ 
plan it is. We’ll murder Isla Fisher later. 


SE2: I forgot about that mov¬ 
ie until just now, when you 
reminded me that it existed. 

Was it that relatively contained dumpster fire 
about sexy magicians? 

SE1: Yes. The greatest magic trick from the 
original is that it made viewers almost im¬ 
mediately forget it. This will make the sequel 
very easy. Because who cares? Nobody! 

SE2: Sweet! 

SE1: I bet all those guys from the first one 
would come back if we give them a bunch of 
money. Woody Harrelson, Morgan Freeman, 
Mark Ruffalo, Jesse Eisenberg, and James 
Franco’s little brother are all hos. They’d do 
anything for a check. 

SE2: But the girl from the first one—I heard 
she had another kid AND she turned 40... 


Now You See Me 2 

dir. Jon M. Chu 


SE2: What should the plot be? 


SE1: I don’t know. What 
was the plot of the first one? 
Heists? Magic? 

SE2: It was like Ocean’s Eleven , if Ocean’s 
Eleven made less sense. Let’s add... cards? 
And hypnotism? 

SE1: Sure! Those things sound magical! 

SE2: Totally! Let’s kiss. [Kissing.] 

SE1: Wait, do we need to do more planning 
for this sequel? 

SE2: No. Just make it super shiny and loud. 
Nobody will notice it’s nothing. [Kissing 
resumes.] ■ 

More movie magic at 
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PELOTON Eat a roasted spring vegetable hash while getting your bike tuned up. 

Four Cafes Where the 
Food Is Much Better 
Than It Needs to Be 

The Best One, Peloton, Is Also a Bike Shop 

BY ANGELA GARBES 


S eattle’s myriad neighborhood cafes 
serve as our substitute homes and offic¬ 
es. Every day, people spend hours within their 
coffee-scented walls, having meetings, read¬ 
ing books, answering e-mails, plugged into 
personal devices—simultaneously alone and 
together. Cafes are where we go for comfort 
and caffeine, but not necessarily for nourish¬ 
ment. Sustenance is typically a damp premade 
sandwich or salad, a soggy spinach-and-feta 
croissant, or a day-old scone. But not anymore. 

Over the last year, four notable cafes 
have opened up in neighborhoods across the 
city. They offer the requisite coffee, espres¬ 
so drinks, and pastries, but also solid food 


menus rooted in delicious, high quality—and 
often local—ingredients. Even if you don’t 
live around the corner from these places, 
you’d be wise to seek them out. 

With just its name, Greenwood’s Pre¬ 
serve and Gather makes its intentions clear. 
There’s no wi-fi here; gathering goes better 
without it. In the morning, there’s a rotat¬ 
ing selection of freshly baked pastries (both 
sweet and savory), as well as house-made 
yogurt and toast topped with homemade 
fruit preserves such as chai tea pear but¬ 
ter and rhubarb orange jam. The bread is 
baked in cast-iron pans by esteemed Sea 
Wolf Bakers, who also supply the bread for 


all of award-winning chef Renee Erickson’s 
restaurants. 

In the afternoon, there are savory toasts, 
salads, and platters of meats, cheeses, and 
pickles. Ricotta toast ($4) is a satisfying 
snack: enormous slices of chewy, crumby 
bread cut into triangles and slathered with 
fresh, almost runny, ricotta. The mild cheese 
has a lovely quivering texture that exists 
somewhere between liquid and cream. Lo¬ 
cal wildflower honey, artfully drizzled on in a 
diagonal pattern, adds a complex sweetness. 

In the late afternoon, large batches of Pre¬ 
serve and Gather’s pickles are made, and the 
air in the cafe grows astringent from all the 
vinegar being brought to a boil. It’s bracing 
but also thrilling—an inescapable remind- 


Cafe food is typically a 
damp premade sandwich 
or salad, a soggy spinach- 
and-feta croissant, or a day- 
old scone. But not anymore. 


er of the reality of taking the time to make 
things by hand. 

On the opposite end of the city, the folks at 
Redwing Cafe in Rainier Beach also spend 
every morning baking pastries and updating 
their chalkboard menu with the day’s par¬ 
ticular muffins, scones, quiches, frittatas, and 
soups. Meanwhile, outside, a giant red-winged 
bird on the side of the building (built by a 
neighborhood artist, of course) invites people 
in to eat “Earth food for Earth people.” 

The cafe’s breakfasts include a roasted 
vegetable hash, biscuits and gravy, and 
house-made granola. In the afternoon, there 
are simple sandwiches such as grilled Ched¬ 
dar with tomato slices and “PB&J” made with 
organic peanut butter and raspberry jam. 

Try as I might, I can never stop myself 
from ordering the Harambe salad ($10), a big 
bowl of mixed greens topped with lovingly 
grated carrots, daikon radish, beets, and pur¬ 
ple cabbage. The shredded vegetables provide 
earthy, sweet, and spicy notes, while toasted 
pumpkin seeds add a nutty crunch. Redwing’s 
house dressing is a bright and deeply savory 
lemon-tahini sauce that follows the recipe of 
Seattle’s dearly departed Gravity Bar. Anyone 
who used to frequent Gravity Bar will recog¬ 
nize the flavor immediately. Order a side of 
tea-smoked tofu ($3), thin slices of which are 
griddled and served warm and crispy, for an 
extra dose of health-food nostalgia. 

If Redwing harks back a bit to Seattle’s 
past, downtown’s Mr. West looks decidedly 
forward. It’s a sleek and modern cafe—lots 
of marble, glass, and dark wood—that gives 
the neighborhood exactly what it’s been need¬ 
ing: a spacious and well-designed place that 
invites people to linger. 

The menu is on trend with the rest of the 
city’s new cafes: toasts, salads, sandwiches, 
cheese and charcuterie platters, as well as 
build-your-own pickle plates. But there are 
also some flourishes of real creativity here: A 
veggie sandwich is anchored by a spiced car¬ 
rot spread, while toast takes a trip to South 
Asia and comes adorned with chunks of avo¬ 
cado that are dressed with curry powder, 
mustard seed, and lime. 

Bowls of Greek yogurt, offered from 7 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., are a blank canvas for the kitchen’s 
inspired ideas. The “No. 3” is an unexpected ► 
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Fremont Solstice Parade 

BEER GARDEN 

Saturday June 18 th # 

Xr starting at 1 pm $ 

All Day DJ & Pet Friendly! 


All Proceeds Benefit our Non-Profit 
❖ <8 Pints for Parks $ VL 

IN THE PARKING LOT BEHIND 
the sixgill - 35th 8c Evanston 
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FRESH FRESH 

LIVE CRAWFISH 


'I 


WE SHIP 

SEAFOOD OVERNIGHT 
ANYWHERE IN THE USA 
OR WE PACK FOR 
AIR TRAVEL 
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University 
Seafood & Poultry 

1317 NE 47th • Seattle 
(206)632-3700 • (206)632-3900 




Before, During & After 
the Mariners games! 


ONE BLOCK NORTH OF SAFECO 

ssa 1ST AVE S < 2D6-G2&4474 
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Football on Telly I 

MONDAYS - FREE POOL 
LATE MITE HAPPY HOUR 
10-CLOSE 

2ND MONDAY OF THE 
MONTH BOOK EXCHANGE 
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HOTWIRE COFFEE 

West Seattle! 

Voted “Best Coffee” in West Seattle! We are proud to serve our community 
one of the best cups of coffee in Seattle. We also offer a fresh, rotating selection of 
baked goods from locally-sourced bakeries, and tea from the folks at Market Spice. 
Always get 15 minutes FREE with a beverage, or enjoy one hour FREE during 
Happy Hours: Open to 10am and 4pm to close. Kiss the sky with our business class 
WiFi. Offering MS Office, wireless printer, scanner and copier. 

$10 to Spend. Your Price: $5 


STRANGERPERKS.COM 


Offer must be purchased from StrangerPerks website, 
and is not available directly through retailer. 


SfiangcrPERKS 


SHOP LOCAL. S 


WANT YOUR BUSINESS 
IN STRANGERPERKS? 


Call 206-323-7101 or e-mail 
StrangerPerks@thestranger.com 
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◄ savory dish—thick, tangy yogurt topped 
with the nutty grain farro, a Greek herb pis- 
tou that’s heavy on musky, sweet oregano, 
slices of salty preserved lemon, and a dusting 
of spicy, fruity Aleppo pepper. There’s honey 
in the mix, too, which makes it just a touch too 
sweet, but still delectable. 

Mr. West is owned by the same folks 
behind Bottlehouse, a wine shop/wine bar/ 
restaurant that’s beloved by Madrona resi¬ 
dents. The cafe serves a generous number of 
wines, as well as cocktails made with wines 
and beers. Indicative of its careful design, 
the menu at Mr. West, which is open until 
10 p.m., transitions effortlessly from cafe to 
bar, morning into night. 

If there’s one cafe in town that I’d go far 
out of my way to eat at anytime, it’s Capitol 
Hill’s Peloton Bicycle Shop & Cafe. (I’ll 
get to the bike part in a moment.) Chef and 
co-owner Mckenzie Hart puts out plate after 
plate of beautiful food that is rooted in the 
Pacific Northwest and its seasons, but also 
the uninhibited, creative energy that defines 
Seattle at its best. 

Hart worked for Matt Dillon at both Lon¬ 
don Plane and Sitka & Spruce, as well as 
at Cafe Presse, and her experience shows. 
She’s not afraid of spices and seasoning, but 
she cooks with an understanding and re¬ 
straint that amplifies the natural flavors of 
her ingredients. 

A recent daily special ($13) featured wild 
Oregon tuna, lightly marinated in soy, atop 
a bed of spicy baby greens from City Grown 
Seattle. Shredded carrot and sugar snap peas 
gave sweetness and crunch, while shaved 
radishes added peppery depth. A ginger-soy 


Hart’s food is rooted 
in the Pacific Northwest 
and its seasons, but also 
the uninhibited, creative 
energy that defines 
Seattle at its best. 


dressing punched up the flavor without being 
overbearing, while a perfect six-minute egg 
bathed the dish in golden richness. 

Another salad, this one made with spin¬ 
ach, English peas, and rounds of shaved raw 
asparagus ($10), was a celebratory riot of 
green. Dense purple and yellow marble po¬ 
tatoes gave the dish heft, goat cheese gave 
creaminess, and a potent mustard-seed 
dressing coated everything with a lively 
tang. A shower of parsley leaves, much more 
than a garnish, added a welcome whisper of 
bitterness. 

Last week’s vegetable hash ($12), which 
two months ago was made from winter’s 
hearty root vegetables, reflected the current 
season’s produce, a tender mix of varying 
shades of green. Leeks and fennel were 
roasted into soft, slippery submission, along 
with romanesco. Brussels sprouts, cut in half 
and blackened on one side until they were 
almost burned, lent a smoky, charred flavor. 
They were all tossed with parsley leaves and 
fingerling potatoes, then dotted with chevre 
and a chipotle aioli. The chevre melted into 
a warm and gooey sauce that commingled 
with two runny egg yolks. The whole thing 
was spicy, silky, rich, and wholly comforting. 

Peloton is a unique business, as much a 
bike shop as cafe. You can get your brakes 
fixed or buy a helmet while having some 
avocado toast or a pint of beer. Seattle’s 
cafe scene is strong, but so is its bike-polo 
culture, as evidenced by the conversations I 
was surrounded by on a recent visit. For a 
moment I felt as though I didn’t belong, but 
as I looked down at the gorgeous pile of veg¬ 
etables in front of me, mostly I felt grateful 
for a small space that can hold so much. ■ 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


For the Week of June 8 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Mythologist Joseph Campbell analyzed 
fairy tales for clues about how the human psyche works. For example, 
he said that a fairy tale character who's riding a horse is a representa¬ 
tion of our relationship with our instinctual nature. If that character 
drops the reins and lets the horse gallop without guidance, he or 
she is symbolically surrendering control to the instincts. I bring this 
to your attention because I suspect you may soon be tempted to do 
just that that—which wouldn't be wise. In my opinion, you'll be best 
served by going against the flow of what seems natural. Sublimation 
and transcendence will keep you much stronger than if you followed 
the line of least resistance. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): I will provide you with two lists of 
words. One of these lists, but not both, will characterize the nature 
of your predominant experiences in the coming weeks. It will be 
mostly up to you which emerges as the winner. Now read the two 
lists, pick the one you like better, and instruct your subconscious 
mind to lead you in that direction. List 1: gluttony, bloating, overkill, 
padding, exorbitance. List 2: mother lode, wellspring, bumper crop, 
gold mine, cornucopia. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In his poem "Interrupted Medita¬ 
tion," Robert Hass blurts out the following exclamation: "I give 
you, here, now, a magic key. What does it open? This key I give you, 
what exactly does it open?" How would you answer this question, 
Gemini? What door or lock or heart or treasure box do you most 
need opened? Decide today. And please don't name five things 
you need opened. Choose one, and one only. To do so will dissolve 
a mental block that has up until now kept you from finding the 
REAL magic key. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The following excerpt from Wendell 
Berry's poem "Woods" captures the essence of your current situation: 
"I part the out-thrusting branches and come in beneath the blessed 
and the blessing trees. Though I am silent there is singing around me. 
Though I am dark there is vision around me. Though I am heavy there 
is flight around me." Please remember this poem at least three times 
a day during the next two weeks. It's important for you to know that 
no matter what murky or maudlin or mysterious mood you might be 
in, you are surrounded by vitality and generosity. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22): A half-dead blast from the past is throt¬ 
tling the free flow of your imagination. Your best possible future 
will be postponed until you agree to deal more intimately with 
this crumbled dream, which you have never fully grieved or sur¬ 
rendered. So here's my advice: Summon the bravest, smartest love 
you're capable of, and lay your sad loss to rest with gentle ferocity. 
This may take a while, so be patient. Be inspired by the fact that 
your new supply of brave, smart love will be a crucial resource for 
the rest of your long life. 

VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): Five times every day, devout Muslims face 
their holiest city, Mecca, and say prayers to Allah. Even if you're not 
Muslim, I recommend that you carry out your own unique version of 
this ritual. The next three weeks will be a favorable time to cultivate 
a closer relationship with the inspirational influence, the high ideal, 
or the divine being that reigns supreme in your life. Here's how 
you could do it: Identify a place that excites your imagination and 
provokes a sense of wonder. Five times a day for the next 21 days, 
bow in the direction of this treasured spot. Unleash songs, vows, 
and celebratory expostulations that deepen your fierce and tender 
commitment to what you trust most and love best. 

LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): "The road reaches every place, the short 
cut only one," says aphorist James Richardson. In many cases, that's 
not a problem. Who among us has unlimited time and energy? Why 
leave all the options open? Short cuts can be valuable. It's often smart 
to be ruthlessly efficient as we head toward our destination. But 
here's a caveat: According to my analysis of the astrological omens, 
you're now in a phase when taking short cuts may be counterproduc¬ 
tive. To be as well-seasoned as you will need to be to reach your goal, 
you should probably take the scenic route. The long way around may, 
in this instance, be the most efficient and effective. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): "Truth is like the flu," says poet James 
Richardson. "I fight it off, but it changes in other bodies and returns 
in a form to which I am not immune." I suspect you will experience 
that riddle first hand—and probably on more than one occasion. Ob¬ 
vious secrets and wild understandings that you have fought against 
finding out will mutate in just the right way to sneak past your de¬ 
fenses. Unwelcome insights you've been trying to ignore will finally 
wiggle their way into your psyche. Don't worry, though. These new 
arrivals will be turn out to be good medicine. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): According to Guinness World re¬ 
cords, the most consecutive hours spent riding on a roller coaster 
is 405 hours and 40 minutes. But I suspect that during the next 15 
months, a Sagittarian daredevil may exceed this mark. I have come 
to this conclusion because I believe your tribe will be especially adept 
and relatively comfortable at handling steep rises and sudden dips 
at high speeds. And that won't be the only rough talent you'll have 
in abundance. I'm guessing you could also set new personal bests in 
the categories of most frequent changes of mind, most heroic leaps 
of faith, and fastest talking. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19): Whether we like to admit it or not, all 
of us have acted like puppets. Bosses and teachers and loved ones can 
manipulate us even if they're not in our presence. Our conditioned 
responses and programmed impulses may control our behavior in the 
present moment even though they were formed long ago. That's the 
bad news. The good news is that now and then moments of lucidity 
blossom, revealing the puppet strings. We emerge from our uncon¬ 
sciousness and see that we're under the spell of influential people 
to whom we have surrendered our power. This is one of those magic 
times for you, Capricorn. 

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18): A few weeks ago you undertook a new 
course of study in the art of fun and games. You realized you hadn't 
been playing hard enough, and took measures to correct the problem. 
After refamiliarizing yourself with the mysteries of innocent joy, you 
raised the stakes. You began dabbling with more intensive forms of 
relief and release. Now you have the chance to go even further: to 
explore the mysteries of experimental delight. Exuberant escapades 
may become available to you. Amorous adventures could invite you 
to explore the frontiers of liberated love. Will you be brave and free 
enough to meet the challenge of such deeply meaningful gaiety? 

PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): Poet Sharon Dolin compares artists to 
sunflowers. They create "a tall flashy flower that then grows heavy 
with seeds whose small hard shells you must crack to get to the rich 
nut meat." I see you as being engaged in a similar process, even if 
you're not literally an artist. To be exact, you're at the point when 
you are producing a tall flashy flower. The seeds have not yet begun 
to form, but they will soon. Later this year, the rich nut meat inside 
the small hard shells will be ready to pluck. For now, concentrate on 
generating your gorgeous, radiant flower. ■ 
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LIVE MUSIC MOST NIGHTS 

- FOR FULL CALENDAR VISIT OUR WEBSITE - 

HIGHLINESEATTLE.COM 

210 Broadway Ave E • 328.7837 



SEATTLE INTERNATIONAL BEERFEST 
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 
July 8 - 10 


SIB is made possible only by the 
help of beer loving volunteers like you. 

Here’s how it works: 

It’s fun! You “beertend” for 3.5 hours. 

Our staff is there to help with anything you need, 
be it beer knowledge, keg changing, foamy 
pouring issues...we’ve got you covered. 

1ST SHIFT: SIB T-SHIRT, FEST GLASS, 

& 15 BEER TICKETS 

2ND SHIFT: ADDITIONAL 30 BEER TICKETS 

seattlebeerfest.com for more info. 
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The Producers of 
Volunteer Park Pride 
Festival, Seattle Pride 
Guide and the Seattle 
Pride Parade present 



JUNE 1-26 

OpenTable 


supported by • 


When you DINE WITH PRIDE 
you’re supporting restaurants 
who support the LGBT 
community. Each of these 
restaurants have generously 
contributed to the 
2016 Seattle Pride Parade. 


FINE DINING 


Altura Restaurant 

Andiamo Ristorante 

• Bellevue Location (only) 

Bar Cantinetta 

Cantinetta 

Chavez 

Le Petit Cochon 
Loulay 

Sullivan's Steakhouse 
Tulio Ristorante 
Volterra 


CASUAL DINING 


Amante Pizza & Pasta 
Bar Dojo 
Bell + Whete 
Bookstore Bar & Cafe 
Canterbury Ale House 
Capitol Cider 

El Chupacabra 

• All Locations 

Gordon Biersch Brewery 
Restaurant 

Honest Biscuits 

Kizuki Ramen and Izakaya 

Local 360 

Mama's Cantina 

Salt & Iron 

Sam's Tavern 

• Capitol Hill Location 

• South Lake Union Location 

Sazerac 


We'll be posting new offers and 
unveiling more restaurant 
choices all month long... 

DINEWITHPRIDE.COM 

PIN THE SITE. CHECK BACK 
OFTEN. DINE WITH PRIDE. 
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Noelani 

Pantastico! 


"My feet are really fucked up," said Noelani Pantastico, laughing 
over a beer at Streamline Tavern in Lower Queen Anne after a long 
rehearsal. Her "E.T. toes" are the result of her art—the fallout of 
personifying grace in motion. 

After more than a decade at Pacific Northwest Ballet, she left to 
do a seven-year stint with Les Ballets de Monte-Carlo in Monaco, 
where she saw a transformation in herself. "Coming back, I won¬ 
dered if people would notice any difference in my style, if it even 
mattered to anyone else but me," she said when I asked how it felt 


to be nominated for a Stranger Genius Award. "I spent so many 
hours—not just dancing in the studio but watching myself, being 
alone, watching others move, studying bodies of work—it's nice to 
know that people can see the difference." 

She was already known for her explosive presence and her 
masterful technique, but in Europe she learned how to add nuance 
and warmth to her gestures. In February, shortly after she returned 
to Seattle (and PNB) for good, she rewired everyone's limbic system 
with her powerful portrayal of Juliette in Maillot's Romeo et 
Juliette. At 36, she proved she still has her athletic chops in Justin 
Peck's challenging ballet Year of the Rabbit. 

As for her name: Pantastico comes from her Filipino grandfa¬ 
ther. Noelani is a nod to her Hawaiian grandmother. It means "mist 
of the heavens." But people call her "Noe" for short. ■ 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST BALLET 

AMERICAN 


STORIES 


June 3-12,2016 

McCAW HALL at SEATTLE CENTER 




MAJOR SPONSOR 


PETER & PEGGY i /1 k i i a—n 

HORVITZ PeRKINSCOie 


SUPPORTING 

SPONSOR 


FANCY FREE 

BERNSTEIN/ROBBINS 

SQUARE DANCE 

VIVALDI S CORELLI / BALANCHINE 

© The George Balanchine Trust 

WAITING at the STATION 

TOUSSAINT/THARP 


PNB.org 

206.441.2424 


SEASON SPONSORS 


SEASON-LONG 

SPONSOR 


A 


ARTSFUND 


Microsoft 


4 


MEDIA SPONSOR 

KUOW 

94.9 


Peter Boal 

Artistic Director 


Company dancers Angeli Mamon and Dammiel Cruz. Photo © Angela Sterling. Leotard by LabelDancewear. 
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Love a great deal? Us too! 

TbaPeint is PNB's opt-in email list for arts 
and dance lovers ages 20-40. 

Membership is free and easy, sign up here: 

PNB.org/thepointe 
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SEATTLE'S ORIGINAL 
CANNABIS SHOP 


2733 4th Ave South • Seattle WA 
www.CannabisCity.us 


This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair 
concentraion, coordination, and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the 
influence of this drug. There may be healthrishs asociated with consumption of this product. 
For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children. 


DO YOU HAVE 
PTSD AND 
ALCOHOL 
PROBLEMS? 

Seeking free treatment? 
Paid research opportunity. 

Call the APT study at 
206-543-0584 
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PREMIUM CANNABIS 

Flower | Concentrates | -Glass | Edibles 


3540 Stone Way N, Seattle | (20*) 946-8157 | wattfe hashtegxom 


#TreatYourself 
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NEW! 

SUMMER 
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* * * GRAND OPENING * * ^ 


BELLT0M21+ 

115 Blanchard st Seattle, wa 98i2i 

OPENING JUNE 
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